


At the moment of decidinq the fl 
consult those with a solid past. 

Many nations are racing against 
time to build their future now. 

So it's only natural that they seek 
the support of those who have a vast 
store of past experience. 

Like Construtora Norberto 
Odebrec.ht, the Brazih"an construction 
firm that has been execut
ing heavy construction 
projects for more than 
40 years and has th us con
tributed decisively to the 
development of Brazil and 
other countries. 

Odebrecht's experience 
is indeed solid, accumulat
ed in the vastness of the 
eight and a haH million 
square kilometers of Brazil, 
where differing geographical 
characteristics and varied socio
economic levels exist side-by- side. 

The 890·km CaraJ4.s R.ulroad 
III Northern Brazil 

As well as in the special 
conditions of other developing 
countries. 

This is because Odebrecht 
has always shown itseH capable of 
finding just the right response to 
the singularity of each challenge. 

No matter where. 
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To the Reader 

After the Falls 
Our cover story this issue is an effort 
to analyze events in the Philippines, 
where a peace process is moving 
ahead at the same time that all sides 
seem to be attempting to gain the 
upper hand in the wake of the 
downfall of Ferdinand Marcos. 
After the attempted coup led by 
former Minister of Defense Juan 
Ponce Enrile, third world dispatched the 
editor of the Third World Guide, 
Roberto Remo Bissio, to Southeast 
Asia. Bissio, who is based in 
Montevideo, Uruguay, spent a month 
in the region, interviewing 
government officials, members of the 
armed opposition, labor activists and 
everyday Filipinos. 
He was invited to the northern region 
of Cordillera to witness the signing of 
a peace accord between the 
government and the guerrilla group. 

The 600 kilometers he traveled to be 
the only foreign journalist at the 
ceremony were arduous ones. An 
eight hour bus ride was followed by a 
rocky four hour trip by jeep along dirt 
roads, interrupted by rivers which the 
vehicle had to be carried across by 
raft. Later, with the help of some 
Philippine friends, Bissio discovered a 
way into the "no man's land" of the 
United States Clark Air Force Base in 
order to give us a rare glimpse inside 
that installation. 
Also in this issue, we feature a report 
on another country that recently rid 
itself of a hated dictador - Haiti. We 
are fortunate to count on the 
contribution of Gerard Pierre-Charles, 
a well-known Haitian Sociologist and 
political activist who recently returned 
to this native land after years of exile 
in Mexico. 
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TO THE EDITORS: 

Our library recently received 
Issue number 4 of the English 
edition of your publicBtion third 
wond . We had previously been 
receiving third world. published 
by Periodistas del Tercer Mundo 
(Third World Journalists). based 
in Me)(ico City . We last received 
number 7. 1981. of that 
publication. Are the two 
publications connected in any 
way? If so. did the Me)(ico City 
publication cease with number 7 
and your publication begin 
numbering from 17 

University of Cellfornla 
L I brarylSeriais 

Riverside. Cillifornle. USA 

The Me)(ican edition of third 
wond and the new English 
edition are basically the same 
publication. written by the same 
group of journalists. The 
monthly Mexican edition was 
interrupted with number 7 in 
1981. largely because of the 
transfer of our head offices to 
Rio de Janeiro. The magazine is 
now published by CadernoS do 
Terceiro Mundo. with 
headquarters in Brazil a~d 
representatives in Me)(ico City 
(Periodistas del Tercer Mundol. 
Lisbon. Portugal (Tricontinental 



Editora). and Montevideo, 
Uruguay (ACU S.A.l. Our 
English edition remained out of 
circulation from 1981 to 1986. 
Publication has now been 
resumed on a bimonthly basis 
but with the same editorial 
policy. For legal reasons, we 
were forced to resume 
publication with number 1. At 
prasent the magazine is 
produced in Brazil and printed 
and distri buted in Lisbo n. Ou r 
administrative and editorial 
offices are located in Rio de 
Janeiro, where readers should 
address their letters, which are 
always welcome. Distribution, 
Including subscriptions and bulk 
orders, is handled In Lisbon, 
and all questions regarding 
such matters should be directed 
to the Lisbon office. 
The Editors 

MACHEL'S DEATH 

I would like to express my 
deep regret for the tragic death 
of (Mozambican President) 
Samora Macht., who was 
cruelly murdered by South 
African racists (last October). 

It Is a known fact that the 
presidential plane was being 
monitored from takeoff in 
Lusaka by South African radar. 
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This raises two questions: Why 
did South African authorities 
take so long to arrive at the 
scene of the crash, and why did 
they wait until nine hours after 
the crash to inform authorities 
in Maputo? 

Around the downed plane, 
the South African racists were 
so busy ransacking diplomatic 
pouches and stealing the money 
carried by the victims that the 
wounded did not arrive at the 
nearby hospitals until eleven 
hours after the crash. Many of 
them died because they did not 
receive timely medical 
assistance. According to some 
South African villagers, Machel 
was still breathing four hours 
after the accident. He was still 

when we all know that the 
presidential plane made a 
refueling stop in Mbala, 
Zambia. Pik Botha told the press 
that the airplane was old and 
equipped with outdated 
instruments. The truth, however. 
is that the aircraft was a 1980 
Tupolev-134. Finally, the South 
Africans refused to send the 
plane's black boxes to Moscow. 
where they were to be 
decodified by a civil avition 
probing committee. 

Fernando Mestre Patricio 
Damaia, Portugal 

THE COMMUNITY IS 
ORGANIZING 

alive. I would like to ask third 
This news led Plk Botha to world to publish an article 

go on TV the next day to say about community participation 
that an autopsy had revealed in different types of 
that Machel died instantly on administrative actions at the 
the moment of impact. If so, local or municipal level, etc. I 
why did the South African work with poor communities in 
authorities take so long to the city of Buenos Aires, and it 
announce that an autopsy had would help us in developing 
been done? I frankly doubt that our projects to know how the 
any autopsy was performed. people of other countries of the 
Meanwhile, the fascist and Third World have organized 
bourgeois press did all they themselves in order to make up 
could to defend their ideological for the faults in a system that 
boss. rarely is concerned with acting 

In Portugal, the Expresso in the interest of the poor. 
maintained that the airplane Ricardo E . Gandolfi -
crashed because of lack of fuel, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
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A hirdWorld 
VielNpoint 
You can find many magazines 
on the Third World, but only 
one is written in the Third 
World by journalists who 
were born and live there, and 
daily share in the effort to 

( overcome underdevelopment. 
This is third world 
magazine, the only one 
printing five editions in three 
different languages with an 
overall circulation of more 
than 120,000 copies in 70 
different countries. third 
world is the result of a ten
years' struggle for the 
dissemination of 
comprehensive, undistorted 
information on Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East and Latin 
America. If you live in the 
Third World, this is the 
magazine you want to read 
regularly. If you don't live in 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East 
or Latin America, third 
world is the best way to 
keep you directly informed on 
the problems and living 
conditions of two-thirds of 
mankind. 

third 
World~' 
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LEBANON 

War Economy 
Collapsing 

o For the first time in 
eleven years, the specter 

of widespeard scarcity of 
food is hovering over the 
war-torn nation of Lebanon. 
The country's economy is 
collapsing, and the gov
ernment apparently lacks 
the ability to confront the 
situation. 

Galloping inflation, low 
reserves of foreign exchange 
and the collapse of the 
Lebanese pound are 
threatening to throw the 
government into a crisis in 
the coming months, accord
ing to an announcement 
made by Finance Minister 
Camille Chamoun. "I predict 
that there will be a few more 
months (of solvency), but 
after that we will lack the 

ability to finance the 
military, and the people will 
go hungr ," remarked 
Chamoun. "Only God knows 
what will happen then." 

The Lebanese economy 
withstood with vigor the first 
decade of war, but 1986 
marked a 
Inflat ion 

drastic 
reached 

shift. 
300 

percent, and the domestic 
currency - which earlier this 
year had an exchange rate of 
18 to one U.S . dollar -
slipped to at least 100 per 
dollar in early January, 
without any indication of 
stabilizing . The country's 
scarce foreign reserves 
stand at a mere 500 million 
dollars. 

Moreover, the value of 
the minimum salary 
dropped from USS 650 a 
month in 1982 to just US$ 
40, while personal income 
dropped 60 percent over the 
same period. 

Another serious problem 
is a gasoline shortage, 

51 

which is having a particu. 
larly devastating effect 
during the vacation period, 
when automobiles generally 
fill the dark and dusty 
streets of east Beirut. 

Bernard Fattal, head of 
the Lebanese Fattal 
Corporation and one of the 
country's most influential 
businessmen, does not see 
an end to the economic 
chaos. "People have lost 
confidence in the govern· 
ment during the last two 
years," he said. "Before, at 
least there was hope. Now 
nobody thinks the war is 
going to end. 

"In 1984, everybody was 
investing here - the Iranians, 
the Iraqis, the Saudis, the 
P a lesti n ia ns, everybody," 
continued the businessman. 
"There was no government, 
so there weren't any taxes 
either. Lebanon became one 
giant free port - the Hong 
Kong of the Middle East." 
Imports and exports became 
a new and lucrative trade. 

l3 "Those who came in during 
IX) 

CD the war took advantage of 

Lebanon's economy is suffering from the effects of the unending war. 

8 - th i rd worlrl 

the lack of authority while 
the war wreaked havoc," he 
said. 

However the strength
ening of the dollar broke 
the Lebanese ability to 
import foreign goods, 
especially those from the 
United States and Europe. 
The busin ::l ss commu nity 
noticed too late that the easy 
profits made from imports 
was ruining the cou ntry's 
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industrial base. Today, 
despite low labor costs and a 
mature export market, 
lebanon must import 90 
percent of its consumer 
goods and most of its 
foodstuffs. 

In order to solve the food 
shortage, the government is 
considering a program pat
terned after one in the 
U,S, It is designed to assist 
300,000 persons - if needed 

aid arrives from Europe. 
"The Western countries, 
especially the United States, 
have demonstrated their 
desire to help," noted a 
leader of one of the 
country's Christian factions. 

"But without centralized 
administration, there is 
nowhere to send the aid." 

Meanwhile, the residents 
of Beirut are beginning to 
wonder how much longer 
they are going to have 
electrical service and 
running water. "The pipes 
are old, and the electricity is 
always going out," said a 
housewife. "One day we're 
going to wake up, and 
nothing will be working." 

Although the crisis has hit 
hard all of the residents of 
Lebanon, the most affected 
are the Palestinians, who 
came here as refugees and 
whose semi-permanent 
presence was one of the 
factors that spa rked the 1975 
civil war. Attacks directed 
against the refugee camps 
by the Amal Shi'ite militia 

reduced them to mountains 
of debris. Trash is strewn in 
all directions and burning 
corpses litter the streets. 

Given the seriousness of 
the country's plight, there 
appears to be little way for 
the government to recu
perate its authority. If there 
is a solution, it may have to 
be initiated outside the 
borders of the war-ravaged 
country. 

NAMIBIA 

Life in 
the Township 

There are very few 
elderly people in the 

black township of Katutura, 
located just outside the 
Namibian capital of 
Windhoek. "Most of our 
people die between 45 and 
50 years of age," com
mented one resident. 

Short life expectancy is 
but one of the problems 
facing the over 60,000 blacks 

who live in the township, 
according to the results of a 
recently published survey 
conducted by the Social 
Sciences Research Centre of 
the Catholic Church. Un-
employment stands at 43 
percent, and those with jobs 
barely earn enough to 
support themselves and 
their families. As the survey 
points out, the "extremely 
low salaries force several 
families to live in the same 
house, the consequences of 
which are the total lack of 
privacy for couples, family 
disputes and other social 
problems leading to ten
sions and frustrations." 
Marital breakdowns, alco
holism, drug addiction and 
crime are all on the rise. 

The spending power of 
these low salaries is reduced 
even further by the fact that 
African-style open markets, 
where food can be pur
chased more cheaply than 
in supermarkets, are banned 
by the South African-con
trolled government. The 
resulting malnutrition com
pounds health problems, 

have caused casualties and Township residents are poviding their own social services 

N9 6 - February/March - 1987 third world - 9 



and medical services are ronment for children and to 
both inadequate and too allow parents to have a say 
e pensive for the residents in their children's education. 
of Katutura, according to the Students have formed the 
survey. Namibia National Students 

The very name of the Organization with the aim of 
township has a negative establishing a more de
connotation . atutura mocratic educational sys
means "a place where we do tem. 
not stay." It acquired that The Katutura Health 
name in 1959 when the black Committee, a project started 
population of Windhoe was by the Council of Churches, 
forced b\, South Africans to concentrates on preventive 
vacate the city. Blacks medicine. It conducts 
resisted the move, a"d the first-aid classes and 
ensuing struggle left 13 dead seminars for residents and 
and 100 injured. Katutura confronts authorities about 
has always been regarded as the poor health conditions in 
a place of forced relocation. the township. 

The survey, published The Legal Aid and 
under the title "Katutura Community Advice Bureau 
Revisited," also describes assists self-help groups and 
several of the commu- individuals by helping 
n ity- based 0 rga n izatio ns people draft wills and 
(referred to by the acronym contracts and by mediating 
CBOs) and self-help between workers and 
schemes that have sprung 
up over the past two years. 
A journalist with the 
community newspaper 
Bricks explained that the 
"CBOs started precisely 
because people are des
perate, and they have 
come to the conclusion 
that none but themselves 
can free them - especial
ly from the drudgery of 
daily existence." 

Two examples of CBOs 
are the People's Creche 
(day care center) and the 
People's Primary School, 
both funded by parents 
in order to provide an 
English-speaking envi-

10- third world 

employers when there is a 
charge of unfair dismissal. It 
has also issued pamphlets 
outlining the rights of 
citizens who are confronted 
by the police or threatened 
with eviction. The bureau is 
also planning a seminar on 
workers rights and trade 
unionism and another 
regarding women's rights in 
marriage. 

In the final analysis, 
according to the survey, 
these groups agreed that 
what is really needed is 
"united political action in 
order to force a change in 
the political system" in 
Namibia. 

ZAMBIA 

Riots Stifle 
IMF Plan 

D Popular revolts in 
Zambia's major mining 

center forced the govern· 
ment to reverse its decision 
to abolish subsidies for corn 
meal and may spell trouble 
for the country's economic 
recovery program. 

The rioting that broke out 
in mid-December in the 
country's northern copper 
mining region was the most 
violent ever seen in the 
former British colony. 
Fifteen persons died, and 
economic losses caused by 
the three days of violence 
were estimated at US690 
million . 

Zambia is one of the few 
African countries to enjoy 
political stability, but the 
recent protests have shaken 
the government. "We are 
shocked by what happened," 
said President Kenneth 
Kaunda in a national radio 
broadcast. "This is the worst 
type of violence that we 
have seen in our short 
history as an independent 
nation ." 

The price of corn meal 
had been raised from 37.80 
kwachas (US$3.00) to 82 
kwachas (US$7.00) fo r a 
50-kilogram sack. The move 
seriously affected working 
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people with their low 
incomes: the annual per 
capita income was US$580 
in 1985, according to World 
Bank figures. The decision to 
increase the price of corn 
meal was just one element 
In an austerity program 
Imposed on Zambia by the 
Internationnl Monetary Fund 
!lMF) as the condition for a 
US$200-million loan for the 
next two years . Other 
measures included reduc
tions in public employment, 
drastic cuts in public 
spending, and ircreased 

participation of the private 
sector in the country's 

economy. 

Kaunda admitted that the 
IMF's conditions were stiff 
and that the plight of the 
lower income people had 
become "hopeless." Their 
spending power has been 
'reduced to zero," he said. 

He warned, however, that 
the decision to reverse the 
price increases for basic 
loodstuffs means that the 
government will have to find 
the resources to continue 
the subsidy. "I must a k 
each Zambian to think about 
the blow he or she has given 
the nation," said the presi
dent. "The consequences 
will be reflected in the lack of 
economic development and 
growth." 

However, Grey Zulu, the 
de facto vice-president and 
secretary general of the 
United National Independ
ence Party, attacked the IMF 
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Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda 

for imposing the severe 
conditions. Zulu said that 
the Fund, which has its 
headquarters in Washing
ton, causes political revolts 
in Third World countries and 
that it has created "untold 
misery and suffering" in 
Zambia. The current IMF 
focus on the foreign debt is 
causing confusion among 
debtor countries, added 
Zulu, who demanded a 
revision in IMF policies. 

Zambian labor leaders, 
commenting on the price 
increasp., noted that it had 
reduced the standard of 
living "to the point of 
starvation." 

Adding to the difficulties 
was the introduction of a 
system to determine cur
I enc:y values, which pro
voked a drastic devalua-

tion of the kwacha. (The 
current rate of exchange 
is 12 kwachas to one U.S. 
dollar.) 

The new monetary policy 
was praised by Zambian 
business groups which 
explained that under the 
system anyone who 
adjusted to the conditions 
set forth by the Foreign 
Exchange Committee of the 
Central Bank could obtain 
access to the small amounts 
of available money. 

Prior to the riots, the IMF 
and other lending insti
tutions had demonstrated 
their satisfaction with the 
economic reforms intro
duced in Zambia and had 
promised to refinance the 
country's debt which cur
rent ly amounts to US$4.5 
billion. 

third world - 11 



MIDDLE EAST 

Polling 
the Occupied 

An overwhelming ma
jorit of the residents 

of the ~ est Ban and the 
Gaza Strip believe that 
an independent Palestinian 
state is the only solution to 
the crisis in the iddle East, 
according to the most com
prehensive public opinion 
po I ever conducted in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 
The survey, taken at the end 
of 1986, was performed by 
an Australian comunications 
network, the orth Amer
ican newspaper Newsday, 

An Israeli search 

and the newspaper The 
Jerusalem News. The team 
of specialists, who inter
viewed over 1,000 indi
viduals, was headed by Dr 
Mohammad Shadid, a polit
ical scientist at An /l;ajar 
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University in the town of 
ablus, on the West Bank. 
The survey showed that 

77.9 percent of those 
interviewed believe that 
nothing less than the 
creation of a Palestinian 
state can guarantee a 
dufinitive solution to the 
turmoil that has enveloped 
the Middle East. Over half 
said that close 
members had 
maltreatment 
threatened 

or 
by 

occupation forces. 

family 
suffered 

were 
Israeli 

Another interesting find
ing was the level of support 
demonstrated by Pales-
tinians for the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) and its leader Vasser 
Arafat. Over 93 percent 
named the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people anc! 
78.8 percent recognized 

Arafat as their leader. (The 
leader ranking number two 
with 5.6 percent was Geo;'ge 
Habash, who heads the 
Popular Front of the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) which has mantained 
a position of "constructive 
criticism" of the PLO.) 

When asked why they 
think the Palestinians have 
resorted to armed struggle, 
83 percent responded that 
"part of the struggle is for 
the right to self-determi
nation", while 78.4 percent 
believe that the "violence is 
justified." While 85.5 per
cent believe that the U.S. 

is not contributing to the 
peace process, 60.S per· 
cent believe that Wash. 
ington coulc! play a 
positive role if it wanted to. 
At the same time. 59.6 
percent believe that the 
Soviet Union could also help 
bring peace to the region. 

The position of the 
residents of the West Sank 
and the Gaza Strip is also 
clear in relation to the 
dissention that emerged 
within the PLO following the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 
At that time some leaders 
decided to break with the 
PLO and Arafat and move to 
Damascus. Syria. However. 
71.2 percent of those in the 
occupied territories support 
the "current direction of the 
PLO" as opposed to just4.B 
percent who identify with 
the Palestinian groups in 
Damascus. 

Of the 1,000 members of 
the sample, 29.8 percent live 
in urban areas. 38.2 percent 
in villages and 22.0 in 
refugee camps. The gender 
breakdown was 56.S percent 
male vs.43.2 percent female. 
According to workplaces. 
61.5 percent work on the 
West Bank. 31.5 percent in 
Gaza and five percent in 
Israel. The educational 
breakdown was the fol· 
lowing: 13.9 percent illit· 
erate. 13.1 percent attended 
primary school, 29.2 percent 
attended seconda ry school. 
and 18.4 percent attended a 
university. 



nt 

~ I, 
a 

Tricontinental Panorama 

Repression 
Continues 

The Guatemalan Justice 
and Peace Committee 
announced that between 
January and October of 
1986 there were 353 
verified cases of political 
assassinations and 142 
"detention-disappearances" 
which "demonstrates thilt 
human rights vio-
lations continue un-
der the government 
of President Vinicio Ce
rezo ." 

These figures were part 
of a 108-page report 
published with the support 
of the World Council of 
Churches. It was distrib
uted to the United Na
tions General Assembly, 
and an updated report will 
be presented to the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission 
during its sessions in 
February and March in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

According to the com
mittee, there was "a 
deepening of the gener
alized crisis" in Guate
mala in 1986. The report 
attributes the murders and 

the OtherSide 

disappearances to paramil
itary groups, the govern
ment security forces and 
the national police. Only a 
handful are listed as still 
"under investigation." 

During the nine-month 
period covered, "no de
tainee-disappeared per
son has been found, 
inefficiencies in the judicial 
system as a guarantee for 
fundamental human rights 
continue to be observed 
and no one guilty of crimes 
that imply human rights 
violations has been 
detained, processed or 
sentenced." 

Moothly Journal of Socialist Thought an d Action 

"the OtherSide is concerned with and is a part of people 's struggles in India 
and elsewhere to create a world free from explonation, tyranny and war. At 
the same time it is involved in the search for new ideas to illumine 
humanity's path towards a more purposeful and rewarding life". 

Editor: George Fernandes. 

Annual Subscription (By Air Mail to a" parts of the world) US$ 30. 

6/105 Kaushalya Park, Hauz Khas, New Delhi - 110016. 
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Editorial 

A Nixon Rerun 
orth Americans have a right to be 

disapointed with their president. A Los 
Angeles Times poll revealed that 86 percent 
believe that Ronald Reagan did not tell the 
truth when he denied send'ng weapons to 
Iran in exchange for the U.S. hostages held 
by Shi'ite Moslems in Lebanon. Another 
survey, carried out by the Gallup Poll, found 
that the drop in Reagan's credibility rating 
was largest since the birth of public opinion 
polls. 
This is a logical reaction. As a candidate, 
Reagan promised to restore certain 
principles and values that are dear to U.S. 
society, especially its most conservative and 
traditional segments. They included the 
preservation of public morality, the 
predominance of private initiative over state 
interference in the economy, lower taxes, 
lower inflation and a balanced federal 
budget. On the international plane, he 
promised to defend the "free world" and to 
protect all "legitimate" U.S. interests. Once 
installed in the White House, however, 
Reagan seems to have forgotten all of his 
promises. 
During his administration, Reagan's 
priorities have been strengthening 
capitalism domestically and U.S. hegemony 
abroad. Most Americans were unaware of 
this. They did not know what was hapnening 
in Washington. 
In a manner reminiscent of the Nixon 
administration, Reagan stuck with these 
priorities. Even the methods were the same. 
Richard Nixon's Watergate differed little 
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from Reagan's I rangate or Contragate.lf a 
difference exists, it is that once caught 
red-handed, Nixon admitted his guilt and 
resigned. Reagan, on the other hand, resorts 
to new lies and gives no indication that he 
plans to resign. 
Thomas O'Neill, a respected leader of the 
Democratic Party and the former speaker of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
commented on the president's responsibility 
in diverting money from the arms deal to 
support the contras in Nicaragua. "I think it 
was Mr. Reagan's personal decision," said 
the politician. 
Wbile claiming not to be involved in this 
criminal violation of international law, the 
president sticks to his old methods. To 
replace Admiral John Poindexter on the 
National Security Council (NSC), he 
appointed another individual who has 
conspired against constitutionally-elected 
and progressive governments throughout 
the world - Mr. Frank Carlucci, who in Brazil, 
Uruguay, Portugal and South Yemen has 
always placed himself at the service of the 
right. 
The positive side of I rangate is that it, just 
like Watergate, is exposing the corrupt 
methods and practices of a government that 
while giving lip service to ethics and 
democracy, has tried to extend U.S. 
domination abroad and has proven to be 
one of the most reactionary in U.S. history
especially with regard to foreign ·policy. 
Besides the Nicaraguan contras, also 
benefiting from the profits from the Iranian 



arms sales were the right-wing Afghani 
rebels and the South African-backed UNITA 
in Angola - according to what we know so 
far. But there are indications that the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the NSC itself 
have been backing counterrevolutionaries 
and terrorists the world over. 
The admitted involvement of the Israeli 
government in these disgusting affairs 
comes as no surprise. More shocking is the 
participation of Saudi Arabia. To what 
extent did gunrunner Adnan Kashoggi act 
on his own, especially given how centralized 
and secretive the Riyadh government is? 
There are other indications that, while the 
Saudi government cooperated to a certain 
extent with its neighbor as member of the 
community of Gulf countries, it was playing 
along with the U.S. in relation to Iran-
which was to be expected. 
Itis appalling to read the disclosures by the 
U.S. press on Reagan's position in the 
Iran-Iraq war. They demonstrate the cruelty 
of his policy. We already knew that the 
White House was trying to sit on the fence, 
but the Iranian arms sales show us where 
Reagan really stands. We know now that, 
rather than genuinely supporting Iraq, the 
"aid" Reagan provided was really "a knife in 
the country's back," as Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Taha Yassin Ransadon put it. As a 
result of the "intentionally erroneous" 
military intelligence that the Pentagon 
conveyed to the Iraqi army general staff, 
15,000 Iraqi soldiers died. This is bound to 
beonlya part of the slory. We should not be 
Surprised if it turns out that, throll~h such 
maneuvers and tricks, Reagan was 
encouraging the Ayatullah Khomeini's 
irltransigence. The I ranian leader has 
consistently rejected all peace efforts. On the 
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contrary, he has even used missiles to 
I-. rolong this irrational war, which runs 
counter to the interests of both peoples 
involved, of the Middle East in general, and 
of all emerging nations. 
A recent incident in Brazil illustrates how the 
Reagan administration conducts its foreign 
affairs. Four U.S. mercenaries who had been 
arrested on a ship with an illegal cargo of 
arms en route to Africa escaped from prison 
in Brasilia. The four were members of a 
commando group suspected of being part of 
an organization intent on destabilizing 
Ghana's progressive government. Other 
evidence indicates a different destination -
Angola. 
Whether the target country was Ghana or 
Angola, the incident clearly revealed the 
complicity of the CIA. This complicity was 
evident in the escape which, according to the 
Brazilian Federal Police, relied on assistance 
of U.S. Embassy officials in Brasilia. CIA 
actions are not the isolated actions taken by 
"madmen at large": they are part of a 
government policy. 
The Brazilian incident served to illustrate the 
existence of a nucleus of conspiracy, 
sabotage, terrorism and arms trafficking in 
the Reagan administration. Irangate is only 
the tip of the iceberg. The worst may be yet 
to come, if the current investigation is 
actually carried through to its conclusion. 
The impact of these revelations has been 
enormous, both in the U.S. and abroad . The 
U.S. people have begun to see that their 
country's government is sinking in a 
quagmire of corruption and that it has 
nothing to do with their traditions and moral 
'(a lues. Rather, it is oriented in the opposite 
direction when it includes men who should 
be in jail and not in the White House. • 
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THE R PECTS 
FOR PEACE 

The cease-fire in the Philippines represents the first step toward a lasting 
peace on the islands. However, the road to peace may be a long and difficult one. 

The guerrillas want a role in the government, while the government offers 
participation in elections. And in the background, as always, looms the military. 

Is a lasting peace possible? 



I 
t' hot in Manabo. The un is burning 
fr m n high. The day is going to be a 
long one. lowly the men begin to 

arrive. They it down, et their guns on the 
ground and exchange mile . 

A few day ago, they might have been killing 
each other. Today, they will teU stories of their 
familie , which they will now be able to visit. 

Manabo is a village without paved roads and 
telephone service. It i located in the province 

The Philippines 

a meeting the former organized with the local 
population. Sholl said that the guerrilla leader 
answered 28 questions put to him by the people. 
Sholl related that he asked what the priest 
would do if Cory refused to accept autonomy, 
and that he answered by saying that he would 
return to the mountains. The people wanted to 
know if he would continue the guerrilla war, 
and the CPLA leader declared, according to 
Sholl: "If the army doesn't attack us, why 

of Abra, in a region known a Cordillera, some would we have to respond?" 
600 kilom ter north of Manila. It is here that 
government soldiers and rebel guerrillas are A people's war 
sitting down to share water from their canteens 
under the shade of the lone tree standing in the Victor Delgado is a leader of one of the 
schoolyard. They are making Philippine history. tribes of indigenous people in Cordillera known 

In process are peace negotiations between as the igorots. The annistice does not present 
the government and the Cordillera Popular him with any theoretical problems. "If I could 
Liberation Army (CPLA). Colonel Le6n vote for either war or peace, I would vote for 
Badival, the provincial commander of the peace," he said. "With peace, one can grow old 
Philippine Armed Forces, i di cussing the and die in one's own house and build his or her 
details of the peace proposal with Father own paradise." 
Conrado Balweg, wh more than a decade ago The priest of the Catholic parish of Manabo 
traded his ro ary for a rifle and today described the background to the conflict. 
command the CPLA. With them is a major, a "There've been years of war and centuries of 
native of a nearby city, who once arre ted abuse of our people," said Father Patrick "Pat" 

Balweg's wife. After the meeting, the two share ~ 
a meal. Later the major declares: "I am the £ 
happiest man in the world." ~ 

In Cordillera, during the first nine month of ~ ex: 
1986, the war to k a daily average of five 
casual tie , almo t all of them civilian. It is an 
alarmingly large figure for a region whose 
population, con i ting of 35 indigenous tribes 
that support the CPLA, stands at about one 
million. 

Sholl Sawadal i clearing the weeds from hi 
yard. His hou e caught my attention becau e it 
is one of the few in Manabo con tructed trictly 
10 the traditional manner - with wood and 
bamboo, without gla and cement. About the 
peace negotiation, he make the following 
COmment: "We hope that (Pre ident) Cory 
(Aquino) under tand and that peace is on its 
way." 

The day before, Sholl met Father Balweg at A traditional house in Manobo 
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GU)guy n. "Th') n ver re pe ted our right. t 
land. t our ultu r t If-d '-

n. ( nt cf th ~ re·t 

River whi h w n't ing to 
n but rot r lh larg r Hi ) 

and the p per p -in", plant (\\ hi h I 

re pon,ibl ~ r indi rimin te I gging of 
mmunal ~ re t) are what in tigat d th 

arme'd • trugg( m Cordillero." 
hIt \\ n t onl) th e\\ People' rmy 

that ~ u",ht the government." ontinu d Father 
Pat. ··It was the entire people. In 19 6 we had 
the mir I of the revolution in lanila. It was 
then that the Cordillero Bodong (the tribal 
cong ) told the IPA: Thank, but now 
we're going it alone.'" 

That de ision produced a plit within the 
gu rrilla rank _ Father BaJweg, who is 
originalJy from Cordillera, decided to respect 
the deci ion of his supporters, and the force 
under hi comfTlll!ld became the CPLA . 

Representatives of the guerrillas and the government 
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n pt mb r 1 , 19 6, n annl. lice was 
rdill rn betw n th g vernmcnl 

. That agr em nt wa followed 
-fire a nl betwe n Manila and 

ht rs in th uth rn part of the 
w there i an attempt to parley the 

pern1anent lution. The 
untr ' i I king to rdilIera in hope of 

re iving a ignal about it future - and the 
pe pi f 1anab are I king up into the ky, 
fr m whi h a pre -idential helicopter i 
d • ending, in hope of re eiving a response 10 

their de ire for peace. 
Exuding the chari ma that he demonstrated 

when he wa a television host, Cory's 

a~ i tan t and brother-in-law "Butz" Aquino 
jump out of the helicopter before its wings 
com to a halt. He unfurl a copy of today's 
edition of the newspaper Malaya, which 
announces in a banner headline, "The Chico 
River Project i Cancelled." Without saying a 
word, he has broken th ice. The people 
celebrate while mini ter and generaJ negotiate 
in private with guerrilla commander and 
leaders of the recently proclaimed Cordillera 
nation . 

Army officer dance J together with guerrillas in a 
~ quare dance imilar to the 
~ Uruguayan "Gato" (aJthough 

the mu. ic i played on 
gongs), while others from 
both sides of the conflict 
pose for pictures taken by 
the pre s and by their 
comrades. 

Cory stands firm 

In Cordillera, in the 
northern part of the 
archipelago and in the 
Islamic region of Mindanao, 
the cease-fire could become 
the basis for a permanent 
peace agreement and lead to 



The Philippines 

Itgional autonomy. The CPLA is demanding g 
recogniti n a the "security force" (a type of ~ 
militarized police force) of an autonomous ~ L~&~'" 
government. A fornlula that would imply ~ 
significant conce ion on both side does not 
!eem to pre ent insuperable difficulties for 
either - not even for the army, which is as 
plou of it prerogatives in the Philippines as 
are armie the world over. 

The dialogue between the government and 
the New People's Army presents greater 
difficultie . The NPA is the armed wing of the 
Communist Party (CP) of the Philippines, which 
~ the largest communist party in southeast Asia 
and receive no foreign support. The CP has a 
solid peasant base, is not aligned with either 

I Moscow or 8eijin, and act throughout the 
Philippine , unlike the Islamic and Cordillera 
groups which are limited regionally. The NPA 
has an estimated 20,000 guerrillas in arms -
compared with government force numbering 
100,000. And if the CP has learned anything 
from history, it is to never hand over its 
weapon. 

On the other hand, Cory Aquino's deci ion 
to negotiate with the guerrillas almost cost her 
the presidency. She went ahead with the peace 
propo aI against the explicit wishes of former 
Defense Mini ter Juan Ponce Enrile and 
Vice-Pre ident Salvador Laurel, and again t the 
"advice" of the United State. 

With the support of General Fidel Ramo , 
commander in chief of the army, Aquino 
defeated the attempted coup in November and 
fired the Defense Mini ter. At the same time, 
she notified the NPA that it could either sign a 
cease-fire agreement immediately or "suffer the 
consequences. " 

A night of peace 

On December 10, the International Day for 
Human Rights, popular inger Rebeca Derno
tilio Abraham and Carina Constantino-David 
performed for the first time a new song about 
peace: "The rice fields call out to the 
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oldiers and guerrilla : n chance to relax 

peasant/It's time to return to the land." The war 
is over. That is the general sentiment, although 
technically there exists only a 60-day cease-fire 
accord (which is automatically renewable) that 
will allow for peace negotiations. 

In early December, in a luxurious Manila 
man ion sporting Christmas lights, leftist 
intellectuals meet for the first time in an 
informal atmosphere with the representatives of 
both sides in the negotiations. It i an attempt to 
contribute to a climate of mutual confidence. 

What are the demands of rhe NPA in its 
negotiations with the government for a 
permanent anltistice? 

"In the first place," re ponds Saturnino 
Ocampo, who heads the rebel negotiating team, 
"the dismantling of the repressive structures of 
the army. Second, agrarian reform, and third, 
the elimination of North American military 
base from the country." 

The CP and it mass organization, the 
National Democratic Front (NDF), propose the 
creation of a coalition government in which 
they would participate - even without having a 
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majority. 
The g mm nt 

ha limit d it 
p t m -

the 

~ n referring to the f~ 
~ am1Y a the New be 

Arm d Force - a 
f; r e th t would be I 

pr fe i nal and apo. 
liti al. 

On example of 
the new reality is the 
reduction of military 

arm are 
tored und rground 

e penditure from 12 C 

perc en t to nine 
percent of gOY· 
ernment pending - a 
reduction which was 

GO"ernment negotiator Teophisto "Tito" 
approved prior to the 

armi tice. Guingona believe that peace will 
have a po itive influence on the behavior of the 
armed forces. Good faith and common sense 

rather than turned oyer to the government, but 
it refuses legall to recognize the guerrilla 
arm . 

"Agrarian reform and the elimination of th 
base are promise that Cory has made," note 
the government' chief negotiator, Teophisto 
"Tito" Guingona. "But national policy will not 
be on the negotiating table." 

Like many of the members of the gov
ernment negotiating team, Tito Guingona was 
persecuted during the Marcos dictatorship, and 
he shared prison cells with many of the NPA 
representatives. But his position within the 
administration requires him to display caution. 

Will the armed forces respect the cease-fire? 
"The millitary will follow the orders of 

Commander-in-Chief Coraron Aquino." 
And if the Ullksfail? 
''The army has demonstrated for us that 

there are alternatives ... " 
To defeat the NPA? 
"No, to undertake a large-scale offensive ... 

They appear to be sincere." 
Guingona has to convince the military that 

he is tenaciously defending the interests of the 
state, while demonstrating to the guerrillas that 
the Aquino government has control over the 
military, and that the soldiers will carry out the 
promises that the president makes. 

Since November, when Enrile was frustrated 
in his attempted coup, cabinet members have 
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will permit them to throw light on the "gray 
areas" of the cease- fire agreement, where 
difference in interpretation could produce 
friction that might park a re urnption of the 
conflict. 

Rebel leader Ocampo guarantees that 
nobody from his side will boycott the peace 
agreement. The weekly VeriUls, which adheres 
to what is currently the dominant line within the 
Catholic Church (progre ive but not radical, 
similar to that of Cardinal Jaime Sin, a vital 
political supporter and piritual adviser to the 
president), said that the guerrilla negotiators 
"are sincere and (that) they have a profound 
personal commitment" to search for a lasting 
peace. 

The armistice affected the personal lives of 
many guerrilla leaders. For Tony Zumel it 
opened up the possibility of a reunion with h~ 
84-year-old mother whom he had not seen 
since 1965. Ocampo was let out of prison and 
now is a member of a negotiating team that 
includes his wife Carolina "Bobbie" Malay, 
who was able to surface from the underground. 
His teenager daughter rai es funds for the NPA 
during the meeting by selling buttons. The 
first-born child is active with the Task Force 
Detainees. On Christmas Day, 1986, the entire 



family was finally able to gather together for a 

ilJliday dinner. 
Ocampo believe that the primary obstacle to 

I lasting peace in the Philippines is the 
mtervention of the United States in dome tic 
fOlitic . He proposes to unite his forces with 
lOOse of the government to oppose U.S. 
mperiali m, but he is waiting to evaluate the 
thesis that the army has changed it e sential 
character. In his opinion, thi change has yet to 
take place and the way to en ure it is through a 
wide-ranging peace agreement that would allow 

a !he integration of NP A fighters with 
government troops. 

Even before this comes to pass, the CP is 
• prepared to incorporate itself legally into the "Ill 

fOlitical system and the parliamentary process. g 

They note that "it was Marcos who declared us .!!! 

illegal. We didn't go underground because we 
wanted to but because we had to. But before 
my agreement i po sible, they have to repeal 
all repressive legislation, free all political 
prisoners and give us certain guarantees." Rebel 
uders are concerned by what has happened in 
Colombia, where revolutionary leaders were 
buoted like rabbits when they left the security 
of the mountain to take up public life in the 
urban jungle. 

General Ramos has admitted that the armed 
forces cannot militarily defeat the guerrillas, but 
!hey can prolong it indefinitely. "The logic of 
~w-JeveJ conflict is not to win the war but to 
win with the war," explained a presidential 
~viser. "That's why Cory has made peace her 

of primary objective. It is a precondition for 
democracy." 

his 
itO War by other means 
md 
liat North American Ambassador Stephen 
BY, Bosworth does not hare this optimism. "My 
nd. crystal ball is cloudy on this point" of peace, he 
A told foreign correspondents in Manila two days 

'he 'after the cease-fire agreement took effect. He 
rce said that the counterinsurgency effort is a 
jre 'primary consideration" in determining the 
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flow of North American aid and that in his 
judgment the best defense against communism 
is "a government with credibility, a strong 
economy and professional military officers." 

A successful armistice would be a thorn in 
the side of the embassy, given that it would 
contradict the systematic U.S. rejection of 
similar solutions in Guatemala and El Salvador. 
For the army, it is obvious that peace is not the 
opposite of war but the continuation of the 
latter by other means. Instead of gunpowder, 
what explodes is a psychological war carried 
out in the pages of the newspapers and in the 
streets through the spreading of rumors. 

But the guerrillas handle press relations like 

The U.s. presence: a m~r obstacle to peace 

fish in a lake - especially if they are allowed to 
express themselves in Tagalog (the language of 
the majority of the people and the only one that 
the poor really speak well) instead of English 
(the language traditionally employed in 
parlamentary politics). 

The "gray areas" that concern government 
negotiator Guingona can only be cleared up 
through a bona fide effort. Technically, the 
guerrillas are armed bandit ,and membership in 
the CP is still a crime in the Philippines. With 
the exception of those who expre sly received 
amnesty from Aquino, no Marrist-Lennilli t 
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ts. Zum I and t th r, and it w 

the "ent.ire ountr . ," 
PA control. He 

require the military to 
disarm "any person ~ ho is carrying a weapon 
\ .... ithout the required permit." Obviou ly, the 
guerrillas have no uch permission, and Ocampo 
was adamant in pointing out that any attempt to 
disarm an PA olclier would be re isted and 
would be con idered a "ho tile act." According 
to the cease-fire agreement, he noted, both 
army and 'PA patrols must carry flags that 
indicate their lack of hostile intent. If the army 
wants to chase down criminals, he added, the 
guerrillas will cooperate fully. In the opinion of 
a spokesperson for the ational Democratic 
Front, Isleta's statement can only be designed to 
encourage a boycott of the armistice. 

"There won't be any more military 
spokespersons," promised Maria Diokno, a 
member of the government negotiating team. 
"Everything relating to the discussions will be 
announced by the armistice committee, which 
will be named by the agreement of both 
parties." 

Later, however, General Ramos himself 
spoke out strongly on the issue of patrols, in 
support of Isleta's position. If this verbal war 
had continued, the truce might not have gone 
into effect December 10. Guerrilla spo
kespersons elected not to respond and instead to 
wait and see what would happen . The 10th of 
December passed , and so did the 11 th, and no 
incidents were reported. 

On December 12, the NDF organized a 
public display of force in a small rural village. 
One hundred armed guerrillas gathered 
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Th 

arm will 
guerrill s in tron it. 

\ ord of honor 

What i notable i not that differences of 
interpretation exist or that the parties try to 
take advantage of them, but that peace 
continues. Nobody wants to appear against 
peace publicly, but the interests at stake are 
large - for example, the army will see its role in 
Philippine society reduced if peace is 
consolidated. 

In addition, there exi t other force that are 
difficult to control, such as the private armies of 
large landowner ,the oldiers still faithful to 
ousted Defense Minister Enrile and common 
criminals who pose as guerrillas and demand 
" revolutionary taxes" from the population. 

Guingona and Ocampo agree that a climate 
of trust must be established, and they promise 
that neither side will interrupt the peace talks or 
the cease- fire - unless someone acts against the 
wishes of the respective leadership . "Those 
who violate the agreement will be punished," 
Ocampo promised, speaking for the rebels. 

-And the anny? 
- Those who commit infractions will be 

punished, said Diokno. 
- By being forced to do 30 push-ups? 
- No. The punishment will be proportional 

to the infraction and will satisfy the 
Supervisory Commission for the Armistice. 
Word of honor. 

First the institutions 

Silencing the weapon was not easy, but 
reaching a lasting peace will be doubly difficult. 
The February Revolution took place in Manila, 



I, 

where the middle class objected to the murder 
of Ninoy Aquino upon his return from exile in 
1984 and the fraud that was designed to rob an 
electoral victory from his widow Coraz6n. But 
lOOse who opposed the dictatorship when it was 
strongest were the guerrillas in the mountains. 
They knew the Marcos regime well enough to 
have predicted cheating in the elections, but 
!hey underestimated the capacity of the people 
10 defend the re ults. The NPA, which had 
called for a boycott of the elections, lacked the 
moral authority to defend its results and 
!herefore remained apart from the mobilization 
that overthrew the dictator hip against which 
!hey had been fighting. 

From the rebel point of view, it i only 
obvious that they should participate in a 
coalition government, given their long struggle 
for democracy. However, civilians and military 
officers on the right and the majority of the 
nherals in the government believe this 
~rspective to be ridiculous. The guerrillas 
should contest elections if they want to take 
JXlwer, they say. The fish should get out of the 
lIater and figh t on the asphal t. 

The government has announced that the 
negotiations will be linUted to the discu sion of 
!be peace propo al - that is, how to put an end 
10 armed conflict - without entering into a 
debate over policy or program. I t is widely 
speculated in Manila that Cory will not be able 
10 remain in office if he appear to be 
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"capitulating" to the communists. 
On the other hand, no matter how much 

good faith the rebels display, nobody will be 
able to convince them to turn over their 
weapons and transform their soldiers into 
adjuncts of the armed forces without guarantees 
that the military will defend democracy and 
popular advances. What is likely is that the 
negotiations will be prolonged for months, 
while the good intentions of the participants are 
tested and the government has an opportunity 
to follow through on its promises of agrarian 
reform, democratization and an independent 
foreign policy - all of which are guerrilla 

prerequisites to peace. 
The problem is that politics in the Philippines 

is moving faster on institutionalization than on 
reform. A plebiscite on the new constitution is 
taking place in February, and in May there will 
be parliamentary elections. 

A broadly based Coalition for Constitutional 
Approval (CCA) is leading a campaign !or 
"yes" votes in the plebiscite. It inaugurated its 
campaign in early December with a rally in 
Rizal Park in downtown Manila. In the same 
park where hundreds of thousands of de
mon trator once gathered to demand an end to 
the Marcos dictator hip, pro-con titution 
organizers were unable to bring together even 
J 0,000 - and most of those who showed up 
were public employee of the City of Manila, a 
l11egalopoli with a population of over five 
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million. 
A 

nw 

Later, a 
mi roph n : ''Two thing are important in the 
ne constitution," he said. "First, there will be 
an independent legislature; second, it will 

tablish a ix-year mandate for Cory and 
LaureL E erthing else can be ammended ..... The 
emphasis placed on the figure of ice-Pre ident 
Laurel, who adopted an ambiguous attitude in 
the day preceding the attempted coup and who 
is openly pro- U.S., identified the speaker as a 
member of the "civilized right." His reference 
to the potential for constitutional am
mendements demonstrates the strategy of the 
right. Just like during the April 1975 
Revolution in Portugal, conservatives are 

!\1oros: complete autonomy 

D An agreement on the "complete 
autonomy" of Muslim area. of the 

Philippines was reached between Nur 
Misuan, the leader of the toro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF), and a 
representative of the government of 
Coraron Aquino after three days of talks 
in early January. The discu ions were 
held under the auspices of the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference in 
its Jeddah, Saudi Arabia headquarters. 

Heralded by the MNLF as "a victory 
for both Christians and Muslims," the 
agreement was nevertheless questioned by 
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w nring t d ~ nd a propo ed con titution _ 
n1 t gut it wh n they hav th chance. 

Th ompaign ~ r "no" vote i being 
d d b th till faithful to fonner dictator 

lar 0 • and it i de tin d for a re ounding 
d feat. Th nl) tid antage that th "no" forces 
hn e. rding to analy t ,i the general 
pathy t ward the plebi ite, which has a 

prcdi tabl rc ·ult. While ory is making an 
effort to win decisive victory and thu a vote 
of confid nce. h r upporter are more 
interc ted in the legi lative race. 

Positions taken by the Marxist left vary 
between the critical support of the People's 
Party to stances favoring abstention or even a 
"no" vote should fears of a shift to the right in 
the cabinet be realized. 

The Marxist-Leninist left counts on a mature 
popular army, and a workers organization (the 
Fir t of May Movement) that mobilized 
hundreds of thousands for the funeral of its 
leader Rolando Olalia - who was murdered 
November 12 by a death squad. In addition, it 
has a legal political party experienced in the 
nuances of urban politics. 

The traditional pattern of 

armed group in the region. Both the 
Bangsa Moro I lamic Party (BMIP) and 
the loro Independent Liberation Front 
(MILF), which plit with the MNLF in 
1977, refu. ed to approve the accord 
because they had been excluded from the 
negotiations. 

For centuries, the Moro re isted 
Spanish colonization, and they later 
battled North American domination and 
the Ferdinand Marcos regime. The Aquino 
government had elected to use the new 
con titution as a framework for 
negotiation with armed guerrilla groupS, 
but this collided with the aspirations of 
pro-independence Moro group, which 
con ider the status of regional autonomy 
insufficient. 



together with the invasion of 
by transnational fruit exporting 

heightening tensions in the 
XIIfltryside and increasing demographic 

ure on overcrowed cities. The drop in the 
~ of ugar and other primary Philippine 
.fOrts and the external debt refmancing co ts 

leading to increased pover~ among the 
rity of the 50 million Filipino. Their 

tmands for reform are taking on a tone of 
gency. 
The right i divided between tho e who are 

lithful to the old regime, reinforced now by 
~ return of Enrile and his followers, and the 
;cliticaJ conservatives who support the Aquino 
\Overnment. Potential threats include the desire 

iaf the U.S. to maintain its bases, large 
indowners jealous of their privileges, the 
:esistance of the military to a change in its role, 
mil dictators and puppet democrats in the 
~~on who are concerned about the creation of 
I model that might be adapted in their own 
:oontries. 

Between the left and the right, politicians 
e Butz Aquino propose "the construction of a 

1tIIter force" that would consist not only of the 
mdle class (an estimated nine percent of the 
jllpulation) but also of the silent majority who 
avor peace and moderation. It i likely that this 
flOuP would have the blessing of the church 
~rarchy. This center force, capable of averting 
I collision between the other two, would be 
mpossible without the charismatic figure of 
Coraz6n Aquino. 

At the first cabinet meeting following the 
igning of the armistice and the defeat of the 
EnriIe conspiracy, Cory asked lovy Balonga of 
~ Presidential Commission on r:ood Gov
trnment (charged with combating corruption) 
kl lead the ministers in prayer. "All powerful 
lord," said Balonga, "we thank you for the gift 
)f life. It allows u to serve you, our country 
!lid Our people - especially the weak, the poor 
iIId the clisposse sed." Little could be added but 
the "Amen" of the Philippine people. • 

Roberto Remo Sissio 
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The Phili ines 

One Coup Down: 
MoretoGo? 

The military which stood by President 
Aquino in November has not been 
reformed. Will it remain loyal? 

P
resident Coraron Aquino barely sur
'lived a coup d'etat code-named "God 
Save the Queen." But it was not God 

who saved the Queen. She was saved by Gen
eral Fidel Ramos, head of the same military 
organization to which the conspirators 
belonged. 

Events this year have drawn attention to a 
new phenomenon in Philippine politics: soldiers 
who cannot be comfortable in the barracks, 
having had a taste of power and pUblicity. In 
February 1986 this politicized soldiery drove 
the last nails on Ferdinand Marco's political 
coffin. In late November 1986 it reared its head 
again, this time to try to topple the democratic 
government of Cory Aquino. 

The heroes of February became the villains 
of November. But there may be more 
Novembers in the coming months. Since 
Marcos declared martial law, the Philippines 
has become a typical Third World nation where 
the threat of a coup is a fact of life. Once the 
army is politicized, it cannot be depoliticized. 
Beneath its machine-like appearance, the army 
is still a human institution; it has a memory that 
cannot be erased like the random access 
memory of a computer. The principle of civilian 
supremacy can be written on every page of our 
constitution, but this in itself will not preclude a 
military takeover; after all, a coup d'etat is by 
definition an extra-constitutional means of 
depo ing a government. 

What the pious call "the EDSA miracle" -
the revolution of people's power - was an 
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unfinished in urre ti n and an unfinL h d up 
d'etat. TI: . u recsll. \ t th 

response to 
mutin · was a pontan u 

larco' order for their arre t. 

February 1986: the Call oCMarcos 

Now it is known that it was not all that 
spontaneous. The RAMboys, with his en
couragement and advice, plotted a coup against 
Marcos. Their plans were ready by September 
1985 and it was supposed to be implemented on 
Christmas or New Year's eve. They held it in 
abeyance when Marcos called for snap 
elections. 

Enrile and his RAM boys ressurrected the 
coup plans immediately after the elections, but 
these plans were discovered by General Fabian 
Ver before they could be put into effect. The 
arrest on February 21 of the RAM striking 
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f r that \ tn ked with cnpturing MaltOS 
and hi family, nu, d Enrile and hi RAMboys I 

pani . Th h d t tage the mutiny on 
Februar 22. realiLing th tad lay could be 
f tal . 

Thu ,th plan for a coup w replaced with 
an unplann d mutiny. Th re i a whale of a 
diference betwe n the two. A coup d'etat i an 
offi n ive trategy, a mutiny i defen ive. 
Hen e, th goal of capturing Malacanang gave 
\ ay to the uicidal idea of taking out in Camps 
Crarne and Aguinaldo. Even with Ramos as a 
last minute recruit, the mutineers could not pack 
suffficient strength to cancel out the 

r! 
:; overwhelming superiority of the loyalist forces 
~ in Metro-Manila. 

Only then did people's power hecome a 
crucial factor. Hundred of thou ands of people 
shielded Camp Crame, .thu establishing whatis 
known in military jargon as "defense in depth." 
This simply means keeping your enemy at a 
distance while you cannot destroy him. 
Ordinarily, a defen e in depth is achieved by 
artillery barrage, but because the mutineers in 
Crame lacked artillery, they relied on an ocean 
of people to keep the loyalists at a safe distance. 

The presence of the people also contributed 
a great deal to demoralizing the loyalist troops 
and urging them to defect in large numbers, 
until the balance of forces shifted decisively 
against Marcos by noon of February 24. On the 
other hand, the presence of the people 
prevented the mutiny from escalating into a 
coup when the balance of forces changed. Had 
Enrile marched his troops to Malacanang to 
seize power for himself, the people who 
protected him could have turned into his 
executioners. The people were there not for 
love of Enrile but to enforce Cory's victory. 

The abortion of the coup also forced Enrile 
to lower his ambition. Had he successfully 
staged a coup, he would have established a 
military-civilian junta with himself as the strong 
man. His second option was a coalition 
government with himself, Ramos, Doy Laurel 
and Cory Aquino as co-equal partners. The 



proclamation of Cory as president was only the 
, third option. Becau e event unfolded in such a 

way that people' power emerged as the 
decisive fa tor, Enrile agreed to the third 
option: proclaim Cory and Doy. 

At that time he never mentioned his notion 
of a coalition government. Had he told the 
people, they might have left him to the tender 
mercie of General Ver or lynched him 
our elve . He pledged allegiance to Cory as the 
duly elected pre ident. It was only recently that 
he started talking of a coalition government, 
claiming co-equal status with Cory in 
constituting the cabinet. 

Despite this half-forgotten agreement, 
however, Cory started ruling like a proper 
president instead of behaving as Enrile's 
flunkey. She appointed ministers Enrile did not 
like. She ignored his recommendees for cabinet 
appointment and again ignored his advice to 
retain the 1973 constitution. Enrile had a ho t 
of grievance which led him to reactivate the 
plan for a coup, but thi time against a popular 
president. 

In other words, while the people are trying 
to finish the unfinished democratic revolution, 
Enrile and his RAMboys wanted their 

The Philip ines 

The prospects of a coup 

Enrile's plot was doomed from the start 
because his RAMboys were all very talkative. 
Journalists, foreign and local, who flocked to 
the Defense Ministry building were fed a daily 
diet of "confidential information" on how these 
gallant soldiers would turn the lady president 
into a figurehead, and how, if she remained 
obstinate, they would bump her off the throne 
to give way to the Ibanag Cromwell. 

But these garrulous plotters grossly 
misjudged Cory's nerves. They thought the 
"psywar" tactics they learned from their North 
American mentors in Fort Bragg would 
pressure her to give in to EnriJe's demands. 
Most important was the demand to go back to 
the 1973 constitution and reconvene the 
Batasang Pambansa. Since her followers 
constituted a small minority in the Batasan, 
Cory would have become hostage to the cluster 
of balimbings around Enrile. She would then be 
a powerless as the Queen of England. 

The RAMboys were also guilty of what is 
known in coup d' etat jargon as 
"overrecruitment." One of the conspirators 
revealed the details of "Project God Save the 
Queen" to General Ramos and President 

A pro-Aquino demonstration: the people swept her to power 
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quin . Th t removed th el ment f. urpri, . 
Enril . 

who were I 'aJ 10 neral 
uld have be n ru -h d. But th )' 

mi Judg d Ram well. Even if he 
opposed to a COIlP, the' thought he would 
al\\ ay gIve the highe t value' to the unit) of the 
armed forces. The) thought they could either 
"in him to their ide, or at lea t keep htm 
neutral. The did not reckon with the active 

oppo ition of Ramo until the early morning of 
Sunday. 

Enrile was very close to grabbing power. 
Cory had only a few combat-effective umts 
loyal to her aside from the Presidential Security 
Group of Colonel oltaire Gazmin. 

General Ramos thus became the crucial 
factor. Had Ramos joined Enrile, Cory's 
government would have coUapsed as quickJy as 
the Marcos dictatorship which was rotten to the 
core. That would have been what the Spaniards 
call pronunciamiento, a specific type of a COIlP 

a eta! which involves the entire armed forces, 
not just a faction of it; when the military would 
act like a trade union on strike, and even if 
Ramos decided not to join, provided he 
remained neutral, the RAMboys could have 
subdued the defenders of Malacanang. 

The RAMboys had an idea of how to 
prevent the mobilization of people's power. 
Since President Aquino did nothing to organize 
her spontaneous support into community-based 
people's councils, as she promised soon after 
assuming office, there was no way to respond 
to a coup quickly and decisively to abort it. 
What happened in February is difficult to 
repHcate, perhaps even impossible to replicate 
considering that the RAM boys are not as stupid 
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rno t, and 
ith ufa;1 accompli. 

rati organization which 
pro\'ld d the riti al rn in February eern to 
hav d g nerated a Ih ir leader are now 
pre cupi d with bureaucratic work and 
ba kr rn politicking. Th ir ma organizations 
have not hown ignificant mobilizing power. In 
th last few occasions they have relied only on 
the traditional hako! system involving 
government employees. Such mode of mobi· 
lization is good only for parades and similar 
pectacles, not for confronting a coup. 

We cannot afford to be complacent. Just 

because Enrile is out does not mean democracy 
is afe. There has to be a thorough revamping 
of the armed forces, not to de politicize it (a 
futile project) but to imbue it with a 
commitment to democratic politics. President 
Aquino, in starting afresh, should go beyond 
changing her cabinet; she has to overhaul the 
entire bureaucracy so that people may have 
confidence in her subordinate as they have 
confidence in her. 

FinaJly, she has to provide a structure to 
people's power so as to facilitate mobilization, 
not only against future coups but also against 
the corruption, inefficiency and insensitivity of 
bureaucrats. Unless sweeping changes are 
instituted in the armed forces, in the 
government, and in society at large, the threat 
of a coup will always be with us. As her 
charisma wanes while the people's enthusiasm 
turns into cynicism, another elf-declared man 
of destiny will come forward, himself claiming 
the mission of snatching the republic at the 

brink of disaster. • 
Dr. Francisco Nemenzo' 

• Dr. Nemenzo Is a professor of political science at the 
University of ihe Philippines. This article was adapted from I 
story which appeared In the Philippine Tribune. 



The Philippines 

I Indigenous 
i Self-government 

The indigenous people of Cordil lera have proclaimed their desire for regional 
autonomy. They plan to govern themselves using traditional methods. 

A
t a choolyard in the village of Manabo 
in the Philippine province of Abril, 
delegate representing 35 tribes 

gathered last December 3 in a makeshift 
bamboo tent to proclaim the birth of the 
"Cordilleran" nation as part of the Republic of 
the Philippines. 

The Peace Congress, attended by 
approximately 500 representatives, approved a 
document linking their tribes to a general 
agreement (known as a Bodong). It a.l 0 

demanded recogmtlOn by the Manila 
Government of Cordillera as an autonomous 
legion. Among the delegate were worr:en and 
elderly members of tribal councils. Their 
meeting was held under the protection of the 
Ccrdilleran People' Liberation Army (CPLA), 

N~6- February/March - 1987 

which the congre s named a the area's 
" ecurity force". 

Cordillera is a mountainous area in the 
northern Philippines with a long tradition of 
struggle against both the Spanish and North 
An:erican varieties of coloniali m. Historically 
neglected by the development process, 
Cordillerans have in recent year opposed two 
"development" project - a paper-making plant 
that would devastate communal forests, and a 
hydroelectric plant that would flood their lands 
for the benefit of "non-Cordilleran" cities and 
peoples. 

Political theorist have long debated the 
problem of ethnic rninoritie and their relation 
to nat;on- tate, a well as the issue of social 
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and !iti al rganizati n. PL 
Fath nrad Balwe app 

n realit 
fund an an, W 

Bodon . 

or m 
nfli ts. divi r a ree t 
are drinking wat r: it pre ribc. 

punishm nt f; r th m mbers f a tribc wh 
mmit rime again t another. 
"Ess ntiill ," eplained Balweg •• Bodong" 

i a de laration of elf-government. It ay 
that the If-governing members of a society 
wish to relate with other ocieties. lore than a 
mere agreement between tribes, Bodong i an 

mbl)' of th people that will decide who will 
be the warrantors of a peace treat}. There i no 
Bodong without warrantors. and these are 
elected by the people in a bottom-to-top 
proces ." 

In 1982, five Kalinga tribes entered into a 
Bodong to oppose a hydroelectric plant project 
on Chico River which would have flooded their 
prime agricultural lands without making any 
contribution to the well-being of the local 
population: the energy to be produced was to be 
consumed in large urban areas. Since then, 
other tribes have been incorporated, and 
their organization is now known as the 
Cordillera Bodong Association (CBA). Its 
constitution was written in 1983 with the 
participation of 32 delegates from a total eleven 
tribes. 

By 1984 the number of delegates had 
increased to 50. Their 1986 meeting was 
attended not only by delegates of the area's 35 
tribes, but also by representatives from 
"detribalized" urban areas that boast "modern" 
politieal structures. 

A new pact adding more representativ~s 

now demands much more than Manila intends 
to offer: Cordillera proclaims itself a nation 
and, short of independence, demands basic 
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purt 
glad that th 

Peace as the government's initiative 

ccording to Father Balweg, the pact is a 
hi torieal event in Cordillera. "It announces the 
birth of the Cordilleran nation as the 
culmination of a proce of self-determination 
which took the mo t democratic form po ible, 
on the ba is of our people's own institutions and 
cu toms that reflect our history and 
achievements. " 

Do you believe "danila will accept all YOllr 

demands - self-government, traditional insti· 
tutions, communal property and an anny ofyollr 
own? 

- When we began our struggle, we never 
thought it would be short. 

What about non-tribal areas and peoples wirh 
a western perspective? 

- Bodong means elf-government. Even 

where the term is not used , there exist other 
forms of self-government and the desire for 

democratic rule. 
Of course this original process has its critics, 

not only among those in the area who remain 
loyal to the New People's Army, but also 
among those largely conservative people who 
prefer " modern" urban political methods. They 
question the legitimacy of Bodong as a form of 
government, arguing that it is no more than an 
agreement between tribes. 

" We prefer the Bodong method," said one 
CBA leader. "And we plan to govern under 8 

pact. Our political institutions may seem 
outdated, but we can adapt them to new 
situations. This is what we have bee" trying to 



~y ever ince the Spaniards first arrived here, 
a\'e ~t no one would Ii ten to us." 
~ A woman energetically remarked that "We 

lad a so-called government that was killing our 
ftOple. How can the Bodong not be the 
£Ovemment? It has brought u peace. It is the 
;ill of the people." 

"We, the warrantor of the peace treaty, the 
e~ers and other leader of the tribes of the 
Cordilleran people, having begged nian's 
enlightenment and called upon the aritos as our 
~itnesses, have met to establish a great Bodong 
among all tribes ... that are hereby united ... and 
pledge to guarantee this historical alliance, Both 
it and our descendants hereby proclaim, in the 
name of the peoples in this confederation, a 
POI/to of the Bodong Cordillera as our common 
IIKI fundamental law." 

The fir t article of the preamble of the 
Constitution of Cordillera introduce the 
concept of nationality by defining the Bodong 
Cordillera as "the national community of the 
l1lious tribes and peoples belonging to the 
Cordilleran civilization and culture." The 
Bodong stres es the importance of the villages 
rills) as "basic political units," together with "all 
Jldjgenous self-governing institutions at the 
linage level, uch as the council of elder, the 
rillage assembly, the men's meetings (ators) , 
etc," Wherever these traditional institutions no 
bnger exist, modern political institutions are to 
~adopted. 

Article IV defmes Cordillera as a 
confederation that allows for federations made 
lip of various ethnic-linguistic group : the 

laJinga, kankanney and ibaLoi, as well a the 
. gao and tinggian majoritie wWch may opt to 
i!eate one or more federation . 

Article V establi hes that Cordillera i part 
8 of the Philippines, on a par with the 

,Bangsa-Moro people (outhern Muslims) and 
proposes a federal structure for the Philippine 
Republic, 
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The Philippines 

Father Balweg 

Article VII establishes that "no policies shall 
be adopted that run counter to the indigenous 
socialist culture or the autonomy of the various 
peoples of Cordillera," and that the government 
emerging from this constitution "shall reflect 
the traditional practice of direct democracy and 
collective leadership." Legi lative powers are 
ascribed to a congress made up of the Bodong 
warrantors, the elders at the village level, and 
tribal delegates, who shall elect an executive 
council, whose president will head the Judiciary 
Power, represented at the summit by the 
Supreme Court of Cordillera. 

The congress shall command the CPLA 
through a National Defense Council presided 
over by the Commander-in-Chief, Father 
Balweg. 

Article XVII deals with the CPLA, 
proclaiming it as an extension of village security 
forces con isting of maingels (tribal warriors) 
or soldiers who have been "specially trained to 
defend their country and their people." 

Article XVIII sets forth that the "traditional 
decision-making methods of discussion, 
con ultation and consen us shall be used in 
elections, in tead of the modern mechani m of 
competition between opponents, which 
promote fraud and di unity in the community." 
Wherever modern election method are 
adopted, such as secret voting and Ii ts of 
candidates, they "are not to run counter to the 
con ensus process in collective decisions." • 

(R.R.B.l 
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The Battle of the Bases 
The lease does not expire until 1991, but Filipinos are a Iready debating whether to 

allow the Un~ed States to continue operating mimary bases on their terr~ory. 

Under the shade of an unfurled parachute, 
a group of men and women stand guard 
before the building of the Evangelista 

Telephone Company in the city of Angeles. 
Instead of occupying the company's facilities, 
they have laid siege to the building in an effort 
to starve out the few loyal employees still on 
the job. Anyone attempting to come out to get 
food is not allowed to return. Amapola Lacson, 
the leader of the 64 striking workers, says that 
"The strike is actually over," which explains 
why they are no longer displaying their picket 
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signs. Yet the siege continues because tk 
company's managers have refused to com~) 
with a court order to rehire dismissed 
workers. 

The conflict is illustrative of what has 
going on in the Philippine ince the ou ter 
Ferdinand Marcos in February 1986. Ol 
September I, immediately after purchasing tit 
Angeles telephone company, located near tk 
United States Clark Air Force Sa e, a Chinet 
businessman rued several union leaders without 
cause. A labor court ruled in favor of the 



workers, but the decision has yet to be 
unplemented. 0 the worker went on strike. 

The Chine e bu ine community is powerful 
m the Philippines. It member avoid meddling 
m politics and try to keep a low profile to avoid 
elacerbating ethnic conflicts, but the e golden 
rule were violated by Evangeli ta' new owner, 
tho made arrogant tatement on television and 
f'lbliclY challenged the labor minister. The 
[ijsine sman' per onal bodyguard attempted 
10 intimidate triking worker with their 
weapons, and company management tried to 
!Cnd in food for the strikebreaker by using 
uniformed police on an alleged "inspection 
visit." The maneuver was frustrated by a female 
worker who thought the policemen looked a bit 
overweight; actually they were carrying food 
under their uniforms. 

In the negotiations sponsored by the Labor 
Ministry, the new owner repeatedly tried to 
Slall the proceedings by claiming that he had to 
'consult hi superior." A sub equent 
investigation by the union revealed that the 
company's real owner was Estelito Mendoza, a 
former justice minister and one of Marcos' most 
a:tive supporters. 

Because of its proximity to the U.S. air base, 
Angeles is a critical link in the country's 
communications network. Marcos loyalists 
probably targeted communications centers, and 
the transfer of the company's ownership may 
have been part of the "God Save the Queen" 
operation which was slated for November 
under the command of General Juan Ponce 

tk Enrile. Despite the threat of a strike, the fIring 
~pI) of the union leaders was necessary to ensure 

control of the telephone company by Marcos 
loyalists when the coup was attempted. 

The coup failed, but part of the price paid by 
President Cory Aquino to win the upport of 
General Fidel Ramos was to yield to the 
military's "respectful reque t" that four cabinet 
ministers be dismissed. Among them was Labor 
Minister Augusto Sanchez, who the military 
believed to be too lenient towards workers. 

the Under the parachute, the telephone workers 
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PACE President C~sar Reyes 

await the enforcement of the court decision. 
Meanwhile, Lacson says, they have the support 
of their labor union, which supplies them with 
food, in addition to the aid of the youth 
organization "New Ideas," progressive 
Christians, and other labor unions. 

"Many things have changed in this country," 
notes a veteran militant who makes a material 
contribution to the striking workers. "In the 
past, I would never have dreamed of 
contributing to a labor union affiliated with the 
TUCP (the Trade Union Council of the 
Philippines, which i linked to the U.S. 
AFL-CIO, and which has been criticized by the 
leaders 'of the more combative Kilusang Mayo 
Uno workers central for favoring management). 
But these women have placed themselves at the 
head of a movement to prevent Marcos from 
staging a comeback. If the coup can be stopped 
here, only 300 meters from the base, it doesn't 
matter which labor union in Manila the workers 
decide to support." 

Cesar Reyes, president of the Filipino 
Civilian Employee As ociation (PACE) to 
which the Clark air ba e employee belong, 
could be called a pro-management labor leader. 
Yet it was his union that challenged the entire 
U.S. policy in the Philippines by going on strike 
in March 1986. The dispute was over economic 
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but are 
whi h are ub-

ontra ted provide maintenan e. cons-
truction. janitorial and oth r service . Filipino 
u uall h Id low-level po ition as drivers, 
typi t , Janitors and fire fighters. but there are 
al 0 Philippin architect. lawyers and p y-

chologi ts. ;illllllj~~~IITIIIII Rey i pr ud of thi fact and ~ 
doe not believe that the e calation in .!!; 

the drug traffic, crime and ~ Soulh ina ~a 
pro titution in Angele poses a 
serious problem. "You will fmd 
pro titutes in cities that are far away 
from the base ," he says. He insists 
that the March labor strike was not 
political: "There was a labor strike in 
1971 under Marcos, too." And he 
sees "no difference" between the 
previous government and the Aquino 
administration, although he concedes 
that "we have more freedom now." 

- Is there any indication that the 
Americans are getting ready to leave 
the Philippines? 

"Well, they say they will not stay 
here if they are not welcome, but 
they have been building new 
runways and additional quarters. So 
it seems that more of them will be 
arriving soon." 

Area: 300,000 sq. km. - The Philippines 
consist of 7,000 Islands, although eleven 

account ror 94 percent or the total area 
Population: 53,350,000 
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very much like an average North American city ~ 

with supermarkets, cafeterias, four schools and £l! rmr:"'1~~;;'1g 
tennis courts. Many of the cars parked around ~ 
the base have U.S. license plates. But anyone ti. 
who tries to use a telephone will notice the 
difference: "Warning: this phone may be 
tapped. Pa sing information about the base is a 
misdemeanor. Be careful of what you say." 

The feeling of being watched infects my 
escorts, who ask me not to use my camera so 
bberally. We are at the core of the most 
powerful military facility in the Far East. The 
deafening roar of a group of fighters overhead 
stresses their admonition. 

Recently declassified U.S. documents dating 
from 1945 describe Clark and Subic Bay, the 
other U.S. base in the Philippines, as "jumping 
boards" into the Far East. The U.S. troops that 
helped extinguish the Boxers' hationalist 
uprising in China in 1900, as well as the marines 
who were dispatched to Siberia during the 
Bolshevik revolution of 1917, left from there. 
Both bases were also instrumental in the U.S. 
IDtervention in Korea in the 1950s and in the 
Vietnam War in the 1960s and 1970s. Philippine 
independence has gone unnoticed in Clark and 
Subic Bay, which in the 1980s continue to be a 
major stronghold for U.S. military troops 
deployed around the Indian Ocean - one-half 
million troops who constitute a force that can 
be quickly dispatched to any part of Asia or the 
Middle East. 

Although the new Philippine constitution 
prohibits the development and use of nuclear 
weapons, Gene LaRocque, an admiral in the 
U.S. Naval Reserves, recently informed the 
U.S. Congress that Subic Bay is being used as a 
base for nuclear ubmarines and warships and 
that bombers carrying nuclear weapons operate 
out of Clark. The underground ammunition 
depot there, which i supposedly immune to 
a nuclear attack, is a storage area for nuclear 
weapons and ophisticated telecommunications 
equipment. 

Owen Wilkers, a New Zealand nuclear 
weapons pecialist, argues that these advance 
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Angeles Vice-mayor Tony Abad Santos (center) 

bases will allow the U.S. to strike first in the 
event of a nuclear conflict with the Soviet 
Union. And as long as this advantage can be 
preserved, Washington is unlikely to engage in 
serious disarmament talks in Moscow. 

Daniel B. Schirmer, a specialist in U.S.
-Philippine relations, attacked the argument that 
the bases are necessary to offset Soviet access 
to military facilities in Cam Rahn Bay, Vietnam, 
less than 1,000 kilometers from Clark. "This is 
a curious line of thought," he said. "The U.S. 
installed its bases in the Philippines several 
decades before the Soviets began using that 
port. Yet their presence in Cam Rahn is now 
used as a pretext for keeping the bases in the 
Philippines. It would be more realistic to assume 
that the Soviets sought acce s to the 
Vietnamese facilities within the context of the 
Cold War, in response to the U.S. bases in the 
Philippines, and to support the solution 
proposed by the Anti-Base Coalition in the 
archipelago, which requires the withdrawal of 
all foreign bases in the western Pacific." 

In addition to Clark and Subic Bay (home of 
a U.S. Naval shipyard), military bases include 
Camp O'Donnel (a communications unit 
equipped with giant microwave antennas), the 
U.S. Navy's San Miguel Air Station, the 
Wallace Air Station, and the John Hay Air 
Station. The latter has been converted into a 
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Hangars at the .s. Clark Air Foru Base 

leisure center. The existence of a secret base in 
Mindanao and of a large Voice of America 
retransmission center in Tarlac is the object of 
much speculation in Angeles. 

The existing agreements on the installations 
expire in 1991, when the U.S. is expected to 
withdraw its bases - unless a new lease is 
signed. In late 1984, several prominent 
Philippine politicians signed a document stating 
that the U.S. presence should not be allowed to 
extend beyond 1991 because the bases violate 
Philippine sovereignty and expose the country 
to attacks by other major powers. 

Among the signatories of the document were 
current President Coraz6n Aquino, Minister of 
Agriculture and Food Policy Ram6n Mitra, 
presidential advisers Aquilino Pimentel and 
"Butz" Aquino, and Teofisto Guingona, who 
heads the government team that has been 
negotiating with the guerrillas. Conspicuously 
abstaining from signing the document was 
current Vice-President Salvador "Doy" Laurel, 
the leader of the right-wing within the Aquino 
administration. 
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"Any politician who opposes the bases won't 
stand a chance in this town," says Angeles 
Vice - Mayor Tony A. Abdad Santos. 
According to him, roughly 70 percent of the 
local population of 250,000 is economically 
dependent on the Clark base. In turn, the base is 
far from being self-sufficient. In addition to the 
Filipino manpower that keeps it running, the 
base relies on local electric power and food 
supplies. 

"The left is afraid of a nuclear war," says 
Santos, a member of the Popular Democratic 
Party (pDP-Labam) which is presided over by 
the president's brother, Jose "Peping" 
Cojuangco. "I sympathize with them. But we I 

have to be realistic. If the Cubans haven't so far c 
succeeded in getting the marines out of 
Guantanamo, what can we expect to achieve [ 
here?" 

A self-proclaimed center-leftist, Santos says I 

he is an ardent nationalist, and takes pride in the 
fact that his grandfather Pedro Abad Santos 
was one of the founders of the Philippine 
Socialist Party and a first-secretary to the 
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Communi t Party. In the coming elections, he bungalows could house tourists, a university 
will probably have the support of the left when campus or simply be used to improve the 
he challenge Mayor Francisco Nepomuceno, a housing conditions of the residents of Angeles. 
man with connections in the business 
community and in the training centers that In the "red light district" 
surround the base. His platform includes 
improving education and the creation of a Mabelle Varona is one of the 18,000 
center for the treatment of drug addicts. In his prostitutes who, according to the euphemism 
opinion, the rent paid by the U.S. for u e of the used by the U.S. Air Force, "entertain" military 
~ (US$ J 00 million annually) should be personnel stationed at Clark. Her story is 
increased. He would also like to attract new commonplace: poverty and war chased her from 
investments "because, if all of a sudden the her rural hometown. Her dream is no different 
Americans decide that they no longer need the from that of all the others - to marry a North 
~s, they will clo e them and leave, no matter American who will rescue her from hell and 
ixlw much we beg them to stay." take her to a paradise called America. As a 

lrineo "Song" Alvaro would also like to see "dancer" at the Roxy, a night club frequented 
additional investments in Angeles as an by black U.S. soldiers, she earns 20 pesos (US$ 
alternative to the bases. He entertained this idea 1.(0) a night. If she "goes out" with a client, 
even before the fall of the Marcos dictatorship, the latter must pay the nightclub owner a "fine" 
when the only youth organization allowed to of 280 pesos for taking a girl out of the 
exist wa the Che s Center, where he acted as a establishment during working hours. From the 
secretary. The club' che s players turned it into amount of the flne, Mabelle will receive 30 
I meeting place for political di cussion. One of pesos. If she fails to capture more than a few 
the favorite theme for debate was why the well-paying clients a month, she will be fued. 
closing of the bases wa not a popular struggle, Mabelle is resigned to her working 
given that the Filipinos were so nationalistic and conditions. "The Roxy is a serious place. They 
since Angeles had been a hotbed of leftist give you clothes to wear at night, and they don't 
militancy since the tum of the century require you to strip, either there or at other 
(probably becau e of its daily contact with "the t 
gringos"). He arrived at the conclusion that the d: 
masses do not u ually bite the hand that feeds -
them. "If there were any feasible alternatives, & 
Filipinos would choo e them rather than 
prostituting them elves," says Alvaro. 

During the civil disobedience campaign 
against the Marcos dictatorship, the Angeles 
chess players came together once again in the 
"Novus Scopes" (New Perspectives) 
movement, which is now affiliated to the Bisig 
~ialist confederation, in an attempt to fmd 
new solutions for old problems. Should the 
North American leave the country, they argue, 
thousands of hectares of land would be 
II'aI1tbIe for cultivation, the base's air term!nals 
could offer an alternative to the congestion at 
Manila's International Airport, and the officers' 
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night lub ." She has found a fianc6 who 
promised to take her to the tate of Indiana in 
the U.S. The fa t that he is black is indifferent 
to her: "I am half toro and half Christian 
myself." he say . The only thing she regrets is 
that he will no longer be able to see the two 
children she left in Mindanao. 

labelle is already 24, and if her boyfriend 
does not keep his word in the next two years, 
she will not only remain single but also be too 
old to work as a "dancer." 

Each year, thousands of similar women enter 
the prostitution business, with the sole 
"comparative advantage" of being young. 
"Sometimes I am saddened at what they do to 
the 'cherry girls' (virgins)," she says. "They get 
the ROOr girls drunk, drug them, and they lose 
their cherry for nothing. If they were more 
careful, they could sell it for 4,000 pesos 
(approximately US$ 2(0)." 

Mabelle is trying to improve her English - a 
necessity in her work and for her future 
migration plans - and is taking typing lessons 
with the help of militants of the "New Ideas" 
group and a women's organization called 
Gabriela (after national heroine Gabriela Cilan). 
Both groups try to provide low-class Filipino 
women with alternatives to prostitution. But the 
most important thing for Mabelle was to learn 
about the risks of her profession. When a 
17-year-old prostitute died of AIDS a few 
months ago, Mabelle decided it was time to act, 
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~ and h n k d h r "girlfriend" to sign a request 
ex: ddre.!i d t thl: U .. Emb y. 
~ uk f our own health and that of 
~ ," th y say," m thing must be 

d n to prev nt the di e e from preading." 
rguin that "th AID viru came from the 

military and not from th Philippine ," they 
requ t m di al i tan e and fmancial support 
t: r their fnmili (who will 10 their only 

urce of income) "at no co t to the Philippine 
governm nt." 

A similar mes age was passed to U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger by 
Earl Martin, a co-secretary for Asia in the 
Mennonite Central Committee - a religious 
organization engaged in charity activities among 
prostitutes. 

Martin claims that at least 18 cases of AIDS 
have been detected at the U.S. Naval Medical 
Research Urnt of Olopago, which operates 
under the command of the ubic Bay naval 
base. 

The prostitutes demand that "all Americans 
be subjected to medical control before they 
leave their bases, and that safe-conduct passes 
be printed to certify that their bearers are free 
from contamination with AIDS or other 
venereal diseases." 

No answer, however, has been given to such 
a logical and sensible proposal. Until now, the 
preventive care of veneral diseases is limited to 
controlling the girls' health at "Social Hygiene" 
clinics, which the U.S. Air Force fmances for 
the sole purpose of avoiding contamination of 
its personnel. "They keep a gallery of photos of 
all girls at the base," explains Mabelle, "and if 
one of them is caught with a veneral disease, 
they tum her photo upside down." 

To subject the marines to this type of 
examination would imply a concern for the 
health of the girls, which obviously does not 
exist, and would be tantamount to an official 
recognition of the fact that the U.S. bases in the 
PhilIppines can have a negative effect on the 
country. • 

R.R.B. 



Haiti/Latin America 

After the Fall 
The first anniversary of the fall of the Duvalier dictatorship is marked by the 
resurgence of right-wing forces and popular discontent wrth a government 
~ominated by former Duvalier supporters. 

Haitians took to the streets to bring down the Duvalier dictatorship in January 1986 

One year after the ou ter of 
Pre ident-for-Life Jean 

Claude Duvalier, Haiti is again 
in the throes of a political 
crisis. The Government 
Council faces growing 
opposition from political 
~oups that want a return to 
full democratic rule, and 
popular di content i growing 
III reaction to deteriorating 
economic conditions and 
government repre ion of 
reformists. The political 
boycott of General Henry 
Namphy's government found a 
dramatic expre sion in the 
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elections of October 19, when 
98 percent of the population 
refused to vote in the 
plebiscite for a new 
constituent assembly. 

On November 7 in the 
capital of Port-au-Prince, 
approximately 100,000 people 
- a full one-fifth of the city's 
population - staged the largest 
street demonstration in the 
country's history. Organized 
by a coalition of over 20 
political and labor groups, the 
protester made a ten 
kilometer trek through city 
streets, demanding that the 

government address the 
problems of hunger and 
unemployment, end political 
persecution and stop 
appointing former Duvalier 
supporters to official positions. 
Similar demonstrations 
throughout Haiti displayed 
evidence of extreme discontent 
with the current adminis
tration. 

The popular revolt was 
triggered by the announce
ment, in early November, 
of the creation of the 
Parti Renovation de 
I'Entente Nationale (Party for 
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pt mber. the 
gOY mment rei d two ann . 

lonel, Jean Valrn and 
Frank Romain. \\ ho had been 
jail d ince the oyerthro\ of 
DuYalier. alrne is a former 

ina n attempt to 
re r ani7 lh dictatorship's 

ate militia, known as 
th "t nt n ma ute." 

The people' revolt 

early 1.000 "ton tons," of 
a t tal • wer killed by 
Haitian h rtly after the 
d wnfall f the dictator hip. 
Th reintroduction of the 
hated militia would run 
counter to demands by 
democratic parties and public 
opinion for a "de-Duva. 
!ierization" of the coun· 
try. 

national du f of police. 
Romain is hated throughout 
Haiti for III viol nl treatment 
of political pris ners and 
enemie of the dictatorship. 
Their release as particularly 
unwelcome. coming at a time 
when several democratic 
leaders, among them Hubert 
Roncerau, had denounced the 

return to public functions of 
former officials of the 
Duvalier era. The Duvalier 
supporters were allegedly 
in tailing clandestine training 

I t became clear that the 
political situation was 
deteriorating following the 
"di appearance" of severa! 
neighborhood leader and 
activist engaged in a literacy 
campaign spon ored by the 
Catholic Church. Police 
repression of street 
demonstrations in major 
Haitian towns became 

Voodoo Catholicism 

D The downfall of the Duvalier 
dictatorship and the intense political 

mobilization in Haiti since the February 
1986 coup have led to an entirely new 
phenomenon in the Caribbean nation. The 
Catholic Church has begun to play an 
increasingly active role in mobilizing the 
masses for the redemocratization of Haiti. 
This attitude is related to the influence 
exercised by the Liberation Theology on 
the behavior of many church people. 

A progressive group of Catholic priests 
have begun to win popularity by 
incorporating Voodoo symbols and 
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mystical props into the Catholic Iithurgy. 
When drum beats began to accompany 
Iithurgical chants at Catholic ceremonies, 
many people felt a renewed attraction to a 
religion which had been the exclusive 
property of the rich and had tended to 
impose profoundly European habits and 
customs. Through this "Voodooization," 
the Catholic Church has acquired a 
popularity it never had before, and it has 
been able to capture and channel popular 
discontent. 

The expansion of the Popular Church 
was so strong and swift that many other 
creeds, including evangelical sects of North 
American origin, responded by reminding 
their faithfuls that some hougans (Voodoo 
priests) had maintained links with the 



lar 

f,ch 
&er 
rth 
,ng 
100 
the 

mcrensingly violent, prompting 
demands from radical leftist 
!eCtor, for the resignation of 
Ihe Government Council, the 
installation of a provisional 
government, and a thorough 
purge of Duvalier sympa
Ihizer in the govern-

Atlnntic Ocerrn 

CUBA 

Caribbean Sea 

Area: 27,750 sq. km. 

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 

In October, at a ceremony 
marking the end of the 
Supreme Court rece s, the 
president of the Haitian Bar 
Association, Erne t Male
branche, violently criticized 
the government before an 
audience which included a 
number of ministers and 
military officials. A few weeks 
later in Cap Haitien, protesters 
look to the streets to demand 
Namphy's resignation. Ironi
cally, General Namphy is 
a native of Cap Haitien, a 
principal town in the north of 
the country. The Catholic 
Church al 0 joined the 

Population: 5,180,000 (nearly 95 percent 

are descendants of African slaves). 

in October by 
a pastoral letter 

accusing the government 
of violating human rights and 
expre ing its support for the 
demonstrations. 

He decided to expand the 
army from 7,500 soldiers to 
25,000 within two years, and 
he asked the United States to 
provide military instructors. Namply responded swiftly. 

Duvalier dictatorship and had been ~ 
involved in some past abu es. The resulting ~ 
anti- Voodoo "Inqui ition" led to the 
murders of everal hougans. The 
persecution was criticized by intellectuals 
and politicians who believe Voodoo to be 
an integral part of Haitian society and an 
obstacle to foreign attempts to rob its 
culture of its distintive characteristics. 

Another phenomenon of the post
·dictatorship era is the reemergence of 
creole, the dialect spoken by most 
Haitian, as the country's national 
language. French, which had been imposed 
by the defeated oligarchy, was quickly 
replaced by creole on radio and television. 
Creole also began to be used in universities 
and Schools. The change imparted a fresh 
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A Voodoo rite 

meaning to the words uttered by Cuban 
intellectual Jose Mart{ during a visit to 
Port-au-Prince nearly a century ago: 
"Civilization will come to Haiti via creole, 
or it will not come at all." GP.C. 
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His m v was made publi ju t 
week after the fIrst el 'en 

orth m ri an 
land d in Haiti t 
1 aI militaI) and d liver 

nt ",hi h 

'huh the arri 'al 
. . m:tru t rs, th 

c untr)' repre, ' lV pparatu 
h gro\\ n aIm ' t . po\\ rful 

lt \\ un r Du ali r. 
P liti al rad.i alizati n h d a 
i'y imp t on th 0 t ber 
ti n . Th Haitian people 

m "'ely boy ott d the poll -
nl two percent parti ipated 

in the balloting. The 95 
per ent b tention rate in 
Port-au-Prin e tole any 
degre of legitimacy from the 
future Can tituent mbly, 
\vhich 1 also upposed to 
establi h an electoral timetable 
to go into effect in late 1987. 
Plans are to schedule 
pre idential elections before 
then and to have the new 
leader take offlce in February 
1988. This scheme, announced 
by the government last June, 
now seems highly unlikely. As 
soon as the voter boycott 
became evident, Namphy 
addressed the nation on 
television to announce his 
government's new economic 
policy. He notably refrained 
from commenting on the 
election results, which were 
made known only in early 
November in a terse offlcial 
communique. 

Economic chaos 

If Haitians have serious 
misgivings about their political 
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. n oliberah. m that 
inevit bl)" I ads to 
privatiz.ati nand rece 10n. 
D 1etour was a World Bank 
am ial prior to being named 
mini ter at th recom
m:ncIaOOn of a orth American 
adviser to economist 1ilton 
Freedman, the spiritual, if not 
the intelle tual head of the 
Chicago ch 01. Freedman's 
as istant arrived in Haiti last 

Former dictator Duvalier 

pril t analyze the country's 
n O1i perf rmance on ~ 

behalf f th Bank. In a matter 
f a C w month, he had 

antag niz d m t of the 
untry. 'v n th bu ine 

ommunity rebeled again t the 
g ernment' neoliberal taco 
ti Th 
Indu try and ommerce, as 
w II a rice planters in 
Artibonite, called a lockout 
whi h was canceled only at the 
la t minute. Haitian 
busine men remain unhappy 
with government policies 
which ultimately may 
tran form them into mere 
ale men of foreign-made 

products, most of which are 
muggled into the country. 

The impact of the country's 
economic deterioration is felt 
rna t acutely in the poor 
neighborhood of Port· 
au-Prince ancl in the 
countryside. Over half a 
million people live in dire 
health and housing conditioJ15 
in the lum of the capital. 
Since June slumdweller have 
been building barricade to 
prevent police action and 

hinder the work of tax 
collectors. Unrest in the 
hantytowns recently forced 

the interior minister, Colonel 
William Regala, to cancel a 
planned visit to a poor 
neighborhood in Port-au-Prio· 

ceo 
In the rural town of Les 

ayes, people left homeless by 
a severe flood refused food aid 
offered by the government. 
Army helicopters carrying 
food and clothing were forced 
to return to their base without 
delivering their cargo. In Petit 



Gonnives, th entire ~ 
fXlPulation dr cd in bla k to ~ 
prote t a visit by Regala, the 
number two man in the 
Govemment ounci! and the 
Jtrson believed to be directly 
responsible for a 1964 
mas acre in that city of 
relative of anti-Duvalier 
guerrilla . 

Civil in ubordination has 
pread to the rural areas, 

where peasants have occupied 
land or tried to recover 
properties that had been 
expropriated by officials of the 
dictatorship. The ongoing land 
conflict has already led to an 
urban supply crisis, as large 

I landowners have withheld 
their products from the 
market, causing a widespread 
food shortage. The 
government's attempts to 
retake a number of properties 
were frustrated by the force of 
a movement whose main voice 
and supporter is the influential 
Radio Soleil, run by the 
Catholic Church. 

For all it strength, the 
people's rebellion has not 
found an expression in political 
parties. The political vacuum 
created by 30 year of 
dictatorship remains to be 
mIed. The organizations that 
led the campaign against the 
old regime remained 
underground for too long and 
have not yet had time to 
establish themselve as legal 
entities. On the other hand, the 
possibility of elections next 
year has led to the emergence 

I of dozens of political parties 
with short-term platfornls. 
Although there arc legal 
guarantees for the freedom of 

N2 6 - February/March - 1987 

The busy streets of the capital of Port-au-Prince 

association, requirements for 
registration of parties are very 
strict. They are required to 
submit a list of at least 5,000 
members with their addresses. 
The Haitian Unified Com
munist Party (PUCH) stands 
little chance of gaining legal 
status, since still in effect is a 
1969 law pas ed by late 
Dictator Fran~ois Duvalier, 
the father of the deposed 
dictator, establishing the death 
penalty for communists. 

All this ha benefitted those 
parties able to rely on greater 
economic support or foreign 
affiliations, especially those 
connected with the 
international Christian Demo
cratic (CD) movement. 
Three CD delegations visited 
Haiti recently, and other 

conservative and moderate 
parties are trying to establish 
international alliances. But the 
complicated electoral mech
anism installed by the 
government is quickly losing 
popular support, as witnessed 
by the humiliating outcome of 
the elections. 

As a result, Namphy's 
political timetable has lost 
most of its credibility, and few 
people expect it to work. 
The alternatives are either a 
return to authoritarian rule 
without Duvalier or a long 
period of political instability .• 

Written by Gerard 
Pierre-Charles·, edited by 
C. Castilho 

• The euthor Is a sociologist end a 
political leader of the Haitian left. 
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Asia/Macao 

The Return of Macao 
The Portuguese territory of Macao, a freemarket haven, will be turned over to 
China at the end of the 1990s. China is already preparing for the occurrence with 
its policy of "one country, two systems." 

Macao: a capitalist commercial center being prepared ror ocialist administraclon 

A fter 400 years of Por
tuguese colonial dornina

nation, the enclave of Ma
cao - known to Asians as a 
"capitalist haven" - is 
scheduled to return to Chinese 
hands. This will occur at about 
the same time as the 1997 
transfer of Hong Kong from 
the United Kingdom to China, 
according to an agreement 
which is expected to be signed 
in February by the Chinese 
and Portuguese governments. 

With the incorporation of 
Macao, and the 1986 
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agreement on the transfer of 
Hong Kong, China will 
embark on a new phase of its 
policy of "one country. two 
systems." Peking authorities 
hope to preserve the capitalist 
nature of the former European 
colonies while subjecting both 
to a socialist administration. 
To Jay the groundwork for the 
transfers, the Chinese 
government plans to "adapt" 
its territories adjacent to 
Macao and Hong Kong to 
coexist with capitalism so as to 
avert an Asian recurrence of 

the East Berlin/West Berlin 
yndrome. A major element of 

the "adaptation" process will 
be to bridge the economic and 
social gaps that currently exist. 

The Portuguese occupation 
of Macao began formally in 
1557 when a famed pirate 
named Chan Tsi-Lao was 
defeated by the Chinese thanks 
to the decisive help of 
Portuguese troops. As a result. 
a grateful Chinese emperor 
officially granted the 
Portuguese the right to settle 
there as masters and lords of 



thelnnd. 
Macao thus became the 

first European outpost in that 
part of the world, and it paved 
the way for other Portuguese 
activities in the Far East. 
Originally a trading post, the 
~ttle enclave eventually 
mrted a certain degree of 
religiou and cultural influence 
on its neighbor . 

The new colony lived its 
most prosperou days between 
1675 and 1689, thanks to the 
success of Manuel Saldanha, 
then Portuguese Ambassador 
10 Peking. Despite British 
attempts to settle in Canton, 
the Chinese government never 
revoked the exclusive trade 
rights accorded the Portu
guese. 

In 1717 a Chinese imperial 
decree required all British and 
French ships engaging in 
lrading activities in Canton to 
operate from the port of 
Macao, thus giving the 
Portuguese colony total 
monopoly on the Western 
lrade with China. 

Macao's decline began in 
1841 when the British settled 
m Hong Kong. Yet, despite 
Ihe resulting economic 
dependence on China, Macao 
continued to lead a 
comfortable existence thanks 
10 the revenues generated by 
its textile and marine industries 
and foreign trade. 

In 1843, Portugal declared 
Macao independent from 
China, in a bold move which 
the Chinese only recognized in 
1887. On the basis of this 
precedent, Portugal decided, 
under the dictatorship of 
Antonio de Oliveira Salazar, to 
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give Macao the status of "an 
overseas Portuguese prov
ince." 

In the wake of the 
Carnation Revolution in April 
1975, Portugal offered control 
of Macao back to China. Ten 
years later, Portuguese 
President Antonio Ramalho 
Eanes, a fonner governor of 
Macao, announced the opening 
of negotiations for the transfer 
of the old colony to the 

and China recently met to 
discuss the future of Macao. 
Portuguese sources announced 
subsequently that the 
incorporation of Macao into 
China will take effect in 1997, 
the same year that Hong Kong 
will be transfered from British 
to Chinese control. 

"One country, two systems" 

The "one country, two 

Deng Xiao-Plng: a one country, two systems policy for Macao 

People's Republic of China. 
At present Macao is 

regarded as a Portuguese 
"special territory". It has 
sovereignty in domestic 
matters and enjoys 
considerable administrative, 
economic and financial 
autonomy. However, its 
governors continue to be 
appointed by the Portuguese 
pre ident. 

Delegations from Portugal 

systems" policy consistently 
advocated by China with 
respect to the future of Hong 
Kong and Macao is now being 
tested in China itself under the 
impact of the sweeping 
economic reforms adopted 
there in the past few years. 

Eight years after the 
introduction of the "four 
modernizations" which were 
adopted in the wake of the 
isolationism of Mao Tse-Tung 
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Capitalist Paradise 

D Its entire territory mea ures only 16.4 
quare kilometers - one-third of 

which is the Peninsula of Macao; the rest 
consi ts of nearby islands. The penin ula 
h alwa)" ranked ahead of the i lands of 
Taipa and Coloane in terms of economic 
importance. 

With a rlXed population of 400,0 0 and 
an untold number of visitors, Macao boasts 
the highest populational density in the 
world. The local population provides 
cheap manpower, unprotected by legal 
contracts or effective labor laws. Along 
with easy credit and fiscal incentives, this 
makes Macao a real capitalist paradise
"um negocio da China" as the Portuguese 
like to say, or the ideal place "to make a 
killing." 

Although it imports most of the raw 
materials it needs and nearly all its 
essential consumer goods, Macao had a 
positive trade balance of US$ 125 million 
in 1985. That year, the number one 
importer of its fabrics and garments, toys, 
and clay and leather products was the 
United States, followed by the People's 
Republic of China and the European 
Economic Community. 

Since it WOD administrative autonomy 
in 1975, Macao has twice enjoyed 
government surpluses - in 1980 and 1985. 
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rruplion and contraband 
m ng high government 

offi in] • a well a 

Macao's Cassino Fluluante 

Last year, . however, tax revenues 
amounted to US$ 265 million, while public 
expenditures rose to US$ 300 million - a 
deficit of US$ 35 million. 

Of the 4.3 million visitors who entered 
Macao in 1985, Ie than 500,000 were 
strictly tourists. The remainder, most or 
them Hong Kong residents, were headed 
for the blackjack tables and roulette 
wheels of the casinos. 

According to official figures, Macao's 
legally authorized casinos produced some 
US$ 55 million in fiscal receipts in 1985, or 
approximately 40 percent of the territory's 
total revenues. Operating 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year, gambling is Macao'S 
greatest attraction: there are no casinos in 
nearby Hong Kong. • 

(CJ. and R.B.C.) 



'cr, IICrea e in criminal activity 
;ed and delinquency. 
of The fundamental principles 

ng, of the reform were the return 
10 material incentives in order 
to increase productivity, the 
reliance on private 
entrepreneurship in rural 
area, and the partial 
deregulation of previously 
rontrolled price. However, 
the ommuni t Party 
committee charged with 
evaluating the reforms has 
noted several negative trends. 
For in tance, it reported that 
the new rural policy has 
caused less successful farmers 
~ abandon their fields in favor 
of higher paying jobs 
dsewhere, especially in 
industry and trade, and that 
price deregulation ha led to 
i1egal price increases and 
speculation. 

The reform have had their 
greatest impact on those areas 
singled out for special 
economic development -
jirticularly Shenzhen and 
Zhuhai, which are located near 
Hong Kong and Macao. These 
regions of China were 
Bllended to become "wealth 
belts" capable of promoting a 
gradual, bilateral assimilation 
of the two opposing economic 
systems. To what extent and 
how long the "one country, 
two systems" experiment can 
be maintained will be known 
only after 1997. 

"Privileged relations" 

For Macao residents, the 
number one priority is to 
preserve political tability in 
their territory as the basis for 
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Daily life continues despite the prospect of change 

development and prosperity. 
This concern over stability 
may lead them to favor a 
continuing Portuguese pres
ence. 

A small European country, 
Portugal can use Macao, in the 
words of a well-informed 
economist, "as a major tool for 
privileged relations now and in 
the future with one of the 
world's large t economic, 
political and military powers -
China." 

Garcia Leandro, Macao's 
first governor appointed after 
the 1975 revolution in 
Portugal, maintain that the 
Portuguese should not be 
forced to leave just because 

the territory will be turned 
over to China. "There are an 
unlimited number of 
possibilities", he noted, "and I 
believe the territory can be 
handled as a Portuguese
Chinese joint venture." 

Most Portuguese would 
prefer to see the transition 
occur as slowly as possible, for 
the sake of stability and future 
Portuguese interests in the 
area. Of course, China will 
have the last word on the 
matter, and sinologists agree 
that Peking has no doubts 
about the future of Macao. _ 

Reported by Cecilia 
Jorge and R. B. Coelho; 

edited by V. Bachetta 
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A friea/Malawi 

South Africa's 
Great Black Hope 
President-for-Life Banda has turned Malawi into a base for South Africa's effort to 
destabilize the ozambican government. 

President-Cor-LiCe Banda cheered on by a group or upporter 

Many MaJawis believe that 
their President - for

Life Hastings Kamuzu Banda 
is endowed with supernat
ural powers. Thus, the 
visit made by late Mozam
bican President Samora 
Machel to the Malawi capital 
of Blantyre last September to 
demand that Banda withdraw 
his support of Mozambican 
National Resistance (MNR) re
bels, was perceived as risky 
business. When Machel died in 
an airplane crash a month lat
er, the superstitious believed 
that Machel had been killed by 
the old man's "army of bees." 

This belief may not be 
entirely unfounded. Banda 
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does appear to be protected by 
an army of bees, although not 
all of them of the African 
kind. In addition to dozens of 
military instructors supplied by 
South Africa, a number of 
Israeli advisers have also 
recently set up camp in 
Blantyre. Besides helping to 
protect old man Banda, these 
foreign advisers are helping 
him to tum the country into a 
base for South Africa's 
destabilizing attacks on 
Mozambique and other south
ern African countries that 
oppose apartheid. 

Banda has long maintained 
links to South Africa and to 
the MNR - a South Afri-

can- ponsored armed band 
that has been harassing 
Mozambique ever since the 
latter won its full 
independence in 1974. The 
only new ingredient is the 
addition of J raeli support in 
this war of attrition against 
Mozambique, which South 
Africa seems to want to 
divide in two: the apartheid 
regime appears intent 00 

driving a wedge along the 
corridor leading to Luabo on 
the Mozambican seacoast. 

This intricate web of 
poli tical, military and 
economic intrigue began to 
unravel immediately after the 
summit of the Non-Aligned 



of 

\lovernent in Harare, Zim
!I1bwe, last eptember. At that 
mceting, Machel not only 
lSI;ed hi counterparts in 
lOuthem Africa - the presi
dents of Angola, Zimbabwe, 
ZAmbia, Bot wana and Tan
zania - to join him in the 
effort to top Banda's open
\Upport of the MNR, but he 
also propo ed an economic and 
military boycott of Malawi 
should Banda refuse to 
comply. Machel's scheme 
arunediately illicited a number 
of threats from South Africa. 
In fact, President P.W. Botha 
seems determined to save the 
skin of his old black ally, who 
has consistently denied ex
lending any help to the MNR 
- despite abundant evidence to 
!he contrary. 

Border ten ions 

Late last October, Banda's 
denials were again proven 
false by journalists who visited 
!he Malawi-Mozambican 
border. Mozambican soldiers 
deployed along the south 
Malawi border told the 
reporters that the MNR had 
launched a major attack 
against the CAIA agrobusiness 
complex on October 3, only 
weeks after Machel officially 
denounced Banda's involve
ment with the MNR during 
a trip to Japan. 

Mozambican public em
ployees residing near the 
border claim that the region 
has never been as tense as it 
has been in the past few 
months. MNR rebels have 
launched terroris t attacks 
against the Mozambican 
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MOZAMBIQUE 

population, apparently in 
collusion with the Malawi 
border patrol. When rumors of 
an MNR attack begin to 
pread and it appears 

imminent, Malawi border 
officials inexplicably disappear 
from their posts, allowing the 
MNR bands to destroy 
military and public facilities on 
the Mozambican side. Later, 
Malawi residents cross the 
border and ransack the rubble. 
Once the destruction is 
complete, the Malawi border 
officials return to their stations 
as though nothing had 
happened. 

Similar raids have occurred 
sporadically since Mozambique 
won its independence, but they 
have escalated in fequency and 
violence since Banda signed 
the Nkomati agreement with 
South Africa in February 
1984. The agreement allows 

, 
, 

I 

Malawi, which 
has an extensive 
border with 
Mozambique, is 
an ideal base for 
the South 
African-sponsond 
MNR 

South Africa to concentrate in 
Malawi the elite of the MNR 
troop, who are trained by 
Israeli and South African 
instructors stationed in 
Blantyre. 

The Malawi constitution 
forbids the government from 
keeping regular armed forces, 
but in reality the country's 
7,OOO-strong police force 
operates as a proxy army. It 
includes a swift deployment 
unit styled after the western 
Mobile Forces and a dreaded 
secret police - the so-called 
Special Branch - which has 
been responsible for several 
border raids. Mozambican 
army officers have accused 
both the Malawi secret police 
and Israeli advisers of 
torturing captured Mo-
zambican soldiers. Recent
ly, a group of 1,500 Mo
zambican troops who had 
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drifted into laJawi t rrit r 
unt r with the tron-t 

members \\h 
hand dover t 

Tb R m 

P 

from outh frica 
through lozambique and 
Zimbabwe along dirt roads. 
under th prot tion of armed 

orts. 10zambican and Zim
babwean officials are pre
vented by elti ling interna
tional agreements from 
in pecling the contents of the 
true'. Their suspicions, 
however, were confumed in 
early 19 6 when one of the 
truck rolled over and spilled 
its load of rifles, grenade and 
ammunition. 

Although Mozambique 
could theoretically put a stop 
to the arms supply, the 
consequences of such a move 
could prove serious. It might 
prompt a South African 
invasion of southern 
Mozambique, and a Mozam
bican blockade of these 
shipments would at least create 
an embarrassing situation for 
signatories of the Preferential 
Trade Agreement (PTA),which 
include several former British 
colonies, such as Zambia, 
Tanzania. and Kenya - in 
addition to Malawi. Under the 
PT A, cargos shipped by 
member countries enjoy 
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on th 
troop tation d in the area are 
in re ingly fru trated by the 
military tal mate. Although 
they are permanently haras ed 
by the MNR band, they 
cannot pur ue them into 
1alawi territory. To further 

complicate matter, operl'ling 
freely in the area cre 
helicopters urplied to 1alawi 
by South Africa. In October, 
one of them landed in 
Mozambican territory next to 
a jozambican mobile tele
vision un't which was fllming 
one of the MNR attacks. 
Shortly afterwards, the 
helicopter returned to Malawi 
without molesting the TV 
crew members. 

Given that Malawi is the 
base for the elite troops of the 
MNR, and that the latter are 
extensively aided by South 
Africa and Israel, Mozambican 
diplomats and military leaders 
believe that Banda still hopes 
to create a no-man's-land out 
of a strip of territory con
necting the extreme south 
of Malawi to the Mozambican 
port of Luabo. 

The idea of establishing 
such a corridor is an old one 
which predates Mozambican 

a s pnrati t move-
m nt r at d by the 
P rtugu r t police and 

rganized by th then-Por-
n ul in Blantyre, 

Jorge Jardim 
bj ctive was to 

e tabli h ju't such a trip of 
land, out ide of the control of 
th nationali t Mozambican 
Liberation Front (FRELlMO), 
the oq~anization which 
eventually expelled the 
Portuguese and took power in 
Mozambique. According to'the 
UNAR plans, Mozambique 
was to be pHt into two 
section separated by the 
o-called Rombezia corridor. 

The outhern part was 
expected to fall under South 
African control, while the 
north was to remain in 
FRELIMO hand . 

After independence, the 
Rombezia scheme was 
dropped, in part because it 
violated the rule e tablished 
by the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU) regarding the 
preservation of exiSting 
borders. The UNAR sub
sequently transformed itself 
into the Free Africa Move
ment, still under Jardim's 
leader hip. It was disbanded in 
1980 when the Mozambican 
army de troyed its main 
military ba es. 

In 1984, however, it was 
rumored that the South 
African government, in 
collusion with Banda, wa 
planning to revive both the 
UNAR and the Rombezia 
is ue, this time u ing the sheer 
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is 
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force of arm and economic 
mfluence. At pre.ent it 
appear that outh Africa ha 
r:hievcd a t lea t part 0 fit 
goal: last July the independent 
Briti h TV station ITN rured a 
documentary produced by a 
crew of cameramen who 
traveled by land from the coast 
to Mala wi along the dirt 
road of the Rombezia 
corridor, under the protection 
of armed MNR per onne!. 
Howevl~r, Mozambican 

troOps till patrol the 1,200-
.kilometer long corridor, which 
~ mostly devoid of economic 
\'3Iue, except at its ex tremities. 
MajOr ugar mills are located 
It one end in Luabo, while on 
!he other side are the fertile 
L1nds of the Angonia complex 
and the Moatise coal re erve . 
'evertheles, hould Malawi 

DlCrease it mill tary pressure, 
the MNR may oon gain 
access to the ea, thus enabling 
it to dispense with the current 
supply rou tes through 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 

According to military and 
diplomatic sources in the 
Mozambican capital of 
Maputo, thi is the real 
purpo e behind the present 
MNR offensive in central 
Mozambique. These officials 
scoff at the clrums made by 
South A frican Foreign 
Minister "Pik" Botha who 
says that documents retrieved 
from the de troyed pre
sidential aircraft reveal that 
Machel was planning to 
intervene militarily in Malawi. 

An enigmatic dictator 

most intrigucd diplomats, 
politicians, political scientists 
and journalists with an interest 
in African affrurs. Born in 
1902, he lived half of his life 
abroad, first in the former 
Southern Rhode ia, now Zim
babwe, and South Africa, and 
later in the United States, 
where he received a degree in 
medicine. He later worked as a 
doctor in England and Ghana 

Icke Banda 

as treason. 
President Banda was quick 

to give full vent to his 
totalitarian leanings. In the 
first few months after 
independence, when his 
ministers demanded a greater 
degree of authority 10 

administrative matters, he 
simply fired the entire cabinet. 
Two years later, he proclrumed 
the Republic of Malawi and 
named himself president-for-

~ life. In 1970 he became the 
<: first black chief of state 

on the African continent to 
mruntain diplomatic relations 
with the apartheid regime, 
arguing that Malawi could 
benefit from economic co-
operation with South 
Africa. 

By 1971, a growing 
number of Malawi politicians 
were being arrested or simply 
elirninated. Most of them were 
public officials who had 
demanded greater autonomy in 
their functions, or political 
figures whom the world press 
had tabbed as likely political 
heirs to Banda. One of these 
was a relative of the president 
named Aleke, who was the 
MCP secretary-general and 
had been cited by the Times of 
Zambia as Banda's probable 
successor. Aleke was arrested 
and is still being held a 
prisoner at the penitentiary of 
Zomba. 

It is Banda himself who has 
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before returning to his native 
Malawi in 1958. There he soon 
rose to the leadership of a 
nationalist movement that later 
became the ruling Malawi 
Congress Party (MCP). The 
son of a traditional family, Dr. 
Banda had little difficulty in 
imposing his patriarchial, 
authoritarian style on the party 
and, after independence in July 
1964, on the government. 
Under his initial adminis
tration, any hint of dissent 
was inlmediately branded 

Even worse was the fate of 
Albert Muwalo Nqumayo, 
who also attruned the post of 
MCP secretary-general. 
Accused 0 f treason by a jury 
personally selected by Banda, 
he was sentenced to death and 
executed in 1977. Since then, 
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the job of se retary-g n ral of 
I al a wi' Ie party h been 

understandabl · regard d as a 
very dangerou one . 

The list of fallen 1CP 
cretary-general i a long 

on . G wanda Phiri has been in 
jail ince 1979 under a 22-year 
prison sentence. Bakili Moluzi 
was dismissed from his job in 
1981 and forced to live in exile 
in a small village. In 1983, 
Dick Matenje died mysteri
ously in an automobile 
accident, shortly after having 
criticized Banda's decision to 
take a full year's vacation in 
England and appoint the 
then-president of the Bank of 
Malawi, John Tembo, as his 
temporary replacement. Since 
Matenje's death no other 
Malawi politician has dared to 
accept the position of 
secretary-general of the MCP. 

In 1983, a new eminence 
grise emerged behind the 
throne in Malawi - Tembo's 
niece "L1Idy" Cecilia Kadza
mira. Her position is tectini
cally that of the president's 
Official Hostess, but her 
informal relations with the 
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old dictator have given rise to 
speculation that, Ihank 10 her, 
Tembo icon idered Banda's 
mo I likely uccessor. 
Together, he and Tembo 
control th Iwo main tays of 
the Banda regime - women 
and the police. 

Capitalizing on the tradi
tional predominance of 
women in African families, 
Banda had, even before 
independence, dedicated spe
cial attention to his female 
subjects. They call him the 
Nkhoswe (Protector) of 
mbumbas (women) for having 
created the Women's League, 
an organization that holds a 
monopoly on the sale of 
alcoholic beverages in the 
country, in addition to 
enjoying certain special 

privileges in private bids for 
the installalion of trading 
shops. In recognition for the 
economic advantages granted 
them by the dictator, Malawi 
women have made him their 
champion. All of the estimated 
200,000 members of the 
league wear a band around 
their waists bearing his smiling 

ffi y. n nati nal holidays 
and pre'id ntial birthday, 
hundred. f mbllmbas gather 

f r th njika Hou e, the 
ffi iul pre idenlial re idence 

10 lanlyr, t perform ongs 
nnd danc • . 

1any M..Jawis believe that 
th Worn n' League is in 
reality the ountry' dominant 
political party and that the 
M P con i Is merely of 
candidate 10 po ilion in the 
cabinel and provincial govern. 
ment . Lady Cecilia' power 
has grown 0 trong in the past 
few years that sht; has recently 
decided to create her own 
women' organization, with no 
objection from Banda. 
Tembo, her protege, is also 
con idered very powerful, and 
con tant rumor peg him as the 
key man in forging Malawi's 
relations with outh Africa, 
Israel and the MNR. He is 
likely to be a key figure in 
South Africa's policy designed 
to destabilize Mozambique. 
And according to ources in 
Maputo, he has often 
negioliated with the South 
Africans behind Banda's back. 

The president-for-life, pro· 
bably f~ling the weight of 

Mozambican pressure, recently I 

sent Tembo to try to appease 
Maputo authorities. But there 
is little hope of a lasting 

understanding. Not only does 
Malawi have strong links to 
South Africa, but old man 
Banda seem more confident 
than ever in his personal iirmy 

of bees. • 

Carlos Castilho and 
Pedro Pimenta 

(rom Maputo 



Women/Papua New Guinea 

Victims of Progress 
Traditionally, women had an equal role in agricultural 
~oduction. The legacy of colonialism is male 
~ominance of the sector, poor nutrition and the 
exploitation of women. 

The part that women play 
in subsistence agriculture 

~ of vital importance as it 
contributes directly to the 
survival of the family. Feeding 
the population in Papua New 
Guinea is, as in all countries, 
an important national function. 
However, both national 
and provincial governments do 
very little to improve 
subsistence agriculture. Food 
~ the mo t basic need of all 
people and therefore food 
productiom, to feed the 
people, is the first priority of 
lOY community or nation. 
Women in Papua New 
Guinea con tribu te signif
JCaJltly in this vital, but 
nationally neglected, sub is
tenee economy. 

Women's role in traditional 
SOCiety 

defme the expected roles of 
males and females. Tradition
ally there is a division of sex 
roles, where men and women 
are expected to perform 
certain tasks. Generally, 
women's primary roles are 
producing food, child-rearing, 
and caring for domesticated 
animals, etc., while men are 
expected to perform the more 
muscular tasks such as the 
clearing of new garden sites, 

building houses, maintammg 
fences, hulling out canoes, 
fishing or hunting. In a 
traditional society, everyone 
has a particular duty to 
perform for the well-being 
of the community. 

Women in Papua New 
Guinea have traditionally 
played a very important part in 
the community, producing 
food to feed the family and 
bringing up the children. 

Throughout Papua New 
Guinea, subsistence agriculture 
practices are similar. In the 
past every member of the 
family had clear roles to play. 
When a new garden was 
made, children, youths and 
adults worked together, 
each knowing what they had 
to do. Neighbors and relatives 
also helped. In return, when 
food was harvested, the owner 

Papua New Guinea is a 
diverse society in which over 
seven hundred languages are 
spoken. Despite the many 
diff~rent tribes, each with its 
OWn traditions, beliefs and 
values, there are in general 
certain common norm that Women ploy on essential economic role In traditional society 
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of the garden hared th 
harv ts with n ighbors 
"pa 'In nt" for their help, 
Relative n nnall' would be 
given a porri n of the garden 
to plant their o\'m food crop . 

There are ta k each 
member ha to perform 
when ne\\ garden are cleared. 
1en and youth will lash and 

burn a new garden site. They 
then collect all the big pieces 
of wood and pile them either 
on the side of the garden or in 
the cleared area, to be used 
as firewood when dry. 
Women and young girls 
collect leaves and smaller 
branches and pile them up to 
bum. Men dig out tree stumps 
to give more planting space, 
leaving behind the huge 
stumps. 

In the highlands, it is a 
normal practice to dig drains 
for drainage purposes. In 
water-logged areas, drains are 
dug to get rid of excess water 
and also to serve as drainage. 

ormally, clearing and 
burning of garden sites is done 
during the dry season. Whilst 
clearing is done, seeds and 
planting material are being 
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!! ~ r sit s I tion. Normally 
~ m n I ar th area and make 

-~~~~i~~ ~,.o;:-':lII1IW. ~ drain. r m und . In higher 
<i ~ altjtude area ' mound are 

prepared. Planting begin after 
clearing of the garden ite. 

There are orne food crop 
which men alone are 
re pon ible for planting. 
Likewi e, other crop are left 
to women. For example, in the 
rughland there are certain 
seedling which men are 
re pon ible for planting uch 
as sugarcane, bananas, and pit 
pit (edjble saccharum edule), 
while women plant com 
(maize), green leafy 
vegetables, beans and 
cucumbers. Girls work closely 
with their mothers and elderly 
women, while young boys 
work alongside older men. For 
the young people, it is a 
learning process, an 
educational experience where 
ideas, methods and gardening 
rituals are passed on to the 
younger generation. 

Weeding and general 
tending of the garden is done 
by women and girls. 
Harvesting is also a function 
perfonned by women, as is 
food preparation tor con
sumption. 

For a sweet potato garden , 
farmers have their own criteria 

~ made by men and 
., m n. llection and 
planting f w et potatoes is 
arri d out by women. 

\! e ding, harve ting and 
ling are primarily women's 

re pon ibiliti . 
While w men tend the 

garden. men are occupied 
with om other activitie such 
a mendjng fences, building 
hou helping another 
member of the village make a 
new garden or taking part in 
tribal warfare. In a traditional 
ub i tence agriculture society, 

every member of the family is 
occupied in doing omething. 
Everyone feel part of, and 
participate fully in, the ocial 
and economic activities of the 
community. 

Apart from producing food 
for the family, women also are 
re pon ible for the children's 
weI fare and upbringing 
Women pass on to children the 
moral and whatever the 
children need to know at an 
early age. Both males and 
females grow up together in 
their early childhood period. 
When boys reach ten years, 
they accompany their uncles 
and fathers, while girls of that 
age accompany their mothers 
in communal or village chores. 

Western influences 
on women 

During the colonial period. 
there wa much emphasiS on 
cash cropping and large calc 
livestock development proj· 



~I . The. e agricultural 
: Item and 'y terns were 
,try new to individuals who 
lad a long hi tory 0 f 
\lbsi tence gardening, where 

Ih and burn had been their 
~itional method. 

The introduction of 
Christianity into 
New Guinea's 

:ommunitie ha changed 
fe lyle patterns, beliefs, 
.:tilude and behavior . Tribal 
nrfare and ceremonial activ
Ilies have been stopped. 
!he general trend of people's 
iltilUdes wa that the Christian 
~tief or Western Christianity 
us a better way of life than 

Western mi sionarie went 
Ihroughout the country 
ronverting people to believe in 
lIld practice hri tianity in the 
ny they (the missionarie) 
perceived. Following the 
colonial government came 
Mlministrator who 1(ept up 
that foreign ystem of 
government. Mis ionarie and 
government officials played a 
complemen tary role in the 
141'ly takeover day ' of Papua 
~ew GUinea. 

Colonial expansion exerted 
I significant impact upon 
IUbsistence agricultural life. 
The role of women in the 
lraditional community chang
ed; women in some areas 
iSSumed more responsibilities 
and performed duties which 
men had carried out in the 
past. 

In Some communities, men 
were taken out as laborers to 
Work on cocoa, copra and 
rubber plantations far away 
from their own village 
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environment. For example, a 
number of highlanders were 
recruited as plantation laborers 
to work in plantations in the 
coastal regions. This resulted 
in women assuming more 
work doing what they used to 
do and at the same time 
performing work normally 
done by men. 

In Papua New Guinea's 
urban cities and towns there 
exi ts a sector of village 
women who have migrated 
either to accompany their 

Some village women in 
urban areas have occupied 
themselves in gardening on 
vacant government land. In 
Lae, the adjoining atzera hills 
have been overgardened, 
causing landslips, excess water 
run-off and destruction of the 
environment. The quality of 
food produced in these areas is 
declining due to the loss of soil 
fertility and infestation of 
destructive insects. Women are 
continuing to make gardens to 
keep themselves occupied and 

~ to supplement their husbands' 
~ low incomes. These activities 
c3 are not the same as in the 
c: 
<> village, but at least these 
8. ~ women are trying their best to 
~ exist in an urban environment. !5 

husbands who are employed or 
younger women in earch of a 
better life. Women whose roles 
had been that of subsistence 
food producers are now 
exposed to a very different 
environment. They either live 
in an overcrowded settlement 
area or in a Housing 
Commission house with 
very little room for 
gardening activity. These 
women are in a situation 
where they are dependent 
and feel isolated. 

Perceptions of women 

I t has been noticed that a 
woman will ell the best food 
she produces; the rest is 
con umed by the family. Food 
quality is low and meals are 
normally unbalanced, resulting 
in malnutrition. Women from 
the rural areas think that 
things from towns and cities 
are good. Therefore, what 
little money they may have 
they pend on unhealthy foods 
such as cheesepops, bi cuits, 
lolliwater, etc. People in 
general have false notion of 
change and the impression that 
Western civilization i uperior 
to their Melanesian tradition. 

Younger women migrating 
to towns eeking a beUer, 
easier life have ended up being 
prostitute in order to survive. 
Prostitutes are seen a 
individuals of low morals 
within the community. There 
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Out ider 
the can learn the customs and 
tradition of a particular tribe, 
or even a province, within the 
hort period in olved in 

researching a thesis. The role 
of worn n in the community in 
Papua ew Guinea has been 
misinterpreted on the 
international scene. 

The majority of agricultural 
extension workers meet with 
men in the village while 
women are actually out in the 
field, either clearing, planting, 
weeding or harvesting the 
families' food. The agricultural 
extension officers' role was to 
advise farmers on new 
techniques directed towards 
raising farm productivity and 
improving living standards for 
farmers. Women who were 
actually working in the 
gardens never benefited from 
the extension services of the 
government: they continued to 
follow their own gardening 
systems. 

During the colonial period, 
the Department of Agriculture 
Stock and Fisheries introduced 
new cash crops such as coffee, 
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Women' rol are misinterpreted 

cocoa, copra and rubber. 
People were told that they 
could get money for the e 
crop . Villagers established 
cash crop on their best 
gardens near their homes. This 
meant that the women had to 
cover some distance to 
cultivate land to produce their 
families ' food. Large-scale 
livestock production, espe
cially cattle under village con
ditions, led to many problems 
because expatriate cattle 
projects on either government 
land or on land purchased 
from village people had 
modem technology to assist in 
continuous, high-quality 
production. Villagers divided 
their days into community 
activities and food production 
while at the same time 
managing whatever projects 
were established. Women also 
spent time working on cash 
crops, besides their nonnal 
duties. 

Policies since independence 

In 1975, when Papua New 
Guinea became independent, 

e t n i n offi er eem to 
have fall n into the arne trap 
as their male counterparts,just 
traveling t e and advise on 
c h crop. There are few 
female officer who are 
attempting to work with 
women at a subsistence level. 
Is eems that individual 
attitudes, commitment and 
ability to adapt and accept 
village women as they are is a 
key to extension work for 
female extension officers. 

Women in Papua New 
Guinea are experts in 
gardening in their own way. 
For new practices to be 
accepted, the benefits (i.e., in 
terms of a good harvest) have 
to be proven. This means that 
one has to wait for a whole 
cycle to prove that the advice 
being given is worthwhile. 
Many times, exten ion officers 
introduce particular crops and 
then never return . 

Subsistence agriculture has 
never been a priority in 
government development 
plans. Politicians talk about 
improving subsistence 
agriculture and improving 
village conditions in terms of 
work and government fmance; 
little has. been done to 
introduce and improve simple 
and appropriate technologies 
that will increase subsistence 
food production. The majority 



, Papua New Guinea's people 
live on food produced by 

l~bSl!i!enl=e gardening. 
Today, in many parts of 

New Guinea, women 
having problems producing 

good quality food to 
their families . Population 

have forced people 
over-garden their land, 

has led to loss of soil 
and ero ion. The long 

:allow period of the pa t, 
,hich gave enough time for 
lie land to regain its organic 
fertility, are no longer with us. 

In other areas, where 
fOPulation is not so dense, 
lomen are walking long 
mtances to cultivate good, 
fertile soil to plant their food 
crops. Land close to the 
linages is no longer suitable, 
or is planted with cash crops, 
or has developed into 
grassland due to continued 
overuse. 

Women are also facing 
IOcial problems such as men 
!pending their time consuming 
alcohol and neglecting to 
l'Ork. Fatherless children are 
tting born because traditional 
IIOralS and strict behavior of 
~ two sexes are not observed 
it many villages today. Change 
has become more diverse and 
tapid in Papua New Guinea, 
and this directly affects 
traditional cultural structures 
and norms.There is a demand 
for innovation and simple 
appropriate techniques which 
R1bsistence fanners can 
mtegrate into their present 
farming methods. These are 
OOCessary to improve food 
production and prevent 
deterioration of their land 
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Subsistence agriculture: a need tor appropriate technology 

resources, to help village 
farmers to survive, to restore 
their dignity and to help them 
adapt to the destructive 
changes caused by big 
development projects spon
sored by government and 
foreign investments. 

In fact, there has been little 
or no real effort to improve 
subsistence food production. If 
there was an economic 
recession in Papua New 
Guinea, 80% of the village 
people would be almost 
unaffected because their 
livelihood does not depend on 
imported goods. 

The Morobe Women's 
Association, a recently 
established provincial women's 
organization, is aware of the 
importance of subsistence food 
production that involves 
womanpower. The association 
has considered problems that 
women are facing and has 

come up with policies for 
provincial governments to 
consider in their overall 
provincial development plans. 
The association maintains that 
women's development must be 
part and parcel of the whole 
community. Women should not 
be isolated from the 
community in which they live. 
Any program, course, etc. 
conducted or organized by the 
association has to involve the 
whole community. In the past, 
many change agents have 
isolated women's activities 
from those of the rest of the 
community. This method has 
failed. The association would 
like avoid past mistakes such 
as the dissemination of 
infonnation to men in the 
village and not to women. • 

Fingke Z. Samana 

Reprinted from Development Dossier, 
published by the Australian Council for 
Overseas Ald. 
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y/Terrorism 

War of Words 
Professor Edward Herman demonstrates in this 
article how the White House distorts the meaning of the 
term terrorism in order to justify its actions around the 
world. 

F
or the average citizen of 
the West, the idea of the 

United States as a sponsor of 
iltemational terrorism - let 
alone the dominant ponsor
lIould appear utterly 
ilcomprehen ible. A fter all, 
one read daily that the United 
States is leading the charge 
against omething it calls 
'terrorism," and it regularly 
ISSails its allies for dragging 

feet in responding to 
On the other hand, 

the U.S. government has 
organized a mercenary army to 
attack Nicaragua, and even 
provided it with a printed 
manual of recommended acts 
of sabotage and murder, 
which has been implemented 
by the proxy army, at the cost 
of well over a thou and 
Nicaraguan civilian lives. The 
U.S. government has given 
unstinting support to the 
apartheid government of 
South Africa, which 

invaded, and organized its own 
mercenary armies, to subvert a 
string of frontline states, again 
at the cost of many thousands 
of civilian lives. The western 
media, however, never refer to 
the United States or South 
A frica as "terrorist states", 
even though both of them have 
killed vastly greater numbers 
than Muammar Qaddafi or the 
Red Brigades. 

The reason for the western 
misperception is that the 
powerful defme terrorism, and 
the western media loyally 
follow the agenda of their own 
leaders. The powerful 
naturally defme terrorism to 
exclude their own acts and 
those of their friends and 
clients. 

"If I don't like it, call 
it terrorism." 



in '; a hingt n h found it 
po ible arbitrarily t 
de ignate any group 
counU) \ hi h it ppo 
"terrori t." and thi will 
Iran mitt d t the publi b 
the m 

icaragua. Th ovi t ni n 

\ a pre umably omitted 
becau e of the upcoming 
Summit meeting. The mec:a 
reported that Syria had been 
spared as "a gesture of 
gratitude" to President Hafez 
A sad for his role in 
negotiating the release of 39 
u.s. hostage in Lebanon! The 
pre failed to discuss the fact 
that South Africa and 
Guatemala (among others) 
were omitted, that Nicaragua 
does not murder is own 
citizens as South Africa and 
Guatemala have done on a 
large scale, and that Nicaragua 
has not invaded other 
countries or organized 
subversive forces to destabilize 
other countries, as South 
Africa has done in many places 
and as the United States does 
quite openly to Nicaragua 
itself. The ludicrousness and 
hypocrisy of the United States 
calling Nicaragua a terrorist 
state was entirely unnoticed 
and without effect on the 
objective reporting by the U.S. 
press. With a compliant mass 
media, especially in the United 
States but also among its 
clients, terror is what the 
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powerful U.S. government 
declare to be terror. As it is 
now using the concept with 
audacious and arbitrary 
abandon, it is employing the 
"If I don' t like it, call it 
terrorism" definition of 
terrorism. 

Exclusion of State 
Terrorism: Retail Versus 
Wholesale Terror 

In its semantic manipulation 
of terrorism and related 
words, a number of devices 
are used by the United States 
and its intellectual 
spokespersons to differentiate 
friends and sel f from 
"terrorists." Perhaps the most 
important is to confine the use 
of the word to non-state 
actors and actions; i. e., to 
define terrorism as the use of 
violence to oppose govern
ments. This departs from 
standard and traditional usage, 
according to which terrorism 
is a mode of governing as we)) 
as of opposing governments by 
means of intimidation. 

By excluding governments, 
South Africa, Guatemala, and 
Israel are removed from the 
category of terrorist, while the 
African National Congress 
(ANe) , rebel groups in 
Guatemala, and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) 
are automatically eligible. This 
is grotesque in terms of both 
numbers of victims and fonns 
of violence employed by state 
and non-state intimidators, but 
it is extremely convenient in 
terms of western priorities and 
interests. The governments 
protected by this word usage 
are allies, clients, and self; the 
groups automatically made 
"terrorists" oppose these 
clients and western defense of 
the status quo.1 

To focus more sharply on 
the absurdity of this 
definitional system, I shall use 
the concepts of "retail" and 
" wholesale" terror: dissident 
individuals and groups kill on a 
retail basis (that is, on a small 
scale, with limited re ourees to 
kill and with sma)) numbers of 
victims); states kill wholesalr. 



fbi fairly obviou but 
neglected point is displayed 
dramatically by a com pari on 
~f the numbers killed by tate 
rill non-state terrorists in 
recent d cades. ingle 
lICident f tate terrori m 
frequently involve many more 
blling than multi -year total 
for non- tate terrori t (not to 
!pUk of the vastly greater 
Dumber allocable to state 
~rrori t on a multiyear basis). 

In fact, the multi-year 
aggregate between 1968 and 
1982 for the Baader-Meinhof 
group (40 victims), the Red 
Brigades (90), and the 
bogeymen of the western 
media, the PLO (2 2), even 
when taken together fall short 
ofthe total for single epi odes 
of violence by outh Africa, 
El Salvador and I rael. Over 
100 died as a result of the 
South African a ault on the 
Ka singa refugee camp in 
Angola in 1978; a similar 
number died in the Rio Surnpul 
massacre in EI a1vador in 
1980; and between 1,900 and 
3,500 died in the eptember 
1982 I raeli attacks in 
Lebanon on Sabra and hatila. 
The evidence suggests that if 
we were to allow state 
(wholesale) terror to be 
mcluded in our defmition of 
terror and give it attention 

on remotely proportional to 

~
liS numbers, EI Salvador, Guate

mala, Indone ia, I rael and the 
United States itself would be 

nt pushed to center tage. The 
18 Red Brigades and the PLO 
~I would recede to the back-
1,10 ground. But this would not 
of conform to the demand of 
lr western power. 
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Terrorism Versus 
"Retaliation" 

A second important device 
allowing "terrorist" to be 
applied only to the enemy is 
distinguishing between ter
rori m and "retaliation," and 
inlply asserting that we and 

our friends only "retaliate" to 
somebody el e's "terrorism." 
In a equence of violence, it is 
often very difficult to 
determine where the process 
began, and thus the distinction 
between terror and retaliation 

hijackings of ships. A note 
found on the body of one of 
the Rome terrorists speaks of 
vengeance for the Israe
li-sponsored massacres of 
Palestianians at ShatiIa and 
Shaba, but this was not taken 
seriously in the West as 
making the Rome attacks 
merely "retaliation" for a prior 
terrorism.2 As Israel is a client 
of the United States, the West 
allows Israel to kill always in 
"retaliation," never as ter
rorism, whereas the PLO and 
other Palestinian groups are 

The ruins of a PLO bose following on Israeli air attack 

i often arbitrary and depends 
on the ability of one side to 
establish it claim by sheer 
power. Thus, when Israel 
bombed Tunis, killing 20 
Tunisian bystanders as well as 
many more Palestinians, the 
Reagan administration and the 
West accepted this as 
"retaliation," even though the 
action at Larnaca that 
allegedly elicited the Tuni 
attack wa explicitly stated by 
its perpetrators to have been a 
retaliatory act against Mossad 
agents involved in Israeli 

never allowed to be retaliating; 
they only engage in terrorism.3 

Terrorists as Indiscriminate 
Killers 

Terrorists are also 
sometimes di tinguished from 
non-terrorist perpetrators of 
violence by an alleged 
randomness or indiscriminate
ness in their attacks. This is 
presumably less moral than 
non-random killing, and the 
claim is u ed to lend an aura of 
evil to terrorists and 
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benignn t the th r 
(frequentl) • tate) killer,. 
\\ II-target d killing. 
h \\ eyer. i. n t e\'id nil) m re 
de nt than rand m killing. 

\\ 

t random 
h 

r 

th claim of having gone after 
a "I gitimate" target help 
ju tify th casualti that are 
alleged I) uniillended. 

A a que tion of fact, 
however the Palestian PLO, or 

\\ APO in 'amibia, or the 
'LF in ietnam, have not 

been more prone to 
indi criminate killing than state 
terrorist. lost non-state 
di sident act of violence are 
carefully targeted at orne 

• YIllbol 
LF in uth 

\ I'tnam. non-:ele th 
\i I 'n • \\ u. puni, hnbl ns 
ali 'naling th' P pul, r nn: 
: ught b) LF :trateg 
\\ h r' lli,' 'id 'Ilts take 
h :tag f· urs th 
\1 Om. arc oft n rand Ill, but 
n ith r th number of 'uch 

a·t:. nor th n.lllng 
:ualite have b en 

large.4 

n th other h nd. , tat 
terr r al 0 pre. ent a mixed 
picture of targeted and 
indi criminate killing. State 
terrori t in Latin merica 
have deliberatel) ought out 
political activi t and leader 
and cadres of organized 
groups, but where the targeted 
groups are large and diver e, 
and the term "cadre" is 
defined broadly (e.g., active 
union members), the policie 
are reasonably described as 
indi criminate. Furthermore, 
state terror is often very 
"generous" in attacking 
civilians at large where these 

Funeral procession of slain Salvadoran opposition leaders 
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ar' s· n ll. n irtual enemy 
population. Ic linto k points 

ut that "in t he case of a 
mao s bu. ed IIlsurgency, 
!'C ontled by the va t 
maj rit of the population, 
the per ption of the 'innocent 
ci i1ian' b come. obscured." 
He ontends that in Guatemala 
and EI alvador in the 
mid- 19805, and in the last 
y ars of moza. the tactics of 
. tate terror "have taken on an 
almost random, rna. -oriented 
form." 

The point applies to the 
U .. a sault on Indochina. The 
e ence of U. . policy in 
Indochina was the massive use 
of firepower in the country-

ide, based on minimal 
targeting information. Civilian 
death were seen as having the 
merits of reducmg an enemy 
population, forcing an exodu 
into the cities, arousing intense 
fear, and occasionally even 
killing an enemy soldier. In the 
U.S. mass media, 8-52 raids 
were generally reported to be 
directed at "enemy base 
camps," parroting the 
language of Pentagon press 
releac;e .. ThiS was partly true, 
in that the villages attacked did 
hou e a popUlation supportive 
of the rebels. Clearly, 
however, bombing addressed 
to an entire rural population is 
reasonably described as indis· 
criminate. This is reflected in 
the staggering casualty rates 
that were imposed on the 
defenseless peasant popula
tions. 

These policies have been 
brought to EI Salvador where 
the United States is noW 
carrying out, mainly but not 



.m) entirely by a proxy army and 
,in ~ Drforce, a Vietnam-style 
f a lI1ti·pcople. war in the 
ley, rountry. ide. asualty levels 
aSI are huge, but the western 
on, media have turned their 
len! allcntion to "terrori m." The 
!d." !3Jlle points apply to Israeli 
\ala bombing raid during the 1982 

~vasion of Lebanon and those 
rurrentIy being carried out 
again. t hi'ite village. in 
Southern Lebanon, with heavy 
firepower directed at heavily 
JXlpulatcd civilian area and 
!herefore involving essentially 
random killing. Again, the 
West is not arou ed and doe 
oot talk about going to the 
"source" of the e killing; they 

Terrori t as Manipulators 
or the Media 

Another basis on whi h 
western terrori m experts 
attempt to confIne attention to 
mdividual and small group 
actions rather than the more 
massive tate violence is by 
focusing on the alleged 
manipulation of the media by 
lerrorists. Terrori m may even 
be defined by the use of 
violence in conjunction with a 
!earch for media publicity. 
SQme retail terrorist activities 
are designed to attract 
altention to grievances, and 
!he terrorist count on the 
media giving publicity to their 
hijacking and taking of 
oostage. State terron t , by 
CUntrast, do not rely on the 
media in their own proce es 
of intimidation, becau e their 
capacity for violence i 
sufficiently great to have the 
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U. S. fi/:hters aboard the US Saratoga, off the coast of Libya 

desired effects without 
deliberate enlistment of 
publicity. In fact, the problem 
for state terrori ts is keeping 
the media quiet, so that 
violence can be carried out 
without undue public reaction. 

As dt ident terrorists seek 
publicity, while tate terrorists 
hun it a interfering with their 

freedom to kill, it i obvious 
that a focu' on the "theater of 
terror" automatically erve an 
apologetic function. It also 
allows con ervatives to berate 
the media for "encouraging 
terrorism" by giving the 
terrorists a great deal of 
publicity. This involves a 
double deception. One is the 
implication that the media treat 
di ident terrori t sympatheti
cally. While the media 
occa ionally do convey some 
of the grievances of the 
terrorists and allow them to 
appear in a human light, media 
coverage of terrorist events i 
still heavily dominated by 
official view and by a focus 
on the fate of the victims. In 
th aftermath of the actions 
these mpha es and recrimi-

nation against the terrorists are 
overwhelming. 

The second deception is 
more serious. The analy ts of 
the "terror theater" fail to see 
the important role that 
publicity about di sident terror 
plays in sanctioning state 
terrori m. It wa not a 
coincidence that the great 
increa e in western attention 
to "terrori m" has accom
panied the Reagan arms 
buildup, placement of missiles 
in Western Europe, and more 
aggres ive attack by the 
United State and it surro
gate again t icaraguans, 
Lebane e, Angolans, and 
Salvadoran rebels. Reagan's 
explict hift in empha is from 
"human right" to "terrorism" 
wa virtual acknowledgement 
of support for tate terrorists 
and imultaneous diversion of 
attention to Ie er terrorists.s 

The great attention now given 
to the theater of terror doe n't 
help the retail terrori ts;6 It 
trengthen the claims of tho e 

who only "retaliate" to the 
terror of other. The Reagan 
admini tration' manipulation 
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of th Libyan threat. from th 
m thica! "hit uad" of 19 I 
to th 

w tern popul ti n 
for gre dv ntu 
abroad. Th 
terror" i managed from 
~ ashingt n to ser e its per-
cei ed int ts. 

My Terror as 
'Counter-terror" 

Another frequ ntly en
countered concept in western 
terrori m emantics is 
'counter-terrori m." As 

the United States and its 
clients, like South Africa, El 
Salvador, and Guatemala, 
do not (by definition) engage 
in terrorism, their attacks on 
their enemies require 
alternative words. One, as 
we have seen, is retaliation. 
But retaliation implies a 
response to an immediately 
preceding act. We need a word 
that allows a more continuous 
assault on the bases and 
populations of "terrorists." 
The gap has been filled by the 
concept of "counter-terror." 
For us and our allies, 
immediate violent responses 
are retaliation; longer- term 
attacks are counter-terror. 
Thus, South Africa's 
systematic assaults on its 
neighbors to induce them to 
refuse sanctuary to the ANC 
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t rrori m manti i 
.. unt r-terror'" in reality II 

dre d up form f t te 
(wh I ) terror. 

• International Terrorism" 
and its Supporters 

A fmal semantic adjustment 
is needed so that the western 
e tablishment can tar certain 
disfavored tate with the 
terrorist bru h. Thi is done 
with the aid of the concept of 
an "international terrorist," 
who either kills across national 
borders or kills with the 
support of a foreign power. In 
western terrorism semantics, a 
stare whose agents cross a 
border to kill is not engaging 
in "international terrorism," 
nor is aiding a state that 
employs systematic violence 
supporting international ter
rorism. Thus, if the United 
States aids the Pinochet regime 
in Chile and the Botha 
government in South Africa, 
this is not supporting 
international terrorism. On the 
other hand, aid to the ANC, or 
any other group opposing 
government is automatically 
aid to international terrorists. 
This is enormously helpful to 
Botha, Pinocnet, and Reagan . 
On this system of defmitions, 

a1vado· 
ran gov rnm nt i exempt 
fr m any uch labeling, 
v n though it wa massive 

killing by the U .. - ponsored 
regime in EI alvador that 
literally forced a guerrilla 
movement into existence in 
the early 19805. As the West 
is generally tryng to bolster 
up existing regimes against 
threats from below, a de· 
fmitional y tern that rende~ 

all rebel and liberation 
movements terrorists by virtue 
of receiving aid, while not 
doing the rune for aid to a 
government they are trying to 
unseat, is extremely conve· 
nient. 

A problem arises, of 
cour e, where the West itself 
supports rebel movements and 
alleged "freedom fighters," as 
in the case of the Nicaraguan 
contras and Jonas Savimbi and 
the anti-government rebels in 
Angola. If the United States 
organizes and supports the 
contras, and South Africa (and 
the United States) do the same 
for Savimbi in Angola, strict 
adherence to the West's own 
skewed definitions makes the 
United States and South 
Africa "terrorist states." How 
i this handled? The answer is, 
once again, power deflnes 
terrori m: what we and our 
allies do cannot be terrorism, 
so that any incompatible 
definitions - even our own -



must be temporarily aban
abandoned and special ex-

m 

To summarize the Western 
definitional system and it 
consequences: If the Soviet 
Union gives aid to the PLO, it 
is supporting terrori m and is a 
lerrorist state, becau e the 

1. This usage s completety 
ftIIltulionalized In westorn discussions 01 
."orllm. This Is relloctod. for example. 

so-called ·rlsk·assessmenr analyses 
by profesSionals In that now lIeld. Thus 
'- U.S. consulting IIrm Risks 
~rnallonal. Inc., confines terrorism 
Inbrely to dissident violence and 
Ildudes stote murders by, say, 
PlJIOCheh government In Chile, by 
definliion. In fact, In a recent 
II1eslment, II IInds that the leading 
!iclim of terrorism In 1984 was the state 
~ Chlla EX8CUllvtl Risk Assessmenf, Oe. 
cember 1985. p. 30. 

2. The Tunis aUack was 01 course 
d"ected at a PLO olllcial residence. We 
mar aSk, however, whether II, 
mediately lollowlng the Beirut 
IIJIUacres 01 Palestinians, the PLO had 
~SSfUIlY aUacl<ed tho building 01 the 

lell Parllomont, killing dozons of 
istlell oHlclals, this would have boon 
~Idered logltlmato targeting end 
18lallallon. " And II not, why not? 

3. What makes this system 01 words 
Ilpeclally Inapproprlale Is thallsraol has 
lOne 10 great pains to designate the Pl 
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PLO uses force to oppose 
Israel. That intimidation is 
terrorism. If the United States 
gives aid to Israel, which 
invades Lebanon, imposes 
collective punishment on We t 
Bank Arabs, and bombs Tuni 
and as orted other PLO 
"havens," this is not 
supporting terrorism because 
I rael only "retaliates" or 
engages in "counter-terro

does the United 

as "terrorlsr In ordor not to havo to doal 
wllh tho Palosllnlans, oxcopt as a group 
to marglnallzo and exterminate. For a 
discussion 01 the fact that the Israeli 
government Invaded Lebanon In 1982 to 
avoid the threat of political negotiations, 
claiming, 01 course, that they. were 
cleaning out nests 01 "terrorists", see 
Noan Chomsky, "lIbya In U.S. Demono· 
logy." Tho U.S. medlo swallowed entirely 
the Israoll claim to be ·rotallatlng" to "tor· 

rorl'r.'~ slgnilicant proportion of 
hostagos who havo boen killed havo 
boen victims 01 stato ellorts to recover the 
hostages by lorce. Those so kiliad are 
usually aUrlbuted 10 the dlssldenl 
torrorlsts. 

5. Another Orwell Ism may be noted 
here: Stete terrorists don't engago In 
torrorlsm, thoy violate "human rights"; 
only retalltorrorlsts "terrorlzo." 

6. For example, the PLO's status has 
beon greatly roduced In tho 1980s, 
because whllo massive Israoll aUacks on 
II. Infrastructure has arousod no sorlous 
wostern rocrlmlnatlons al Israoll 
torrorlsm, and as each PLO aUack Is 

~ States. If the United States ., 
~ aids the Salvadoran govern-
S ment as it slaughters several 
~ thousand civilians a year, this 

is not support of terrorism 
because a state killing and 
torturing its own citizens is 
excluded from the western 
defmition. Also, if some of the 
people being slaughtered are 
rebelling, they are "terrorists" 
and the allied government is 
slaughtering as "counter- ter
rorism" (as in Guatemala). If 
the United States organizes 
and aids the contras, and 
supports South Africa as the 
latter invades its neighbors and 
organizes subversive armies 
across its borders, this is not 
terrorism either because the 
victims are aiding "terrorists" 
(and we and our allies are 
again "countering" terror), or 
by a special exemption to the 
especially virtuous - who also 
happens to own the most guns 
and the biggest cash balance .• 

Edward S. Herman 
Reproduced with 

permission of 
Covert Action magazine 

"torrorlsm" it suffers a steady 
accumulation 01 moral doflclts. 

7. In an Intorvlov wllh tho 
Johannesburg Financial Mall, November 
18, 1983, Charlos Uchensteln, the 
Doputy U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
stated that "destabilization will remain in 
lorco until Angola and Mozamblquo do 
not permit their terrllory to be used by 
torrorists (sic) to aUack SQuth Africa." 

8. In 1985 tho Reagan administration 
roquested $5 million lor the Guatemalan 
police and security assistance as part of 
what " callod a "counterterrorism" 
package. 

9. There are, 01 course, ratlonallza· 
tlons for the special exceptions. As 
CheSler Crocker oxplalned In regard to 
Angola, Its goverrvnent is Illogitimate be
causo it was put In place by a lorelgn 
(SovloO power. (See Namibia and Regio
nal Desfabllization in Southern Africa, 
Hearings before the SubconnmlUee on 
Africa of the House ConnmlUee on Foreign 
Allalrs, February 15,1983, p. 43.) Only it 
8 governmont is put In piece by us, or 
meets our approval, are aUacks on it by 
rebels terrorism. 
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Minorities /Latino Workers 

The Necessary 
Enemy Withen 

The North American Congress took 15 years to pass 
an immIgration reform law. But the law does not 
address the contradictions that still exist In relation to 
Latino immigrant workers in the U S. 

I n the current period of 
economic crisis, the 

United Slat has an important 
contradiction with respect to 
Latino immigrant workers. On 
one hand, there is the 
economic and political 
necessity of the ystem to 
make use of immigrant labor 
for its own profit. On the 
other, and this i what causes 
the contradiction, is the racial, 
CUltural, political and geo-

political challenge that will 
develop from a mas ive Latino 
immigration. The contradiction 
between these two factors is 
what explains why the U.S. 
government needed 15 years 
of controversial and heated 
debate in order to pass the 
Simp on Rodino Law, the goal 
of which is to "regain control 
of the border" with Mexico. 

Becau e of the economic 
crisis, the falling rate of profit 

in ren e in inter
ompetition, the 

on my i undergoing a 
pr e. of re ·tructuring. This 
involve -: (a) a reduction in the 
co t 0 f pr duction and 
attendant downward pre ures 

n wage and benefit : and (b) 
a simplification and inter
nationaliz tion of the pro
du tion proce. s. Inherent 
in thi proce. s is the need for 
larger numbers of unskilled 
workers. 

Capitalists fmd the Latino 
immigrant work force, par
ticularly the Mexican work 
force, to have many desirable 
characteristics. They are able 
to u e Latino workers effec
tively in jobs that are 
unskilled, low-wage, high 
turnover, menial, and la
bor-intensive. Furthermore,the 
Latino workforce has neither 
legal nor trade union rights 
and is entirely flexible in terms 

~D~~S~~:P:iF ~ of night hifts, overtime or 
~ r he 0. weekend work. Therelore, t 

~~, •. ..-:..,.,- ~ U.S. economy, far from 

i"~":§~~ ~ reducing its reliance on the 
~ immigrant workers, has been 

increasing it. 

Latino workers are concentrated in unskilled,low-wagejobs 
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This process of restruc
turing of the labor force 
means, on the one hand, that 
there is an increase both in 
technical, specialized, weU
paid work and in poorly paid 
unskilled work. Of course, this 
dual tendency occurs at the 
expense of semi-skilled work. 
In a special report about the 
changes that are occurring in 
the labor force, the San 
Franci co Chronicle reported 
that "many economists, social 



d 
~ 

ienti ts, bu ine s and labor 
kaders fear a trend toward a 
two-tiered ociety of haves 
and have-nots, IdUed and 
unskilled, educated and 

The implification of the 
work process through 
IRcrea ingly sophi ticated 
high-tech machinery has been 
10 the detriment of the skills of 
the individual worker, who 
bad to pay for this gradual 
loss of control of the 
production process with 
rtduced salaries and poorer 
working conditions. 

In order to reduce wages, 
capital has three alternatives: 
(I) break or weaken unions; (b) 
move to regions in the U.S. 
and overseas in which cheap 
labor is plentiful and does not 
enjoy union rights; and/or (c) 
recruit "illegal" workers who, 
because of their own situation, 
accept whatever working 
conditions and wage they are 
offered. 

j 
.:: 

Meanwhile, at the level of § 
the economic system, the ~ 
proportion of unskilled, poorly 
paid jobs being created is 
higher than that of skilled jobs. 
On the other hand, the 
educational, technical and 
professional level of the 
society as a whole is ri ing a 
are the wage expectation and 
SOCial pre tige of tho e who 
possess such skills. The 
downward pressure on wages, 
SOCial factors that determine 
Which job are acceptable to 
whom, and the rising kill level 
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of the U. . population, help to 
explain at least in part, why 
the amount of immigration of 
undocumented workers con
tinues to increase despite high 
unemployment. A restaurant 
owner complaining about his 
workers, said, "One of three 
workers who come into my 
restaurant can't make it to 
work on time. Getting them 
to work is a chore. Getting 
them there on time, in uniform 
and with a smile on their face 
is almost impossible. It's seen 
as a second-class job." 

"Across the Sun Belt (the 
southern and western U.S.) the 
idea of life without illegals is 
almost as alarming as the 
thought of life without 
sunshine," noted the Wall 
Street Journal in regard to the 
presence of illegal immigrants. 
More important, President 
Ronald Reagan's Council of 
Economic Advisors recently 
noted that "immigration to the 
U.S. increases total employ
ment and outpout in this 

country as well as the per 
capita income of the 
native-born population. Im
migrants provide a net fiscal 
benefit, using relatively fewer 
services and paying more 
taxes." Therefore, Mexicans 
are coming to the U.S. not just 
because they are "poor and 
hungry'" as the media say, but 
because they constitute an 
important link in the chain of 
production for the U.S. 
economy. 

The observations by the 
WaH Street Journal and the 
Council of Economic Advisors 
are significant, considering 
that they constitute the first 
public acceptance by business 
sectors and conservative 
economists that undocwnented 
immigrant workers represent a 
"net gain for the nation." This 
acceptance is important due to 
the fact that mass media and 
the government have histo
ricaHy publicized the idea that 
undocumented workers are "a 
burden on the country," an 

Despite unemployment, u.s. workers shun menial jobs 
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idea widely accepted b th 
great majorit of .S. citizen. 
In the fight for the rights of 
the undocumented workers 
this m th bear reexamining. 

Several bu ines group 
uch as the California 

Roundtable; the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce; the American 
Farm Bureau; Hotel, 
Restaurant and manufacturing 
business in the Southwest; the 
Heritage Foundation, as well 
as conservative economists, 
including the notorious Milton 
Friedman, accept the "net gain 
for the nation" concept and 
fear the passage of laws 
punishing businesses for hiring 
"illegal aliens." 

The dividing lines 

It is important to point out 
that the dividing lines over 
immigration reform are drawn 
differently from on any other 
political issue, so it is not 
unusual to fmd some strange 
alliances. Some conservative 
sectors are on the same side as 
Chicano-Latino and leftist 
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organization . In a conference 
on immigration orgwruzed by 
the University of California, 

like Garcia a labor orgwruzer 
representing the Service 
Employee International 
Union, commented, "I never 
imagined that I could be on the 
same ide as the Heritage 
Foundation." Later the 
representative of the Heritage 
Foundation replied: "This is 
the ftrst time that we agree 
with the American Civil 
Liberties Union." 

But, as part of this same 
general contradiction between 
sometimes counterposed 
economic and political 
necessltJes, Mexican and 
Central American immigrants 
also serve as the ideal demons 
to exorcise in response to U.S. 
social and political problems. 

Traditionally, the U.S. 
government, the labor union 
burocracy, racist and 
conservative policymakers, 
and organizations such as the 
Moral Majority, "U.S. 
English," Federation of 
American Immigration Re-

fi rnt (AIR), Z ro Popu. 
lati n rowth. and Popu
lati n- nvir nment Balance 
In. huv a u d Mexican' 
inuni rant f cau ing unem
pi ym nt and h Iping to lower 
th I I f ocial and medi

fi r U .. itizen. 
e tent that social. 

e n mi , and political 
pr bl ms in th United tate 
have wor en d, the number of 
organization that addre the 
problem of th "illegal" has 
in rea ed. The e groups 
attribute almost every problem 
to the presence of the 
undocwnented. The following 
advertisement was placed in 
the April 13, 1986, San 
Francisco Chronicle and other 
local newspapers by Popu
lation-Environment Bal
ance, Inc., formerly known 
as the Environm ntal Fund. 
"What do you think has caused 
our traffic jams? Our 
pollution? Increased crime? 
And higher taxes? Here's 
what: ... population growth .. 
Most of the growth is due to 
immigration. And mostly 
illegal inunigration." 

In the 1986 election 
campaign, conservative 
candidates, mostly from 
California, linked "illegal 
aliens" to drug trafficking and 
terrorism. A television 
advertisement for Republican 
Senate candidate Mike 
Antonovich shows him 
standing on a bluff 
overlooking severaJ hundred 
aliens massing on the other 
side of the border. The 
candidate goes on to say that 
"illegal inunigration costs 
American taxpayers billions of 
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"The future of the people": Latinos are beginning to play an important role in U.S. politics 

dollars a year, provides a 
conduit for drugs and may 
allow terrorists into the 
country." 

The e campaign have had 
their de ired effe t of causing 
a collective hy teria against 
immigrant workers. Thi is 
reflected in the popular 
demand for restrictive 
immigration legislation. Gallup 
polls show that three quarters 
of the public upport the 
Simpson-Rodino Law. 

The political potential of 
Latino immigration 

The Latino immigrant 
workforce pre ents a challenge 
in both the long and the short 
terms for those in power. 

It represent a fundamental 
challenge to politically and 
ideologically raci t U.S. 
institution as well a for white 
U.S. citizen who are still 
impregnated with a strong 
racist ideology. The numerical 
growth of minorities, (brown, 
black. yellow) is a challenge to 
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this institutionally racist 
sy tem. Because their numbers 
are growing at a faster rate 
than whites, they are in a 
better po ition to fight racism. 
Fear of this challenge is 
manifested by R.D. Mazzalli in 
his famous immigration reform 
proposal: "If the separation of 
language and culture exceeds a 
certain level, the unity and 
political stability of the nation, 
in time, would be seriously' 
erolled. That unity comes from 
a common language and from 
a basic public culture formed 
by certain shared values, 
convictions and customs that 
makes us distinctly Ameri
cans." 

Immigration is also a 
challenge to conservatism in 
the United States. Because 
they do not have any legal 
potection, new Latino 
immigrants continue to be 
easily manipulated and used to 
reactionary ends. However, 
once they become established 
in the U.S., they tend to 
become a liberal-progressive 

political force partially in 
response to the previous 
manipulation. 

There exist objective and 
real possibilities for a strong 
political and organizational 
alliance of racial minorities in 
which Latinos, given their 
increased strength racially, 
culturally, politically and 
numerically, can play an 
important role. The germs of 
this already exist in the 
"Rainbow Coalition" 2 and in 
the alliance between the Latino 
and B lack Caucus JD the 
Congress or in local elections, 
such as in Chicago where 
minorities joined together to 
elect a black mayor. This is not 
to say that there are no 
conflicts between minority 
groups, but the trend is in the 
other direction. 

Latinos also represent a 
challenge from a geopolitical 
point of view with respect to 
domestic and international 
policies. Domestically, Latinos 
are concentrated in the most 
important economic areas: 
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lew York, hi ago, and th 
un Belt, w luding the 

politi aU) and 
hi tori aU) n n-ativ 

ou th\\ : 1. The in r a 'wg 
gr \\ th f th Latino po
pulation repr' nt. a thr al 
and a 'hall nge t th 

A political ob tael 

With 

, In th It 
f th 
more 

to the 

m ri a in rea: 
n 'utut a more and mor 

unportant politi al ob'ta Ie to 
th mt'rv ntion m atm 

Th an tuar 
nt iUu lrat'· tlu: 

Ie I 0 and entral 
Jre g ographi • U) 

• part of th ,. ecuril . 
). t m," Ih' matter of 

ir:m1igration from the' 
untrie be orne a delicate 

politi al i ue, It i in light of 
thi fa t that we mu t take 

ri u I ' the declaration of 
the Central Intelligence 

genc ' (CIA), the Im-
migration and aturalization 

An J S agent searches an illegal immigrant: "We have lost control 
of our borders," says Reagan 
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er i nd right-wing 
rg ni7.ation. wh n they point 

out that "illegal alien" 
r pre' nt a thr at to the 
n 110111\1 urity "grether than 
that f the vi t Union." 
Re:lgan himself point out in 
thi' regard: "We have 10 t 
C ntrol of our border. and no 
nation can do that and 
:urvive." 

Therefore, the government 
and busine , are in a dilemma 
with r pect to Latino 
immigrants. The government 
pas ed the Simpson Rodino 
Bill in re pon e 10 the political 
pre ure from public opinion, 

the labor bureaucracy, liberal 
and raci t con ervative 

organizations. On the other 
hand, the .S. economy 
depends on Mexican immi
grant a' bread depends on 
yeast to ri e. 

From thi perspective the 
Simp on-Rodino Law, far 
from solving the problems of 
"immigration," could further 
complicate them. 

In order to pre ent a viabre 
olution to the immigration 

problem, the Simpson-Rodino 
Law would have to take inlo 
account the above mentioned 
economical and social 
transformations, but as we 
have seen before, the law is in 
direct contradiction to these 
changes. It IS no more than an 
attempt to force a change in 
the disagreeable reality of 
having millions of unemployed 
where there is a scarcity of 
workers to perform menial 
labor. The law will distort this 
painful reality but not in favor 
of U.S. workers. 



Inction : the real control 

only real way to 
rontrol immigration i through 
employer anctions . The White 
House and Congre s know this 
!'try well, but sanctioning 
employers al 0 has it 
romplications. If the law is 
enforced, sanction would, in 
effect, be "a labor tax and in 
consequence a reduction of the 
production of goods and 
services ," according to 
~ministration economic ad
\15Ors. Therefore, a con
frontation between busine 
i!Id government is to be 
expected, as is the continuing 
!ear~t1 for new ways to lower 
pr{)(]uction costs . These will 
problibly include an increase in 
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the number of businesse that 
move over ea in search of 
cheap labor force, the search 
for new labor-saving 
technologies, and an upsurge 
in attack on organized labor 
and on the rights of workers in 
general. I n this way the 
problem of "ille3a1 aliens" 
would be re olved but not the 
conditions for which they are 
suppo edly responsible. 

If the law is not enforced 
for employers, but is enforced 
for undocumented workers, as 
has been the norm, we can 
expect a worsening of the 
ituation. A law that is not a 

law invites illegality. The 
undocumented worker, being 
in a more vulnerable position 
legally, will further whet the 

already voraciou appetite of 
the employer. Therefore, the 
immigrant worker will have to 
pay an even higher price for 
the privilege of working in the 
U.S . "earthly paradise," but 
the issue will remain 
unresolved, creating more 
social tensions than it solves. 

Very probably during the 
first years, the government 
will take the first option; after 
the initial hubbub subsides, 
they will opt for the second. 
Thus, in spite of the 
unfortunate reforms of 
immigration law, the ghosts 
of the "aliens", like 
wandering souls, will 
continue to haunt the skies of 
the capital. • 

Hector Ramos 
Mexican Journalist living 

in the U.S. 

1. The Mexicans who cross the 
border are not the most economically 
desperate. tn order to take the risk of 
coming to the UnIted States. an immigrant 
must have at teast one thousand dollars. 
which is dIfficult to accumulate, since the 
minimum wage In Mexico is only around 
USS 100 a month. These undocumented 
ommigrant~ , having accumulated that 
much money. must then risk crossing the 
border at nIght through an inhospitable 
terrain. 

2 . The Rambow Coa/llion is a group 
inside of the Democratic Party formed by 
minoritIes and white liberals and 
progressive workers and activists. One of 
their Important goals is to fight for the 
civil and political rights of monoroties. It is 
led by the Reverend Jesse Jackson who 
won 20 percent of Democratic votes in the 
1984 Democratic Presidential primary 
elections. 

3. The Sanctuary Movement was 
originalty formed by church workers of alt 
proncipal religious denominations to help 
and give refuge to the people of Central 
America who are fleeong from their 
countries due to CIvil war. The Reagan 
administration does not recognize these 
people as politocal refugees, preferring to 
call them · economlc immigrents.· 
Therefore , the Sanctuary Movement finds 
Itsell In a confrontatoon with the U.S. 
government. Currently there are more 
man ~uu ChurChes, 23 CitIes, the states ot 
New Mexico and Wisconsin , and 13 
universitIes which have publicly declared 
themselves as sanctuaries for Central 
American refugees. • 

third world - 71 



Consumer Protection 

Opting forthePoor 
Latin America has joined a consumer movement that is 
rethinking its goals as a result of the influence of its 
Third World members. 

Third World influence is changing the consumer movement 

T he consumer protection expanded, the movement also 

movement has made a began to take on a new form. 
fundamental change in di- Its new emphasis is on "opting 
rection since it emerged over 
25 years ago. Founded in the 
wealthiest western countries 
by middle-class activists, the 
movement focused initially on 
product quality and prices. In 
time, it spread to the Third 
World - first to Asia, then to 
Latin America. But as it 
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for the poor," an expression 
borrowed from the American 
religious movements which 
advoctate support of the 
Catholic Church for the 
struggles of workers and 
peasants. 

This change was reflected 
in the first Latin American 

nC r nce of the 
lnt rnati nnl Organization of 

n, urn r Union (lOCU), 
h Id lat In t y ar in Mon· 
tevidc • Uruguay. Represen. 
t live. f orne 60 nongovern. 
ment I organization (NGOs) 
from 17 Latin American 
countrie attended. "Our 
principle. have changed," 

~ said Portugue e economist 
~ Lidia Barreiro , an adviser to 
~ the IOCU Board of Directors. 
" ~ Le s empha is is being placed 

on individual consumption, and 
more on community control 
over the way in which pro· 
ducts are made, the use of 
natural resources and distri· 
bution net works. 

The movement, which first 
emerged in I 960 under the 
leadership of a group of U.S. 
citizens, started by questioning 
monopolistic practices that ran 
counter to consumer interests. 
A decade later, according to a 
study made by German 
researchers Heiko Steffens 
and Gunter Rosenberger, the 
discussion hifted to "fun
damental global issues, such 
as ecological preservation, the 
role of transnationals. and 
Third World problems." 

The study noted that the 
original aim of "helping people 
to get more value for their 
money" was replaced by "a 
wider concept of the general 
quality of life." 

Activists encouraged peo
ple "to think as critical 
consumers about the real need 
for the goods and services they 
were offered, as well as 
consumer righ ts and basic 
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ccon mic condi-

notions evolved 
a Third World 
a sociations joined 

movement. Particulary 
Illnuential wa the group from 
Penang. Malay ia. where an 
IOCU regional chapter ha 

heen in operation since 1974. 
The e organized consumers 
addressed such issues in 
Sou~heast Asia as the harmful 
effects of transnational 
advertising on local cultures, 
the influence of a "west
ernizing" model on tradi
tional life styles, the 

plundering of Third World 
natural resources, and destruc
tion of the environment. 

Did Latin American coun
tries have their own views on 
these matters? The lOCU 
believed they did, and it 
dedicated the first work 
session to a study by Chilean 

The Consumer Police 

O The International Police force for 
consumers, or "Interpol", is an IOCU 

program aimed at monitoring the 
deregulated global trade of dangerous 
products and technologies through the 
exchange of information between 
consumer associations in various countries 
and region of the world. 

The I nterpol program pays special 
attention to the Inva ion of the Third 
World by large tran national corporations 
(TNCs) which sell products and 
technologies that have been banned in 
their countries of origin. 

There is sufficient evidence that TNCs 
have consciously and deliberately exported 
to the Third World defective medical 
equipment, risky drugs, contaminated 
food products, deteriorated pesticides and 
other dangerous products. 

Especially in countries where the 
consumer protection movement is in its 
infancy, the monitoring of products on the 
market cannot rely solely on state 
regulation, international norms 
conventions, or the hope that industries 
will behave properly. 

Interpol provides an alternate means of 
checking the flow of dangeours products 
and technologies by informing consumers 
and the general public, as well as officials 
in importing countries, about the potential 
dangers of a given product or technology. 

Formally founded at the IOCU's 10th 
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World Congress held in The Hague, 
Holand, in 1981, Interpol has its 
headquartes in the IOCU Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific, based in Penang, 
Malaysia. 

The IOCU system for handling charges 
and proposing responses is organized at 
three main levels: the Interpol 
coordinator, a jury made up of technicians 
and experts, and a network of representa
tives throughout the world, called 
"correspondents. " 

The latter systematically process 
information relative to known or newly 
detected dangerous products, and they 
issue calls of alarm and warnings on 
banned products, whether they are under 
observation or sold under restrictions in 
the market. 

The information supplied by these 
correspondents is carefully evaluated and 
checked by the jury of technicians and 
experts. Depending on the gravity and 
magnitude of the danger involved, the 
Interpol coordinator will decide whether 
or not to alert consumers. 

To date over 68 danger alerts have been 
issued to consumers on a wide range of 
products, including dangerous games, 
medicines, electrical products, food 
products, and pesticides. 

At present the Interpol network 
includes over 60 correspondents in 40 
developed countries and in the Third 
World, and is expected to grow both in 
numbers and in geographic coverage. 

Interpol's address is: c/o IOCU, P. O. 
Box 1045, 10830 Penang, Malaysia. 
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nMl 
ervi e and are 

therefore n 'id red poor. 
Half of the re",i n' inhabitant 

nnot m et ev n minimal 
ne d for food and are 
con 'idered de titute. Yet, 
unlike other Third World 
region, Latin Ameri a has 
more than ampl re ource to 
meet the basic n ed of it 
entire population. The prob-

The ponrt) gap can be closed 

lem. he beli ve • lie in di -
tribution. 

Lago argue that "the 
poverty gap - i.e., what the 
poor would have to have in 
order to cease being poor - is 
Ie than ten percent of the the 
G ro s Dome tic Product in 
.:!ight out of ten Latin 

The poor pay more than the rich for the same goods 
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reiro . 
For Lagos, "a strategy 

aimed at meeting essential 
need should go beyond aid 
and promote a deep change in 
the region' style of 
development." 

Until then, claim consumer 
acttv! ts, the poor will 
continue to pay more than the 
rich for the same good . They 
lack acce s to credit and means 



of Iransportati n that would 
enable them to hop for more 
reasonable prices; their homes 
do not have shelf or large 
refrigerator. that would enable 
them to buy in bulk, and the 
nece ity to spend income 
l1lI1lediatily for basic needs 
prohibit them from saving up 
for a monthly trip to more 
economical large upcrmar
leIs. 

In many Latin American 
countries, con umers are 
beginning to organize in order 
10 meet their food, housing 
and health needs. A t last year's 
conference, mention wa wade 
of Ihe experiment launched by 
the Coalition of ~1ontevideo 
Consumer Groups (CMCG), in 
which approximately 3,000 
familie are organized into 60 
neighborhood group which 
purchase essential good . 
Using exclu ively volunteer 

the CM G nego
better prices di
with wholesalers. 

kind of con umer 
organization should set an 
t!ample for all effort aimed 
al meeting basic needs," aid 
Barreiros in a workshop on 
jXlverty . 

Also discussed during the 

conference 
Iraditional 

were suc:, 
topics as 

anli-smoking campaigns, 
phamaceutical products, and 
peslicides and other toxic 
products. Networks that reach 
Ihroughou t Latin America 
were created for the exchange 
of information and experiences 
wilh existing global networks 
In the areas of health and 
pharmaceu ticals (Heal th 
Action International IIAI) , 
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The anti-smoking campaign remains a topic of interest. 

pesticides (Pe ticide Action 
Network- Pan) and baby food 
(International Saby Food 
Action Network- ISFAN). 

The Montevideo Declara
tion recognized "the diver
sity of the attending groups ... 
which reflects the variety of 
organizations promoting 
consumer interests ." At the 
closing ceremony, controver
sies arose over the real 
meaning of the ongoig global 
economic crisis and the 
responses of Latin American 
consumers to such issues a 
inflation and the foreign debt. 

Nevertheless, the document 
reflected the general agree
I,lent that "consumer pro
tection has to do with more 

general economic deficiencies, 
and involves more than the 
mere consumer-supplier bi
lateral relation hip." 

The conference decided to 
pre sure governments to 
officially recognize consumer 
union and accept them as 
"attending members In 

negotiations on matters that 
are of concern to them, such as 
the setting of wages and 
prices." along with business 
and labor union representa
tives . 

The 10 U plan. to estab
lish regional headquarters for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean in 1\10ntevideo in 
the near future . • 

R.R. 
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To solve your transportation problems 
in the city and on the road 

• FIVE INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES: 
• An industrial vehicle plant 
• Two industrial body plants 
• One steel foundry 
• An accessory manufacturing plant 

cfl 
• AN EFFICIENT DISTRIBUTION NETWORK CAPABLE OF HANDLING 

ALL KINDS OF ORDERS: 
• 17 branches 

: ~~~~I~I~~~t~~~e ~ I] ; 1', • ~ 
• WITH A WORK FORCE OF 17,000 PEOPLE 
AND TOTAL ANNUAL SALES OF MORE THAN 
5.5 MILLION ALGERIAN DINARS, 
WE CERTAINLY CAN DELIVER 
WHAT YOU NEED 

Tradrtion and experience in the manufacture, 
marketing and servicing of industrial vehicles 

Don't hesitate to write to us @JI~oA 

S.N.V.1. - Route National nrc 5 - ROUIBA, ALGERIA 
Tel. : 80.60.65/74 * 80 .66.50/53 Telex: 68134/68137 SNVIR 



Acting out 
the Struggle 
~eople's theater, an age-old weapon of oppressed 
classes in Bangladesh, is being rediscovered by a 
~eater group working w~h landless peasants. 

People's theater has a long 
history as a battleground 

• the struggle between the 
~ominant and subordinate 
classes in Bangladesh. Today 
that tradition is being 
!!discovered, not only in Asia 
lilt throughout the Third 
World, a a weapon in 
Itruggles for land, better 
urking and living condition , 

romen's rights and other basic 
rights. In Banglade h, one of 
!he groups u ing this weapon 
I Aranyak, a middle clas 
!heater group that is applying 
~ns it learned from the 
indies laborer them elve . 

For the oppre sed group in 
lOCiety, people's theater refer 
10 the theatef of the popular 
chsses (that is, dealing with 
~sues and concerns of 
~ts and workers) created 
lIId perfonned by the people 
[or audiences of peasants and 
Jorkers. "Of the people" 
COnveys the Brechtian sense of 
~vancing the interest of the 
JXlpular classes. 

One mu t, of course, not 
exaggerate the transfonnative 

nizing struggle on the stage 
is different from doing it in 
real life and the distinction 
must not be blurred. Theater 
must be linked with organizing 
and struggle. Where these 
conditions are met, the 
perfonnance itself can become 
a fonn of struggle. For 
example some of the 
organizations of landless 
laborers in Bangladesh have 
sufficient organizational 
trength to openly challenge 

the landlords. The means 
they've chosen to do this is to 
dramatize in a public forum 
the landlords' acts of injustice 
and corruption. 

A brief history 

In Bengal, the region 
encompassed by the national 
boundaries of Bangladesh, 
people's theater has for 
centuries contributed to the 
battles against foreign 
domination and hierarchical 
structural relationships. It has 
not only reflected the struggles 
between the dominant castes 
(Brahmins and Khotriyas) and 
classes (feudal overlords, 
foreign invaders, bourgeoisie) 

and the subordinate castes 
(Boi hyas and Shudras) and 
classes (middlemen, peasants, 
artisans, landless laborers) but 
also has served as a weapon in 
this struggle - as a means of 

JXltentiai of theater. Orga- Peasant women: actors in their own theater 
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reinforcing the domination of 
the ruling clas 'es or as a tool 
of challenging their exploi
tation and rallying popular 
struggle against oppression. 

In pre- thirteenth century 
Bengal the mythological 
dramas which had their origins 
in the puranic epics 
(Ramayana and Mahabharata) 
tended to reinforce the feudal 
status quo and the Bralunanic 
hegemony. By showing the 
importance and heroism of the 
gods they taught deference to 
the feudal overlords and 
acceptance of the overlord's 
right to the surplus from the 
peasants' labor. They also 
reinforced belief in a 
supernatural order which 
controlled the world, including 
acceptance of a fatalistic and 
submissive approach to the 
world. The dramas rarely 
challenged the feudal power 
structure and where they did 
this was a type of "over
turning" necessary for the 
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preservation of the sy tern, 
In the thirteenth century, 

during the hort rule of the 
South Indian Vaisnava Sena 
kings, a new form of people's 
resistance "theater" emerged 
to challenge the caste 
hierarchy of Brahmanicallaw. 
This movement, characterized 
by songs and dances con
demning the hypocrisy and 
decadence of the system, 
represented the upsurge of 
popular classes against the 
social discrimination and 
economic exploitation of the 
Brahmanic system. 

In the fourteenth century, 
with the coming of the 
Moslems, mass conversions 
took place, the language of the 
courts changed to Persian, and 
taxes were increased. The 
movement continued to grow, 
and the songs and dances 
expressed both defiance 
against the foreign rulers and 
resistance against the 
Brahmanic order. 

In th laller p rt of the 
eight enth entury. with the 
arrival of th Briti h and the 
introduction of western 
education, there wa a brief 
period of "culturnl reno 
ai. an ." Once the Bengali 
edu t d elite began to see that 
their intere t could not be 
accommodated by coloniali m, 
they began to re i t colonial 
rule. The new form of urban 
th ater learned from the 
colonizers became a powerful 
tool for protest. 

In the 1900s these 
spontaneous outbursts of 
anti-colonial protest culmi
nated in a more sustained 
nationalist struggle. The 
"traditional" theater of the 
villages became a symbol for I 

the struggle, and the Bengali 
elite who had previously 
ignored or denigrated 
traditional thea ter began 
to revalue it. Indian Poet 
Rabindranah Tagore and WI 

others appropriated these arts 
and advocated their use in 
program of culturnl revival 
and anti-colonial protest 
within the context of rural 
fair and festivals. 

In the 19405 all this activity 
culminated in the creation of a 
popular theater movement, the 
Indian People's Theatre 
Association (IPT A), which ill 
operated all over India but had I) 

its strongest contingent in m 
Bengal. Its initial work was to ill 
alert people to the possibility I~ 

of Japanese invasion and to B; 
promote temporary support IT 

for Britain's war effort. In 10 

1943 during the Bengal famine 
in which live million peasants (I 

starved to death, the Bengal 



tr upc perf rm d all 
India with a play 

the native hoarders 
md black marketeer , raising 
~ver 200,000 rupees and 

In. lunching a campaign to "Save 
lali Ptople's Food." 
lat In 1947, with the departure 
be ~f the Sriti h and the end of 
rn, /Ie colonial reginle, the Indian 
~ R1bcontinent was divided into 
F.m ;,dia and Paki tan . East 
~ Bengal, who e population is 
rw ;runarily Mo lem, became part 

of Pakistan, and their links 
lith 1FT A dissolved. When 
the Punjabi burocracy and 
military of West Paldstan 
~e the dominant force in 
!be new state and imposed 
Urdu as the national language, 
I bitter revolt erupted. This 
lOOk the form of a "language 
IIIOvernent" in which ongs 
md dramas played a primary 
role in stirring up nationalist 
feelings. The cultural work 
was so effective that many of 
the playwrights and actor 
\tre arrested. One of the 
playwrights, Munir Chow
dhury, wrote his most 
famous play, Kabor 
IGraveyard), while he was in 
prison. Along with other 
prisoners he performed it right 
mjail. 

The nationalist struggle in 
the 50s and 60s and continuing 
lictimization by Pakistan's 
military rulers culminated in 
the War of Liberation in 197 I 
[which originated today's 
Banglade h), in which song 
and drama pay led a mobilizing 
role. 

During thi period 
(1950- 1970) in the villages the 

kobigan, jarigan and other 
"traditional" theaters - began 
to undergo a transformation. 
As capital increasingly 
penetrated the villages, theater 
became more of a commodity. 
Traditional performers who 
formerly combined work in 
the fields with part-time work 
as performers stopped 
performing altogether or 
became employed on a 
full-time commercial basis. 
}afra groups which formerly 
operated under the spon
sorship of a zamindar or 
plantation owner began to do 
their tours on a commercial 
basis, working out contracts 
with the landlords in each 
village. 

Aranyak: Performing for 
the people 

Aranyak was founded soon 
after Bangladesh's independ
ence (December 1971) by a 
group of middle-class youth 
who had been deeply affected 
by their experience in the 
liberation war. Along with the 

peasants and workers they had 
hoped that the liberation war 
would lead to a true 
revolution, one in which the 
land would be redistributed, 
olther feudal structures 
transformed, and Bangladesh's 
economy taken over by the 
people of Bangladesh. When 
they saw their hopes were 
futile, that the rural structures 
remained intact, the economy 
still under foreign control, and 
a small comprador class 
monopolizing the benefits of 
independence, they decided to 
do something about this 
betrayal of the people's hopes 
and to fight for change. 

The vehicle they chose for 
their political challenge was 
theater and they initially 
looked to Calcutta's group 
theater for their ideas and 
inspiration. They formed an 
amateur group made up of 
about thirty people, most of 
whom worked in other jobs 
during the day in 
school-teaching, banks, of
fices. and factories. They came 
together each evening or on 

peripathetic theater - the jatra, At first, Aranyak performed for peasant pedators 
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weekend to rehears r to 
give perfonnan 

During th ey nti 
con ntrated on produ ing n 
major theatri nI w rk n 'eaT, 

all of th m n politi nI th mes 
and per~ nned in urban 
\\ hile th e p rf rm n 
u eeded in th tri nI tern 

th ) fail d to h y th d ired 
politi I imp t. Their 
audien e \\ hi h I r el 

nsi ted f urban, mid-
dl - In p ople, rea ted 
emotionally to th play, but 
once these ere over, their 
commitment to ocial action 
died. The prai of theat~r 

cnoc, the publication of 
cripts, the invitation to do T 

work were no measure of 
ucce In fact, the lack of 

re . tance to their work by the 
ruling clas a a clear 
indication of its limited 
effectivenes . Their work was 
becoming, they felt, absorbed 
by the system and their protest 
muted. 

So they decided to change 
tbeir audience and tum to the 
rural peasants who make up 90 
percent of Bangladesh's 
population. They took their 
plays to the rural areas. 
Thousands of people turned up 
for these performances, but 
despite the enthusiastic 
reception the new approach 
seemed equally problematic. 

Perfonning for the people 
represented the old politics -
urban-based left-wing groups 
preaching revolt to the masses, 
a kind of political pam
phleteering, of manipulating 
people with slogans and 
lectures. It had little effect and 
demonstrated no potential to 
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build 
and riti nIl 

pular m v m nt. 

Making a change: Getting 
th people to do th acting 
nd th thinking 

r und thi. time ranyak 
m d nt t with Pr hika, a 
Bangl de.!·hi rural animation 

rgaruz ti n. P hika' ani
m I un;, wh re penn nenlly 
b d in Ih village, w rk 
with the landle laborer in a 
proce of popular education 
and organizing. In each village 
they fonn groups of 15-20 
landle laborers who meet 
regularly, build up trust in 
each other, eliminate conflicts 
among themselves, overcome 
dependence on the money
IeOOer (through ooI1ective avings), 
talk aboul their problems of 
exploitation and victimization, 
and along with other groups 
organize struggles to confront 
injustice and corruption by the 
landlords and to demand better 
working conditions. 

In their residential training 
programs, Proshika regularly 
uses role-playing and so
cio-drama. Participants from 
one session in 1978 decided to 
perfonn the socio-drama in 
their village and later to 
landless peasants. Proshika 
immediately recognized the 
potential of this educational 
and organizing tool which the 
landless themselves had 
demonstrated and after further 
experimentation organized a 
national workshop to promote 
the new activity. 

It adapted a training 
approach developed in 

B t wana wh ba ie nOlion 
\ as Ihat th aler for ocial 
anim tion hould be learned 
n I an ab Iract concept but 
a a pr ti nI pr ce grounded 
in a pc ifi inI context. In 
th Banglad h ituation this 
m ant nding the workshop 
parti ipants in teams to 
viII wh re they met with 
th gr up of landle laborers 
whi h Pro hika had organized 

ne f the real di coveries 
f the work hop wa the 

power of the landless laborers' 
own stories. There was no 
need to fictionalize. Most of 
the plays were drawn from 
their real experiences. Another 
discovery was the amazing 
acting ability of the landless. 
Their perfonnance as actors 
overwhelmed the middle-class 
cultural workers of the 
Pro hika group. They had 
come thinking they had 
something to teach the 
landless; by the end of the 
workshop they felt that, if 
anything, it was they who had 
learned. 

From performing to 
animation 

Aranyak was equally im
pressed by the workshop, and 
when a second workshop was 
held in 1981, one of Aranyak's 
members helped to organize it. 
They immediately recognized 
this new approach as the 
breakthrough they were 
hoping for. Getting the 
landless laborers to do the 
dramas transfonned the whole 
process: the laborers doing the 
"acting" were taking the tirst 
awareness-raising and conti· 

dt 
re 

as 
~ 

n 
ir 
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Aranyak abandoned its role 
as performers and began to 
work with rather than for the 
rural poor. They stopped 
unpo ing their own image of 
the landle laborer' world 
and encouraged the laborers to 
create their own stories and 
dramas. They aw their work, 
in the way Augusto Boal does 
in his "theater of the 
oppressed," a encouraging the 
laborers to re-appropriate the 
theater which had been stolen 

Aranyak's role was no 
longer to sing the songs for the 
people and keep them quiet. 
Their work was to show the 
peasants that they could act, 
that they could expres 
themselve and enjoy 
themselves through making 
drama, that they could analyze 
their life-situation through this 
medium, and that it could be 
used as a · .... capon in their 
struggle against oppression 
and victimization. 

Aranyak's animation work 
gradually took a different 
direction than Pro hika' . They 
run brief, 10- to 12-day 
workshop with groups of 
landless in an effort to form 
drama group. In the 
short-term the aim is to get 
these group operating on their 
own without an over-de
pendence on Aranyak. Their 
long- term aim is to facilitate 
the development of a national 
movement of landless drama 
groups. 

The Aranyak team nor
mally consi ts 0 f five 
members - four animateurs 
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The people express themselves 

and a coordinator - assigned 
to different villlages within the 
same area. Each animateur 
moves into a village and works 
with the landle in their own 
social situation - taying with 
them, joining them in their 
periods of leisure, and eating 
with them. The workshops go 
through the following stages in 
a gradual process: 

I. Establishing a base in the 
village. 

2. Winning the landless' 
confidence. 

3. Listening to the landless' 
problems. 

4. Analyzing these prob
lems and making a scenario 

5. Improvising, analyzing, 
making changes. 

6. Community performan-

ce. 
7. Post-performance dis-

cussion . 
8. Follow-up and evalua-

tion. 
The initial obstacle is the 

landlords, who resort to 

everything from amiable 
hospitality to physical violence 
in order to undermine the 
group's work. Interestingly, 
once they begin performing, 
the landless love playing the 
oppressor and have great 
insight into his character and 
motivation. Once they get over 
the initial fear of being 
victimized, they portray him 
with great satire, bringing out 
all his mannerisms and 
idiosyncrasies. 

In the end, the most 
significant impact of the 
group's work is the change in 
people's consciousness. Before 
the workshops many of the 
landless were resigned to their 
situation, explaining their 
impoverishment as the result 
of bad luck or the will of 
Allah . They saw no 
contradiction in their society. 
They were on the whole 
passive and skeptical about 
making changes in their lives. 

At present, Aranyak 
realizes that to make any 
significant impact the group 
needs to sustain an animation 
program for ten years or more. 
A t the ame time they 
recognize the real dangers and 
obstacles that lie ahead, 
including the victimization and 
repression of cultural groups. 
Finally, the links between the 
village-based work and the 
bigger social and political 
events of the country remain 
to be worked out. • 

Ross Kidd and 
Mamunur Rashid 

(Condensed from 

Bulletin of Concerted Asian 
Scholars) 
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Third World Books 

The book is a cI ar-eyed 
look at the consequences of 
foreign aid. Too often it has 
damaged the ub istence way 
of life of Third World peoples, 
especially indigenous peoples. 
This has occurred not only 
because foreign aid i provived 
on the condition that the 
beneficiaries buy First World 
technology. but also because 
governments of rich countries 
in the West share one 
economic faith: a belief in 
large-scale industry and 
technology. The authors chal
lenge commonly held myths 
about energy and progress in 
today's world, and propose 
alternate ways for the future. 
More importantly, they raise 
the question of what it means 
to be fully human in a tech
nological, industrial age. 
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ronm 'ntal ntrowrsi' that 
hay tx: orne mil'st n : in th 
d bate on "environm nt versu. 
d 'Iopment" In Indlil. It 
highlight· th political i. su . 
involv d and th pr til. f 
personalitie in the. conflict, 
the enormou expectation 
mi. d by the project and the 
di illu ionm nt that re ult . 

Yesterday's "temples" of 
progress turn out to be today's 
tombs : from symbols of 
promise to marks of wanton 
destruction . The study is based 
on painstaking research and 
interviews. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
DISEASE 
Cedric De Beer 
Catholic Institute for 

International Relations (CUR). 
London, 1986 

The author looks into South 

Afri an h a1th conditions In 

the context of apartheid. 
arguing that the country's 
health problems, especially 
those of the black population, 
are directly related to the 
unevenne of the local income 
di tribution. De Beer divided 
hi. tudy into five analyses of 
pecial case , among which the 

incidence of tuberculosis in the 
bantu tans and urban black 
neighborhoods. He contrasts 
this situation with health I) 
services offered to whites - a 111 
class enjoying the living 
tandard of a developed 

country while epidemics are 
rampant in black areas. De 
Beer concede. that his study 
should go further to include 
the i sue of women's health, 
the impact of transnational 
pharmaceutical industries and 
the issue of degenerative 
diseases among the white 
population. Yet the cases 
discu sed in detail in his book 
su ffi~e to con vince the reader 
that South African health, 
hospital and medical conditions 
can improve only with the end 
of apartheid and social 
injustices . 



THE URPLU PEOPLE 
Laurine Platlky and 
Cherryl Walker 
Ravan Pre. ,Capetown, 1984 

This ok i a c ndensation 
of a five-volume study pu
bli hed la t year by the two 
authors as the re ult of a 
three-year . urvey, involving 
over 50 researchers under the 
sponsorship of the Surplus 

in People Project, of the problem 
of forced removals of black 
populations from areas which 
the apartheid regime has 
reserved for whites. 

The urvey i undoubtedly 
the rno t complete and pro
found study ever conducted on 
the problem of rna tran fers 
of black famllie to gov-

ernment-created reservations THE TRADE IN BODIES 
or communities in distant areas 
lacking the bare necessities for 
decent human living. Over 
three million blacks have been 
thus forcibly removed in the 
past five years, while another 
million and a half may follow 
in 1986-87. 

The policy of forced 
removals is now one of the 
most critical issues in an 
increasingly radical confron
tation between the 24 
million blacks and a white 
minority of 4 million in South 
Africa, and has found its most 
outspoken opponent in the 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF), the country's largest 
antiapartheid organization. 

Catholic Institute for 
International Relations (CIIR), 
London, 1986 

The Philippines today is a 
leading Asian exporter of 
nurses, seamen and doctors, 
and its economy is largely 
sustained by the foreign 
exchange earnings they send 
home. This book looks at how 
Filipinos become migrant 
workers and the exploitation 
to which they are exposed. It 
surveys the plight of Filipino 
migrants in the Middle East, 
Europe, North America and 
the Asia-Pacific region, and 
assesses the economic sig
nificance of the migrant labor 
system. 

THIRD WORLD CALLING 
A monthly review of Third World struggles 
and developments 

Recent issues include stories such as: 

• An interview with Bangladesh President Ershad 
• The Indian Economy under Imperialistic Dictate 
• US Bases in Asia: Prostitution Centers 
• The Scenario for Pakistan 

Subscription rates: Foreign airmail - US$32.00 (one year) 
Foreign surface mail- US$12.00 
Six months:US$16 (airmail) 

US$6 {surface mai/} 

Send bank draft or International Money Order to: 

Editor, TWC, 46/4754, H.S. Road, New Delhi 5, India 
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Economy 

Peruvian Amazon: 
Coke·s it! 
The cocaine industry is taking over the Peruvian 
Amazon. The cultivation for export of the sacred leaf of 
the Incas is destroYing the economic and social fabric 
of the region. 

Before and after: the sacred leaf and the drug 

I
n May 1982, the 
Investigative Commission 

on Narcotics Trafficking of 
the Peruvian Senate (which 
included several prominent 
public figures) rr·ade public its 
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findings: the problem of 
cocaine and narcotics 
trafficking is not simply a 
criminal problem to be handled 
by the police. It is a structural 
one which hits, with 

d a:tuting impact, the entire 
stru ture of so iety and its 

valu·. stem. \'11' 

Th sam r port underlined 
and reaffirn)cd something that, 
t da , nobody disputes: that 
th real problem of nar otics 
traffi king ut ide rather 
than msid the country. It 
tat d that the " rux of the 

m II r i. that narcotic 
traffi king cannot be 
confronted, treated and olved 

~ by internal actions alone." To 
<: 
~ combat drug trafficking by 
~ relying on the infrastructure, 
~ manpower and arms of police 
~ institutions, and hy inve ting in .. . . 
.g repre Ive mecham m , would 
~ be u ele s if not accompanied 

by the cooperation of other 
countries, the report state. 

The coca leaf hal a long 
hi tory in Peru, but ncver has 
its traditional con umption had 
the repercussion that the 
current refined product is 
having. The final product, 
cocaine in powd r, uses but 10 
percent of the content of the 
sacred leaf of the Inca culture. 
Other medical or nutritional 
properties of the leaf are 
ingnored as it is processed first 
into paste and then into 

powder. 
The recent demand created 

by five million North 
American cocaine users has led 
to the dizzying expansion of 
cocaine cultivation and the 
production of cocaine paste. 
Edmundo del Aguila, an expert 
on the subject, estimates that 
the amount of land dedicated 
to cocaine in Alto Huallaga in 
1965 amounted to only 3,000 
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!ectare. (It i in Alto 
Huallaga wher Peru's highe t 

- ~uality cocaine is produced. 
ttiee Measured by alkaline content, 

its !he region' product ha a 
Itlue of 9.8 a oppo ed to an 

ned Il'erage f 4.6 in the rest of 
\at, !he country.) 
hat 
'icl In 1980, as stated in the 
1er Senate report, 17,862 hectares 
It were dedicated legally to 

he cocaine cultivation, and illegal 
Ie cultivation accounted for 
~e another 50,000 hectares. In 

Alto Huallaga, there were a 
suspected 10,000 hectares 
illegally producing cocaine. In 
1986, according to statements 
made by leaders of the Front 
in Defense of the Interests of 
the People of Tocache 
(FEDIP), illegal cultivation in 
Alto Huallaga alone utilized 
more than 195,000 hectares. 
This geometric increase in the 
amount of land under cocaine 
cultivation demonstrates two 
things: ftrst, that the means 
employed to date to limit, 
control and eradicate cocaine 
production and promote 
substitute crops have been 
Ineffective given the strong 
demand in the market, and 
secondly, that there is no 
solution in sight for producer 
COuntries like Peru and 
Bolivia. 

In order to combat 
narcotics trafficking, Peru has 
not only pas ed ad hoc 
legislation, but it has also 
introduced specialized police 
units like the Mobile Unit of 
the Rural Patrol (UMOPAR) 
and designed programs to 
COntrol and eradicate cocaine 

cultivation of substitute crops. 
Examples of such programs 
are the Special Alto Huallaga 
Project, the Control and 
Reduction of Cocaine 
Cultivation .in Alto Huallaga 
Program (CORAH), and the 
National Cocaine Company 
(ENACO). This cumbersome 

and slow-moving burocratic 
apparatus has not only a high 
economic co t, but it also has a 
high cost in terms of human 
lives: everal civilian officials 
and police officers have died in 
the war against cocaine and 
drug trafficking. 

The limited beneftts of this 
battle in no way compensate 
for the high material and 
human costs. CORAH, for 
example, began operations in 
Alto Huallaga in May 1983, 
but its army of 1,000 workers 
has managed to eradicate just 
620 hectares. One reason for 

plantation and encourage the Cocaine production in thejungJe 
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CORAH's disappointing 
results is a loophole that 
appeared despite the careful 
planning of government 
offtcials. For each hectare that 
is eradicated, CORAH 
provides an indemnity of US$ 
400. With 200 of those dollars, 
which are provided in good 
faith by the North American 
government, the cocaine 
producer can open a new small 
farm and continue producing. 
As in the ftction of Borges, a 

vicious circle begins to forever 
repeat itself. 

The "Tocachization" 
of the Selva Alta 

When the press publishes 
statistics on the numbers of 
airplanes and amounts of drugs 
caputured, or the numbers of 
killings, it appears to be an 
academic exercise. Inside Peru 
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- a countr 
geographic. 
disarti ula ti n 

plagued b ' 
inI and ultural 

this war 
eems di tan! and remote. 

But in fa t It I far from 
remot. Like th 

h d b the itu ti n 
involving end r Lumin,. 
th drug war threaten. t 
infe t the entire Peruvian 
jungl regi n kn wn . the 

eh Ita - if n t th wh I-
maz n regi n. Thi 

phen menon h politi al, 
e onomic and ocial 
impli ations: it i leading to 
something called the 
"Tocachization" of the region 
- the tenn being derived from 

the name of a town hard hit by 
the effects of the cocaine 
economy. 

This proce s has had l! 

disruptive effect on agriculture 
in the Selva Alta. The 
expansion of cocaine 
cultivation is leading to the 
disintegration of the region's 
entire economy. ot only is 
cocaine planted on marginal 
lands, hillsides and inaccessible 
mountain areas, but it is also 
overtaking the valley flatlands 
of Huallaga Central, Bajo 

1ayo and Bajo Huallaga. 
Ironically, the type of crop 

substitution occurring in the 
Selva Alta runs directly 
counter to the intent of 
government programs: cocaine 
is replacing food and 
commercial crops. The dire 
consequences of this 
substitution include ecological 
devastation: land planted in 
cocaine is being irreversibly 
depleted due to poor soil 
management. 

This "backwards substi-
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. mewhcre in bet\\' n. 
ne eff ct of the high 

pric i un ntroll d infl tion, 
pe iall ' for con um r good . 
nother factor contributing to 

inflation is the increasing 
tendency to "dollarize" the 
region's economy - this as a 
result of the high level of 
demand created by drug 
traffickers. For the average 
consumer, the result is that a 
chicken that would nonnally 
sell for 50 or 60 intis in the 
towns of Moyobamaba or 
Rioja, goes for 150 to 200 intis 
in the Cocaine Triangle of 
Uchiza, Tocache and Pachiza -
three towns in Alto Huallaga. 
Another result is that 

shortages of various goods are 
beginnning to be a daily 
occurrence. 

Salaries are also being 
"Tocachized." According to 
law, the average salary in the 
towns of Tarapoto, Rioja, 
Moyobamba or Nuevo Ca
jamarca is between 35 and 
40 intis per day - the 
minimum necessary to get 
by. On the other hand, a 
farm worker harvesting 
cocaine in Alto Huallaga, paid 
on a piecework basis, can earn 
300 to 400 intis a day. This is 
leading to a massive influx of 
workers into the Cocaine 
Triangle, leaving nearby areas 

h rtag f manpower. 
illanueva Arevalo, di. 

re t r of the Center for 
vclopm nt and Inve6ti

gati n f the Selva Alta 
(CEDI A), ba d in Tnrapoto, 

tim te that an average of 20 
per ent of th re idents of 
rural villag in the elva Alta 
ar employed in cocaine. 
-related job . Thi. i made 
even wor by th fa t that the 
t tal population of an Martrn 
exceed 300,000 and 70 per· 
eent of the population lives in 
rural areas. 

But the effects of the drug 
industry reach beyond the 
economy. ThC)y also touch the 
entire social and cultural 
structure of the region. 
Narcotics trafficking is like a 
cancer running through the 
fabric of an otherwise healthy 
society, producing corruption, 
degradation and violence. The 
war against drug trafficking 
has claimed many victims, such 
as the 15 civil guards of 
UMPAR who were killed in 
] uly 1986. Police statistics 
show that an average of 38 
killings a month take place in 
Alto Huallaga, and this 
excludes the victims dumped at 
the bottom of the rivers -
victims who take with them 
the secrets of their deaths. 

The local population is 
being affected in another way. 
Until a few years ago, the 
Peruvian Amazon was but a 
production and transport area 
for drugs headed for Colombia 
and the United States. But it 
has been transfonned into an 
area of con umption. Recently 
the poljce in Iquitos noted that 
between ] anuary and the 



beginning 0 f June 1986, ~ ~ 
l!nlOst 4,000 drug u ers had ~ 
lten detained. The difference e 

~ 
G 

IS thnt unlike in other 
rountrie, in the Peruvian 
Amazon the e drug u ers are j 
IeCruited from the popular ~ 
!eCtor of ociety . 

Nothing slows narcotics 
trafficking and it de tructive 
~de-effects. In 1981, 40 
percent of the regional 
economy of the Peruvian 
Amazon was ba ed on drug 
trafficking - making it, after 
petroleum, the area's second 
most important industry. 
There are no indications that 
its impact has diminished. 
Conversely, the "Tocachi
ution" advances. 

Therefore, the hour has 

urived to confront the 
problem with the same 

Street venders seiling the coca leaf 

weapons of capitalism and a 
cold -bloodedness equal to that 
of the market. The solution is a 
political one, and it is daring, 
realistic and imaginative. The 
proposal is to sell all the coca 
leaves that Peru produces to 

the United States. They will 
know what to do with the 
sacred leaf. • 

Roger Rumrill 

• In Oecembe, 1986. the official 
exchange ,ate was 13.98 Intis pe, U.S. 
dolla,. 
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Full Nets and Empty Stomachs 
Third World countries are catching more of the world's fish, but the product still 
winds-up on the tables of Northern consumers. 

T
en of the world's top 15 sea 
food-producing countries are of the 
Third World, and the region's market 

share is increasing. It is now responsible for 
half of the global catch, up from 27 percent in 
1952. 

This would seem to be good news, but it is 
not being received as such by the region'S poor 
- especially since they are not receiving the fish. 
In Latin America, for eXar.Jple, the theoretical 
per capita consumption should be 28 kilograms 
annually, judging by production figures. 

88 - third world 

However, per capita consumption remains at a 
miniscule eight kg. 

The "missing" 20 kilograms are exported 
directly or processed into industrial products, 
fish meal and fish oil for export. Of the 84 
million tons of fish now caught annual ly. 20 
million tons are turned into meal for animal feed 
and another 10 million tons are wasted, 
according to the magazine International 
AWicu/tura/ Development. Even more 
disturbing is the recent trend in the annual 
catch, which is growing at less than one percent 



Brazilian women 
sort lobster destined 

ror export. 

I year - and decrea ing 
sharply in many re-

Ironically, fish 
product represent a 
higher proportion of 
animal protein con
sumption in the Third .~ 

World - even though ~ 
mhabitants of poorer ~ 
rountries eat less fish <i 
~r capita than their ri 
rore fortunate counterparts in industrial 
rountries. In some regions, fish protein 
represents 40 percent of the animal protein 
ilgested. Of the 40 countries most dependent 
on sea food as a ource of protein, 39 are of the 
Third World. 

The increase in the market share of Third 
World countries was given a boost by the 
imposition of the 200 mile fishing limit. 
recognized offidally in 1982 by the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
\fany countries had unilaterally imposed the 
~ider limit in the mid-1970s, and as a result, 
Third World catches began to show marked 
ilcrease after 1979. Between 1981 and 1982, 
for example, the South's hare of global exports 
m financial terms jumped from 40 to 44 
percent. "Increasingly, fishing is being 
conducted by domestic fleets in domestic 
waters," concludes a report by the Organization 
of Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). The change has brought increased 
export earnings, but while the coffers of some 
Third World governments are a little fuller, the 
same cannot nece sarily be aid of the tomachs 
of the region' undemouri hed poor. 

Korea, Mexico and Chile rank among the 
world's leading exporter , and in Senegal, a 
major exporter on the West African coastline, 
the national press has proclaimed fi h as the 
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"blue oil of Senegal - the first sector of the 
economy with 20 percent of export earnings." 
These fish are almost always destined for the 
industrialized North. Only one Third World 
country, Nigeria, imports significant amounts of 
fish, although a few countries like Senegal and 
Egypt have entered into South-South exchange 
agreements. 

Luxury products for the North 

For the most part, poor countries export 
luxury products with high added values, like 
tuna and shrimp. Since other types of fish are 
generally consumed locally, there would appear 
to be little conflict between the international 
and local markets. However, this is misleading, 
particularly in the case of shrimp. Given 
destructive modem techniques, shrimp fishing 
has wreaked havoc upon local catches. For each 
kilogram of shrimp recovered from the sea, five 
kilograms of fish are destoyed. 

The French newsletter El Correo de So/agral 
described how France relies on the Third World 
for a significant portion of its sea food. The 
world's third largest maritime power for its 
size, France ranks nu,mber three in imports of 
marine products. In 1983, its trade deficit in this 
area reached 5.5 million francs . Among the 
primary uppliers for the French market are 
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Senegal and I r 
Shrimp. salm n and tuna t p th li t f 

Fren him rts. In 19 . 

loreover. the fish meal that Third World 
countri e port is processed from fish that is 
often edible. Chile, for e ample. proce 93 
percent of its national catch into fish meal. 
Globally. crap and leftovers represent but a 
mall fraction of the 20 million tons converted 

annually into meal. The rest is made from fish 
that could be consumed by humans. 

Fish meal often winds up being fed to cattle, 
and it indirectly finds its way into the human 
food chain. However, petfood companies are 
beginning to lay claim to an increasingly large 
proportion of the catch. For example, the 
Australian petfood producer Uncle Ben' is 
now using "sharply" more fish in its products, 
according to the trade publication Australian 
Fisheries. In 1983, Uncle Ben's processed 4,300 
tons of fish for petfood. In 1986, it expected to 
process 13,000 tons of mostly local fish . And 
Uncle Ben's uses only quality fish, boast 
company executives. "Cats are extraordinarily 
sensitive when it comes to selecting their food ," 
said one official. 

An essential source of protein 

Sea food provides 24 percent of the world's 
animal protein and six percent of all proteins 
consumed. In general, fish plays a more 
important role in the Third World, particularly 
in Africa and Asia - although huge variations 
exist between regions and countries. The 
world's fish eating crown goes to the Pacific 
islanders of Vanuatu who devour 76.5 kilos a 
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, ar - n rl n and half kil per per on 
a h \ k. In th nribbean, figure range 

fr m 41 kil . in Gr n da to 10 in Trinidad. In 
a. t fri a. Tanzanian c n urn 15.5 kilo a 

r whil m n nrb K nyn they ent ju t 2.7, 
thi pian n 'um O. kil ,and the peoples 

of • m landl kcd c untrie , like Swaziland 
t . littl fi. h that th ir n umpti n figure~ 

rded tati. tically n. lcro . 
Taking int a ount e pect d economic 

gro\ th, th world' .en fo d need will reach 
100 million ton annually in the year 2000, 
according to e timate of the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAD). This 
would represent nearly a 100 percent increa.~ 
in production compared with 1982, when 
human consumption stood at 53 million tons, 
The FAD estimates that annual investments of 
US$ 1.5 billion in fisheries could raise the world 
catch to 130 million tons within 20 years and 
that the ultimate potential annual catch could 
reach 400 million tons. 

However recent trends seem to contradict 
these generally optimistic forecasts. The fishing 
industry is characterized by stagnation, 
particularly in Asia and Africa. Catches in 
Senegal, one of the world's lending consumers 
and exporters of fi h, dropped from 340,000 
tons in 1975 to 210,000 in 1981-82 - despite 
the fact that its exports increased over the same 
period. In Asia, many of the leading sea 
food-producing countries are losing ground. 
Catches are down in India; China has exhibited 
a decline despite a slight recovery in 1982, and 
Thailand is suffering considerable decreases. 

One of the probable causes for this decrease 
is the overexploitation of certain pecies of fish. 
For example, the optimal catch for a particular 
type of tuna is abou t Il0,000 tons, but 
overfishing netted 143,000 ton in 1981 and 
120,000 the following year. More than half of 
the fish were undersized, 0 the industry 
resorted to more ophisticated methods -
including poaching . In 1983, for example, 
several Frenc h ship were captured while 
fishing illegally in the waters of Gui· 
nea . 
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~dustrlal vs. small-scale fishing 

Large industrial trawlers, whether foreign or 
i1mestic, are eating into the catches of 
mall-scale local fishers who, according to 
lIorld Bank figures, supply 90 percent of the 
fish eaten by Third World peoples. 
Organizations of mall- cale fishers complain 
~t industrial fleets are overfi hing in 
w-shore waters with their large dragnets and 
lIat less fi h are available for the local catch. 
The trawlers, say the artisanal fisher, are 
damaging pawning and feeding grounds and 
thus threatening the very livelihood of the 
maIl-scale fisher. 

If it is possible to rigorously administer 
torld reserves, it does not seem impossible to 
/tach the 100 million tons that the FAO says 
lIiIl be necessary in the year 2000. However, 
researcher 10 eph Klatzmann maintains that, 
pven population growth, thls increa e wiII only 
~Iow con umption to continue at current levels. 
'You cannot expect, then, that fishing will 
IOlve, nor will it contribute to the resolution of, 
~ problem of providing animal protein for 
~uman consumption," Klatzmann noted in a 
1983 report. 
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Increases in human consumption are, 
however, possible. One step in thls direction 
would be to reduce the devastating effects of 
industrial fishing. One specific suggestion is to 
limit the production of fish meal to scraps and 
those species which are not fit for human 
consumption; another is to introduce rational 
management of shrimp fishing. These two 
measures would lead to an estimated increase in 
catches of 25 million tons annually, according to 
an article by Alain Le Sann in EI Correo de 
Senegal. 

Since small-scale fishers provide the bulk of 
the fish eaten in the Third World, they deserve 
special attention. The FAO recognized this in 
1984 when it shifted its emphasis away from 
the promotion of industrial fishing in order to 
focus on assistance for artisanal fishers. 
Specifically, the FAO maintains that small-scale 
fishers need technical assistance and credit. In 
addition, it estimates that simple measures to 
improve pre ervation techniques (such as 
facilities to keep catches on ice) would save 
four million tons of fish that are lost each year 
because they go bad or become infected with 
in ecls. • 

Bill Hinchberger 

third world - 91 



Reeling in 
a Decent Living 
Small-scale fishermen and women have 
often lost out in "fisheries 
development." Now they are organizing. 

I
n m t Third \\ orld countrie' t da . 
there i gro\\ing nwaren about the 
central role to be played by 

fi h- \\ orkers in planning o...ld implementing 
fish ries development policies and program . 
These fi hworkers include the men, women and 
children engaged in mall- cale fi hmg and al 0 

cre\\ members, proces ing worker and ellers. 
ThelT wish for a say in how fi herie are run 
com from concern and fru tration about their 
detenorating soclo-economic condition . 

Small-scale, arti anal fi hermen in 
developing countries are today the largest 
segment of the class of fish workers, numbering 
between 15-20 million. Dispersed along coastal 
and river areas, they harvest a quarter of the 
world's fish catch in their pursuit of a 
livelihood. 

Their harvest provides the fish supply of 
local, rural consumers; it may also find its way 
to the homes of elite New Yorkers and posh 
Tokyo restaurants. Despite their importance as 
food producers, fish workers the world over 
share the common fate of having to survive on a 
quality of life that is often far below that of the 
other citizens in their respective countries. 

The cause of their poverty arose initially 
from a low asset position - particularly the lack 
of sufficient fishing gear - leading in turn to 
low productivity. Small fishermen harvest on 
the average only between 2-3 tons of fish a 
year. 

Added to this, their near total lack of control 
over the disposal of the produce of their hard 
labor resulted in unfair prices yielding low 
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in m, I ding t ind bt dn nnd total 
d pend n n merchant-finnn i r . The only 
. nving gra c in th Ir vi ious p v rty circle W&S 

that "frc n . "t th "unlimited" sen always 
h Id ut th' pro:pc t f (\ bumper harve t. Thi 
h lped to k p hope' aliv 

With the on: t of the "development 
man' g vernm nt. of developing 
pt d for th puth of m dernization as 

the an:", r to th rdid plight of small-scale 
fi 'h rm n Traditional te hnology, a cumulated 
kno\~ledge of the sea and fishing, 
socio-economic form' and the con ervation 
ethic were con idered harrier to development 
and 0 totally di carded. 

Abandoning the "small" in pursuit of larger 
scale operation wa~ con idered the logical path 
productivity was realized but at much higher 
co ts of production and at levels of 
indebtedne s often leading to a gradual loss of 
to economic growth. The technological artifacts 
of the West were taken to be the harbingers for 
alleviating all problem . Raising production and 
productivity were seen to be the sole requisite 
to alleviate the fishermen's poverty. 

"Spectrum of results" 

Substantial finance were mobilized and 
investments made on modernization programs. 
An evaluation of their impact on the 
socio-economic condition of mall-scale 
fishermen in the developing world yield a 
spectrum of results. 

The enhanced level of technology created a 
"technological dualism" in the fish economy. 
Only a small minority - not necessarily 
fishermen had acce s to the more 
capital-intensive fishing craft and gear: a new 
class of non-worker owners emerged. 

The new technology in harvesting was 
introduced without providing adequate working 
capital and also without any change in the 
merchant-controlled marketing structure. This, 
coupled with the new and rising costs of 
production (particularly for fuel, repairs and 
maintenance) increased the dependence on 
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merchant-financiers: a nigh level of producti
VIty was realized but at much higher costs of 
production and at levels of indebtedne soften 
rading to a gradual los of control over the 
means of production. 

Th! higher captaI and operating costs cou pled 
with the increasing demand for fish, particularly 
iJr ex)X>rt, led to greater effort to maximize srort-
1\11 profits: the pressure to "exploit" naturity of 
the smaIl-scale fishermen, the long tenn sustainabi
iy of fish re ource and the nutritional status of the 
klcaJ consumers of fish. 1ltr; was the situation 
which confronted roost developing <:oontn:s at the 
turn of the 1970 . 

The dawn of the eighties found most Third 
World countries in a dilemma. On the one hand, 
largely a a preemptive step, they had to declare 
exclusive economic rights over vast territories 
of ocean as a first step in initiating the future 
prospect for nationally controlled industrial 
fIShing and deep-sea operations. On the other, 
!nee fi herie development had not yielded the 
desired results, they had to renew the emphasis 
on small- cale fisheries that largely confined 
itself to the near-shore waters. 

The first Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) World Fi heries Conference (WFC), held 
10 Rome in July 1984, was orga"ized to take 
aCCOunt of the problem encountered in 
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fisheries development as well as the above 
dilemma facing Third World countries. The 
conference overcame the difficult task of 
reconciling the conflicting claims and interests 
in fisheries by stressing equaIJy on the need for 
continued investment, enhanced international 
trade in fish, management of the resources and 
fi h as food for the poor. It also stressed the 
need for renewed concern for the smaIJ-scale 
fishermen and their fisheries. 

Fishworkers who met in Rome at the same 
time for the First International Conference of 
Fishworkers and their Supporters (ICFWS) did 
not take such a con ensus approach. The 
conference stressed the need for fish workers -
particularly smaIJ-scale fishermen - to move 
from the periphery to the center of the fisheries 
development. 

The ICFWS highlighted the desirability of 
the smaIJ-scaIe fishery sector in unambiguous 
terms - it is labor- and social skill-intensive, 
and capital and fuel saving, particularly with the 
option of multiple energy u e. It gives rise to a 
decentralized settlement pattern and does not 
promote large income disparitie . SmaIJ-scaIe 
operations are desirable since they are 
ecologicaIJy appropriate to the tropical aquatic 
ecosystems characterized by numerous species 
in smaIJ quantities which are widely dispersed in 
the near-shore waters. SmaIJ-scale fishermen 
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are innovative and amenable to efficient 
improvements. 

The sector is also well integrated into 
mall- cale marketing and distribution channels 

which are highly efficient and managed in many 
countries by women. The desirability of the 
small-scale fisheries sector to developing 
countries is therefore stressed not only on social 
and welfare grounds but more for economic, 
technical, ecological and organizational reasons. 

The ICFWS also urged governments to be 
responsive to the demand of small-scale 
fishermen which include the need to reserve and 
protect for small-scale fishing all waters 
accessible to it; ban all technologies that disturb 
the ecosystem balance through overfishing and 
pollution; associate local fishermen's 
organizations or communities in devising and 
implementing fishery management and 
regulatory measures, and, fmally, respect and 
guarantee the fundamental right of fish workers 
to free association. 

Action 

Conference statementes are not substitutes 
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r, po t - I FW initiative of 
fish'" rk rs' rganizati n r pre nted in Rome 

int t an ag nda of involvement and action in 
the right dire tion. 

In north m Philippines a mall-scale 
fi herm n' organizati n, ALARI7, ha taken 
up th all for aquarian reform, demanding that 
th trend towar? privatization of the bays with 
fi h pen , curtailing the area ot their common 
fishing ground ,be topped. Along with their 
upporter they inve tigated the details about 

licence for fish pens, pollution of the bays, and 
the unauthorized operation of trawlers in teams. 

Armed with their fmding they resorted to pi 
variou nonviolent forms of protest against the II 

inju tice of depriving them of their traditional to 
ource of livelihood. With the greater ('( 

democratization of their country, hopes are high ~ 
lit for a better deal. 

•• The small fishermen of Kuala 111m in 
Malaysia ho ted an exchange program at which 

Ii 

mall-scale fishermen from neighboring If 

Thailand and from the Philippines pent two 
weeks learning the art of cockle-culturing. This m 
fishermen-to-fishermen technology transfer is a I 
small but right step in the direction of adopting ~ 

appropriate technology. ca 
Language, cultural and religious differences fl! 

were no hindrance to mutual learning - on the ct 

contrary, it greatly reinforced the need for ali 

greater South-South solidarity to solve the 
common problems of the small fishermen. Il( 

.* The South Indian Federation of Fishermln el 

Societies (SIFFS), a non-governmental apex 
body of genuine fishermen organizations, is IJI 

helping its members to market their fISh [, 
collectively. The intervention i 0 de igned thaI 
the bulk of the fish reaches the local urban and Ii 
rural consumers. el 

With the outboard engine revolution only 
just reaching small-scale fishermen in South 
India, SIFFS has embarked on a training 



'rogram for fishermen to demystify this new 
lIifact by teaching them how best to handle it 

minimize fuel con umption and maintenance 
oosts. IFFS's newly built beachlanding 
~ywood boats (on which engine are u.ed) are 
tligned to use efficient sail thu encouraging 
fishermen to adopt a multiple-energy u e 
iQltern in order to cut operational costs and to 
~tain their traditional expertise in ailing. 

** African fishworkers from 13 countries met 
D Cape Verde recently to discuss the impact of 

a foreign fi hing ve sels operating in their 
. rritorial waters on the fish harve ting 

and income of the small-scalf! 
isherman. The is ue of appropriate form of 
economic organization for small fishermen was 
Iiso a topic of concern. 

The exchange helped fishermen to compare 
'!Iltes regarding the pros and cons of the varied 

'n experiments now in operation in their countries 
lhich include: total state control, 
quasi-government cooperative and complete 
free enterprise. 

•• ANPAC is the as ociation of arti anal 
f~herman in Colombia. With long years of rich 
expedence, committed supporters and a 

iy magazine called CA YUCO, they have taken the 
f mitiative to support and strengthen the 
Ig f~hermen's organil.~tions in other Latin 
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American countries. 
Issues considered priority include: pressing 

governments for better planning of coastal 
mdustrial development which will reduce 
pol\ution of coastal waters; technology transfer 
between fishermen of different countries aided 
by technologies committed to the cause of the 
mall fishermen; and lobbying to ban trawling in 

nearshore waters - for which they will depend 
heavily on experiences of small fishermen from 
other parts of the world. 

All these actions are but small ripples and 
must increase in far greater numbers and force 
if they are to form the waves of change to 
re-establish for the small-scale fishermen their 
rightful role. However the actions of 
fish workers and their supporters alone will not 
suffice. Governments and international 
organizations must move beyond verbal concern 
and demonstrate concrete commitment for 
efforts to create a more ju t, participating and 
sustainable development process in world 
fisheries . 

John Kurien (Associate Fellow of the Centre 
for Development StlldiJ!s, India and fonner 
ICFWS secretary-general). This article first 
appeared in the may/June 1986 isslle of 
International Agricultural Development. 
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IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF OIL INDUSTRY FOR 
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF ANGOLA, SONANGOL 

LIVES THE FUTURE OF ANGOLA 

SONAN60 
SOCIEDADE NACIONAL DE COMBUSTfvEIS DE ANGO~ 

C.P. 1316 - LUANDA - TELEX 3148 - 326~ 



Nourishing the present 
is thinking of the future. 
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